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sovraSBN district of KsmroRS,tt. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, Hut on the ScTen- 
CL. S.) temlb day of Joljr, ra the for^-third jear of^the 

IndeiMttdenee of Ae United fltatei of Americi, 
TiuiAH Cdbbitt, of tbe Mud Diitrict, h>th depoiited 

in iU* office the liUe of a boi 

eCafant m uithor aud proprietor 

■witj_;; . "■ /;.."/... , ' . . 

" A Grammar *f tht Ei^Utk Language, w a uriet ^ 
LaieT$, Mended for tht Uierf Schaali and qf Ymag Per. 
WMta^nvral; tnf more e^wially/ar the Oie itf Solditn, 
SaUcre, Apprenikeilinni PU*t*4«^. ByWainm Cabbett.' 

In coDformity to the Act of the Codetcu of the United 
State*, entitled " An Act for (he encourage meat of Lmto- 
ing. by seroriug tie copies of Mapi, Charts, aqd Book* 
to the autbori anH j^rofineton oF' slith copies, ddrin? the 
tme tterau>> ncqUtned-" Anf «1u tn an Act^ entrtied 
" An Acl, Buppleujenttiy to an Act, eutitled- an Actibr 
the efaconragein^nt of L^niing, by securing tliecopiei of 
Mam, Chartf, and Book* to the uthora and proprietor* of 
Hcfi copie*, darii^ the time* tlierein menthwed, and ex- 
tending Uie benefits thereof to tbe arts of Atmmms, eu- 
gtariait aBd ctcUlng likitortcal and oibcr piiin*.' 
JAMES DIU,, 
, Clerk 1/ fh^ S^heptJJfMft iff Naa-Tilt. 



Cnteca at JbtAtianvcf Salt. 



■blPCnirjr, Prinlaii 
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DEDICATION. 
TO MR. BENBOW, 



DiAi Sik, 

Want, !»&« nWHft of Aitgnt^ isir, jtttitteti (hat op 
ttttiEiigBlhlMniatd'bjOrler of t«nl SldmODlb, witlw 
oM any «f tte niM or foHm pmeribed by tbe Iaw of ffie 
Had J wf tlKMt batiii|r teen confhnRM %ilh yoor acca«er, 
nMumt bMil% btMi inftiAed of the dutge agunityoiij 
MMcyon wen Out MdMng Dnder Uia bap of abMriats 
power, I did njMlf tiie hmoor to addrea Ui yoB, fh» tUi 
plaeek twa heXOa OM BngKA Grammat, and in I&om 
Leiteii I MatM] to job my fotmtioo of pnljUlhiDg a book 
M (bat nl^eet. 

Thii inteBtioB I have dow Inlfllled, aAd I dedicate the 
woik to you in flie bope, that the d:^dicali<^ <rill loDf 
ContiaoB to bear wimeM nf my r^t^iir* Bw ynn. DenoDally; 
aad ofay aSniration of your Conduct. At Qie oat»et of 
the fint of the two Lettdn, of which I hate Jut tpoken, 
IMid: 'i'Youreaadiict, while hi Londoo lait winter, waa 
*' mirh u to anlitH yoa to my regard md mpect, and tli« 
" Qdnd oi^ talenti-yoa diMorered did not ftil to esdte 
"myvdmiratiaD. Ydawtre tte m^, and, I tielie*e, tlw 
<*aMy bm, who had'tlwhoneityaiid dncerlty to tcUSir 
«fnuicii Bnrdett tUt Ibe people'Weife no lOngertobe 
/'made the dopei of pofMAnl- atnbition, Yoor stock of 
t" information, u to the itate of the CMOtry; yoor elo- 

•^" qoent and iiMvible deIcr^)tion of that state ; your new 
^ of tbe caniei of tbe e*ils ; yonr moderate manner of 

Jo l^ing a.raoMdy; yOEir bbI, yonr indntry, yoor dta- 
" inlereBtedoeu ; In dioit, eToy thing I mw in yon tenA^ 

^u ed to give ma die Itigbeat opinjon of your andetModuif 
■ " and taleMij oa *elt aa rf ^nr >nU)c (plift aod virtnot 

* \-^ - [,i.,.i..C.ooglc 



« If the ban of yonr Dungeon will afford jon light inffi- 
« dent to read, tlie light (ri* any pobKc paper «, I aee, de- 
*' Hied you ; Md, theVefore, you may, perhaps, cloae jonr " 
" eyea for ever iriihout knowing of wiiat I dow atUreas to 
" yon ; fcuf, at any rate, it will, if ftat event ahonld hap- 
« pen, be a aonrce of latin^tion to me to know, that I 
" bBTB bonie thit pnbUc teitiUQuy, rMpectiag yooi con- 
« duct and characteT." 

I aafore yon. Sir, that I feel not a little pro«dat,pa# 
findmg, that, in refilling to accept of your liberty by en. 
ch the innleaee of 
rejecting, with huligi- 
oporchate your own. 
Keoce in the jiutioa- 
li.ifeelSiDtaliala 
ig thii nobte bLimI in, 
' England, you have^ 
3, the very Ugh «pi- 
leratandiag, diuute> 
I greater ia.the plea> 
•lire I eiperience trofa .the reflectiau, that, in' your con- 
duct, the nation has ngw a proof, that i^lgreatnew.oif 
Siud heloogs to Ibose, whom the iniolence of wealth, and 
wiiatia caliea*trlA, lia* denoDiinaieii (ss '* t^vfr Qur 
<<"■»■" . I ., I ■ ,;-.,-'<, 

The progperily, the bappiueu, (he (jratidtmt: tbe^RMi 
ness, the honour of Eiig]tt(i;l, haj(e,,aU iny ljrpJ«Bg,„befH' 
the things nearest [By he^rt i at^ as th«M! ^14 ^tVwlnMD 
■he restoration, of those .iKhti, ./sT *'li'Ctl..)WWi<itoi'* .»» 
bravely contended and are Atill c()iitei|i)ifi£,. I irniT fwii" 
ooilyhope, that >uiif;teruie^d,)ieaitkw^l;iW*^le;')Hmiia 
aaimsteiBilli«n« to,foUo^ygUjr,^kbt.extM|Ja*,'' ,.>., i" 
■ ■ .1 Mmtu«;'' ""■'■= '■" '-' '■•'■ ■■' ' -''■I'"'-' " 

iL-,. ■»..■-■" '^^f *''■''•"-■ '^■''!i.' >'.'■.'.'■">"-■:■ V ■ 
1 !-■■;.-■ -t. ■•■' VaBraiacera.fiiMM,!' ::-'"" - 
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., Mr. JAMES PAUL OOBBETT. 

LETTER I. 

IMTBODUCTION. 

Jforik Ha^iitad, Long h-land, Oec. 0, I'SlT. 

Mt Dear Little Jamej, "'- 

YOU hayo now weived at the »ge of fmtitta 
years wilhoiiC ever hnvbg been bidden, or 'ev^n 
adrtsed, to loot into 3 book; and alt ynu kiiow of 
resdiAg' or of Writing you owe to your own unbias- 
Md taue and; choice. But while you- have livedl 
unpersecuted by such importunities, you liaVe bad 
Ax. very great advaniige or being brad up under a 
roof, bcnia(ii-w]ttch no car^Si, no dice, no gaming', 
ao.senulen putiaeof any description,' aver fouBd 
X-placc.' Is tbe absence of theaSi books naturally be- 
fsa**" your ^oin pan ions during some pan of you r li ore c 
)bu' have' tmd ^nd have written because you saw 
y«ur eMecs.Tcad and write, juitas you'hlve hanv- 
dd lo^rt^e and tHdil andsliaot, todtg-ihf beds in the 
gaodcn, to tram tlie floweraalid to prune rthe trees. 
Tbeii«iliD&ilexescise,'atsd thfr^pleasures, nttUiiarf 
with, fear,' which you have decived. frmn' ibosc 
■MiM^gbaw given you" a sound >iniodkin:a sourtd 
iiody,".Mii theie, says an En^sb writer, v<b*H 
wtnkt.jKU will hy-and-by read, '.' ate the grttaicai 
" bleisings that Cod can give to man."' .' , «; 1 • 
, It is- true,: that these are very great blessings ; 
bull mere ftwiwfcieai of mind, wilh<Mt any 'mental 
atquMefnentSiis possessed by lailUahS ; ii is. an wdir 
nary p«eieHi(Hi ; and it gives a min iiio fair pretcnir 
ftoM i» merit, beunse beowet it.:toMcideit,.anil 



..Googfc 



S WTUDvcTivH, Letiec 

not to any thing done by himself. But Vncmitdge, 
In my an or science, being always the fruit oF ol> - 
scrvBiion, study or practice, gives, in proportion (o 
its extent and useftilucsa, the possessor a~ just clatm 
to respect. ^Ve do, indeed, oFicd see, all the out- 
ward marks of respect bestvtred upon persons mere- 
ly becaute they are rich or powerful ; bnt these, 
while they are bestowed;wkh pain, are reetived 
without pleasure. They drop from the tongue or 
beaai fram thefeatm«i, bufhaveuooraimtiiMcaiion 
with the heart. They are not the voluntary offerings 
of admiration, or of gratitude; but ar&esitortcd fhxla 
the hopes, the fean, the anxieties, of poverty, of 
meanness, or ttfgiiiltt Nor js.rwpvtduB tabMtcs- 
ty, fidelity, or 10 ai^ sudi ^iialitiei ii bscfliuet 4i^ 

■ bonesty and perfidy ate crimeh- 'Ta Oititle * taaa 
to Fcspeet then mtut be aooivtbipff.ol.bbawil^d** 
ing, bcyood the bwndk^of W-wiUifaMiwiifdiaici 
sna «bligali<K^. 

Th«reforB,! being ,(RtnBiiel«d«liran to to-yais 
jsf dear Jane*, M objectoi rapKtv' 1 tMiw.«aH 
Wftia you to<a|^yytt]r mind' (ntlK tattimg^ 
iMt'kiod of knowledgeiriiMhisiiiitmiriabfeftvDi 
Macqu«aiaiie«wiUhbiaks3fw,thaagbkMwle4get 
in ey«yttt.u>drideiMe,ii>, if properiy'^lM^ 
woE^yvf pniM^in propoRooa to iisuieM nrfuMu 
fiikieM, there are soiiu<btDd>-^;]ca*wbdgt<ff4tiHi . 
ace juftlycMuideredas of a nipcnor mmcfv ••> 
w^ibecaiue the posseuiM «f tfaeaiis a proof of 
BB«e than ordinaiy.mduuryaad lakn^ but betxkUM 

- -the. application of tbouhas natM^lyanwrepoifr' 
•rfnl iofluaim id the a&irs and on the osadilioa ttf 
MM frictids, aaquaintancevi>**S'''>'^''^ OO'^'B'^tl'**')'' 
Blake, the Titch&eldthilcfaert who^bixde hisleg 
into S[^len in falliig lifom a wbeat-rfci, was, oa 
acGouDt «f the knowlcdgB which hC' posMssedbe- 
'^ond that of bbourera in general, aa<^}ect af re- 
«pect« botj is iti degree, and in ibeTedinsiffois 
Wbich it<>fawf>lHW4iffeMiii wai that iwpeM Inm 
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-1. iMTKOfl»«T.iWi. . 7 

the reipicct: due,'t<i,'OUfuexcel^at if^jglibatur U't. 
Bldndkll, who,r»(and ^Ke lej; to ^rrcft'i^a;: ' 
afierfiuf jarriton and ;ariay syrgeont .)ud d^jar^ 
that it wu ^pofsible to pijuerve it, and t^t, if (bf) 
leg were not c^t off, tliemanouiBtdie wif|iiotwent)'-; 
fourliwfi?. It is p[objtble,:tha( Lhf cinM^ of Mr^ 
BluodeU was ^, oa^liit, oociu^o% tfcciigied ipoc^ 
altogelher, ihanjotji' day^ ^d loui'.iiigiuq ; yeit >^ 
cfiect wa^r a g''**^ I>en«&t to be eBJA)«4 by BlaLfi 
Ibr ptobi^lf (hi^ ,01;, forty sff^ taf,c9iat; and 
wbil^ we Jll^ft. pert ihai ^Ubeoeiit,. would QCcfBf 
urily.^eitaad, itself |o ^l)e wh9le of hj« wnpereuf 
Eamily, we must; jt«|t qw)o^ tbose rtyliogi ^ 
Measure, wtiieti (fail cifre «MUlci.,natHraUy pF^dvM 
a)lioagHrriend«^jKM||wit>tfHi9W,'mdDeiKW!0tW ^ 
, The ^wpect duc;lp;Sb*>Pf»fc»««», frf*kei.SnW;, 
gOMM PbysipwOii*i.l)»v|r«wfe pfjW ♦fdep ioJwJM \ 
Wjbat Wl(V9bttdHV,t9 tH pr(4«HiQR$lf weXami > 
' l«r< iffbelhqr in iji« c^atuiu oI G«H»eJlM.«r laf 
Judfft hen. an reqwndiiODtjmiljriiitcamaids iti« : 
duitry«,laboiK, .B»d, tilqHy inllte aafunlMBt wt ; 
luiowkdt|«^'b«i:tbA»p(>UcatiaBik>C diia]»!i»<KltdgB^ , 
in deSmaing tlic propeity •£ th«-feebld or iBe>a« 
lieiM ^it«- ibej lUa^^ A.. Ok iaMmti -mi tim 
wilea.<M ths.crab]r,,ia:iffaa]b)^|Bro(actkaiila:idB ; 
nocence and securing puniabmeat to guilkii,ln>, in \ 
the afttrtiof ii>Bit.JWtfcototliBif;ciMii5i»ip iJU, a \ 
mudk man-jt^eaiiiit taad InoW itowcrjuJ inftitoM I 
thao ^«w:postibfi|ri:artie:.i<KMi,Etbe applteiuito «C 1 
SwsicBVwUedlcdbMwledgfoii m.;. ... . ■:j. 

To the fiiUctiMiiloC.'SiMMiwdiaBd Lb^im« f 
ii due the high'eu rapcot. wbicbcaanbe 8ti»w»hi]' 
■Bail la,an)i< thing humaat ftriiiUX joBtyittbeiiiw 
dutiig', Ubouhfiond lalem, tlM|aititQ>iii AeatqiuM*! 
okMtiaf kaowletlge,! Mill jgrebteil, and iirigrtMM 
hue, ihaa in the pnrfeasioD [•(jtbw Ucw; Jnif, ^ 
the' applkatiib df ihia Jmewled^e'tbe (RMf. aed 
M transcendam in paint ot magnitude at u pbie 
Ihem bejiood all ihe bouadt s( campaiiioD, Hetc 
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9 iNTitimi/cTioN. Leiief 

ii is not individinf persons wifh iKeirramllieS) 
Triends, ' and rieightHnirs, that are affected ; but 
whole countries and eommuoiiies. Here (be mat- 
ters (o be discussed and dtcided on, are peace or., 
war, and the libertir or slavery, happiness or 
misery, of nations. Here a single instance of ncg-' 
kct, a single oversight, a single error, may load' 
with calamity millions or men, and entail that ea- 
tamily on a long series of future generations. 

But, my- dear James, you will always bear in 
mind, that, as tbe degree and quality of our re-' 
jpectrise in proportion to the influence, which 
tlie dififerent branches of knowledge naturally hare 
>D tlie affairs and on tfae conditlw] of men; so, in 
cases of an imperfitetioii in knowledge, of of nig' 
Icct of its BpplieatioD, or of its perversion to bad 
purposes, ail tlie feeliu^s which are t^pontt to 
that of respeei, rise in the time proportion.' TV 
^<tfant ptetieiWleFS' to Surgery and Medicine nn 
award. onrcMrtinpt and scorn; on time-scniDg 
M' l>eacber()vs'"C(iiinsellors, abd on cruel, or par-' 
tial Judges^ we- infiiel our deicaiation and abhors 
rencc; ~wbilei/oa rapacious, corrupt, perfidious, 
•r lytMinlGsliSiaiMmen and Legisliion, the voice 
af human -aanqe. cries aloud (m execratiwi and 



'^e particular 'paib of knowlctlge, to be pur- 
sued. by yeu,' will be of your own dmosing ; but, 
as to louiwlcdge 'connected with books, there is a 
Step to be taken before you can fairly enter upon 
•■f path. In^tlH immeDse hM of this kind of 
Imofriedge, innumerable are thepwhs, and Crah- 
MAK is tfaegateof eulrance to them ait. And, if 
ffeammar be so useful in the attaining of know- 
kdge,. it. is abfiohoely necessary in order to enable 
tbe. possessor t«i communicate, by writing, that 
kwwtedge t*' otfaen, without which communica- 
tkii the posseamm must be comparatively useless 
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I. '. IHTBOpDCTtttM. " 9 

ta liimielf in njauy cam, and, in alinMt all caio,' 
to the ml of mlnl^ind: 

Th« aclioiM of men proceed frain their thoughts,' 
In atiiu to obtain the co-operation, the concur- 
rence, or the cooicnt, of others, we mustcom- 
mnnicaie oar thoughts lo them. The lAeans 06 
this comnmnication are wartfo; and jtrammar teach - 
es us haw lo laakt usi of iterds. Tfaerefore, in all 
the ranks, degrees, and situatrons of lire, a know- 
ledge of theprlnciptes and niles of grammar must 
be useful ; in some siluaiions it must be necMsary 
lo the aT«idinJ of reallf injurious crron; and In 
no sloratton, which calb on a man to place his 
thoughts upon paper, can the possession of it fail 
lo be aMurceof setf-graiulation, or the wanlof it 
s cause of norlification and sorrow. ' 

' But, 'toibeiatquiriHgof this hraiKh of knowledge, 
my dear son, there ii one nrative, which, though' 
, it ought, at all times, to be strongly frit, nught, at 
die present time, to be so felt in an esiraordinary 
degree : I mean, that desire, which every man, 
and especially every youii^ aian^ should entertain 
lo he able to avert with xiicciihc'ri^ii and liber- 
ties «f his country. Wh^ you come Ipread' the 
history of those Laws of England, by which tfae^ 
freedom of the people^aa been secured, and by 
which the happiness and power and glory of oar 
htntd and beloved country have been so greatly pro- 
moted ; when you come to read the history of the 
struggles of our 'forefathers, by which these sacred 
Laws have, from lime to time, been <lefendeil 
igahiit despotic ambition; by. which they have 
Men restored tovigour when on the eVe of perish- 
ing; by which their violators have never failed,' 
in the end, to be made to feel the just Vengeance 
of.the People ; when yon come to read the bistoty 
of these struggles in the ctutseuf freedom, you wiH 
fmd, that tyranny has no enemy so formidable as 
. the pen, - And, while you will see with exultatios' 
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19 IKTBODUdTUM. < LcttCt 

tbcloBg-iniprifb^, iheheavil^-finMl, tke bamiAod 
William Frtnhe, muniingto'libcrtr>,<bomriibf 
tbe peopla' from Scwihip^>twi to Loridte. over a 
nsd airewed witb flewv* ; thm uoutm;, brinft 
htg to trial and to the bloek, the tyriinn; from whow 
haocb'bftfaad bissoualryiiui inij«Bil|rnnd'cnHUf 
sufieradii while four bnnand the htirt of evuir]! 
youagnaanin tbe kingdamwUI bflundivrkh jaf M 
tbespcaacln^ yeu ought all to bnrta^mindi ihatv 
witbttut a kmmledge of grammar, Mr. PRvn^ri 
could never have pMCnrmed^aay of thosracif, bjt 
which Lti name hai t»eea thui. presttvedt ana 
which have earned :his. memoiy to -be held <■ 
honour. 

Though I have sow said what, I am sure,^iU 
be more than ■ufficiei't to nalte you enMrtainn 
Strong detire to talui this Erst step, in the ruad to . 
literary knowledge, I canool cMtoclude ihis intvo^ 
ducloryleiier, without obterving^. that you ougbtto 
proceed in your study, not mly with diligcace, hui 
yiitb palitnetj that, if you niMt with difficulties^' 
jrou ihould bear in mind, that, to eitjoy the noUt 
proipect frpro Port'n-Down Hil), youiiad Erst ta 
climb slowly to the top ; and that, if those difficult 
tietigathcT about you and impede your wayv you 
have only to call to your recollegiion anyone of 
the many days that you have lolled through briet* 
and bntmbles and bogs, cheered and uf^ on bjr 
ihehopeof at lait finding and killing yvdrganu. 

I have-put my work into the form of Leuera, i« 
order that I might be contiQually reminded, that t 
wai addressing myself to persons, who'uceded ty 
be spoken to with great clearness, tha/tt numitrtd 
the Letters themselves, and also the paragiaphs^ ia 
•rder that I might be able,, in sonie parts of the 
work, to rtjer you to, or UU you whert lo look al^ 
other parts of tbe work. And here] will ju«I add,, 
that a unltnct, used as a term in grammar, mc<ms eac 
«f lho(epwtiM».i^.W<K<JSt wbicb)i>diyidcdJrQgi 
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I. IHTtaBVGTlON. 11 

tbe reii by a 'ifu'e dot, wbfcb is called a ptriiyit, 
or fiill puint; and ibai a paragraph meaiu, one of 
ihoM colleciioai, or blocks, of senlenus, which is 
divided fram the rest of tbe work bjr beginning 
a ntw line a \\v.\k further in than tbe lines in tene- 
nl; and, of course, all this part, which I nave 
just now wriltcD, beginning nith " / hare put my 
work inlo Hufarm" is a paragraph. 

Id a confident reliance on your atieuliveness, in- 
duurr, and patience, I have a hope not leii confi- 
dent of seeing joa a man of real learning, emplor- 
iog your time and lalents in aiding the cause of 
truth and justice, in afibrding t^otcction t» deboee- 
le» ionoccnce, aitd in drawing down veDgcance oa 
lawless oppression ; and, in that hope, I am your 
bappf u well as afiectionan father, 

WILUAU COBBETT. 
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Ml Deak Jaues, 

< 1 . IN the Foregoing LeKcr I hare iaid bf-' 

lore you gonie vf the inducements, to ihe study of 
GrunmU'. In thiSi Iwill defiue, or deacribe, At- 
thing AaUed Grammart ;Uid. alav in. difi^nnt' 
Mran^esgr f^d. . '■ , i i ■ 

2. Grammar, a; I observed to. ytta bcfora^- 
Incites .m A«v iir maJK ua: ffiivrds;liat'.is-to 
tiy, (tit«AtjMiiU> how.teinuke useof them in a' 
proper UMUier,. as I u^ to teach you haVr to sow ' 
and plant the beds in the garden) for you could 
have ihrowB about seeds aftdstuck in plamu of 
SMW foft or other, itt some.way or othert nith^ ' 
my teaching of mine ; and socan any body, with" 
out rules or instructions, put mnt£& of words upon '' 
papari'but to be able, to choose Lthe words nhiclr ' 
ought to. be employed* *Dd to. place themM^eii:' 
(hey ought to be placed, we must become acquaint- -"• 
ed with celrta in principles and rtiles; and these 
principles Bod roles coBstMute what is called ' 
Grammar. 

3. Nor must you suppose, by- aud-by, wbtn 
ypucome toire^ about /Toiom and Virbs and J^O' '■ 
neufis, that all this. tends to noihiag but mere orna- ' 
mcDtll learning, thai it is not altogether necessary, 
and that people may write to be understood Very - 
well witlioui it. This is not the case ;' for with- 
out a pretty perfect knowledge relative to these 
SUM Nouns uid Verbs, those who write are never - 
sure that ihey put upon paper what they mean t» 
pul upon paper. I will, before the cloH of. tliete . 
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letlen, ihow yeu, that even veiy learned okd 
have freqiMDtljt written and cauKd-to be publisb* 
cd, not only what they did not owan, but the very 
contrary of what thty meant; Ind if eirora, such 
as' are here spoken of, a^ some U raps commilied hj 
learned men, into what eudltss errors must those 
fall, who have no knowledge of any principles or 
rules, by 'the observance of which the .like i^ajf 
be avoided? Grammar, perfectly undeniood, ena> 
bkd tb^ iiMi olily It) etipran our moiniAg-ftjlly and 
dearlyv' but s« lo 'DxpiVis it <as to enable-as to(defy 
tbeiiu^tnitr of imvtoigrve^lfi i»i)>wirfrdsaiif 'ethe^ 
DHaBirif^iLhaD ittatvAiMi weoarsetVes'lMntd thitu 
to express. This, therefore, U a MieDoe <»l mb' 
■tiwtUiutdity.- . ■...-.'..: 

i4. lAsto tbeidiArent' JI/wicA«i «r' Ar^- of 
foammiE, ihay-Breunntl^Avlded'km/wir-; and 
thtfut thus initnc«l» 0t-lkdgrdp^jf, fttsodyt Ify-t 
nlab!p',.tDd ^nlmt. 

A.. There are two «f ibmt brancheH, on whtcb^ 
vns have, very little to ny, and the turner of wbMl 
bave. bfteii kitpr is use htaai an unwillmgneu to- 
givft up the pvaeticcof fornter limet; bert, as it ia 
uMiil.i* give ihem a place, i& boom of ihii kind, 
I j*iU expbin to you tbe aatiira of all the fotw 
Biaaches. . - ^ . 

{6. ORTHOGRAPHY kawerdmadeupoFtff* 
Gieekwoidstwbich mi»aw»d-maiingi in spelling. 
The- use of foreign words, in this ouiUMr,' was 
introduced at the lim^wbvi ibe ^niliak Language 
was in a very .barbaroua Aatei aM, thoogb *w: 
utfrhu been oodiniiiMy iMiBg|ht^to be a rate with' 
you,, always,, when you either write oc speak, to' , 
avoid l^c us««{iany ibreigBor uncomtDMi word, if 

JQU can cxpieu your meaning as fully and clearly 
y an Eiuliah ^wurd in eoounoa use. HowevM, 
Ortiugfta^f means neither more nor less than the 
very.bowble bnsitiesi of pntt(Bg JLttlers- together^ 
propcfly, m'tb»ibKjt\aiMm^Wor4s. "fhait 
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MXRi, that IwOI-nal -ipjtfear 
to HippaN.il atauTkffar nte m dwtll u]wn' jtt 
. but, M you «rW, by-ud-b^F, nint With tCNucdi^ 
KdioM,- uiNfcr tbd had «f Etymftlogy, k> wfai^ 
directhiifc yimffwad .CwMomwte mHi bt »pdfctB a<^ 
Lwiihiicii^ br.bnu'a nks.-'jusl oh««««, tbaJi'die 
kttcn A', E, I, e.HndUr zrarbW/j. V^ ta ocil 
aia nuBi- n aU* .Afcwti. A41 the^rat «i i|lw 
IntCfTotVthe al|rfulML'Brt OoitaMtfi/Ai' , ■ i ■ 

7. BtX>90DVi$ a y»ot6 taken from'lbeGtMk 
LaDgtn)^ aad it neans neither moM nor 1m» 
than What ii aprwscd by the' more coiitm<» 
mrd PRONUNCIATION; (bu u to say, th* 
buiuess sT' uimg the pMfMr aauiid and «D^yldg 
tbodueifei^lA a/^ lime, in ib« utteTJng vf syllibte 
and.'wordi. ' This h » aMtter, hw»c«er,I wMA 
ought narta oecuttynmch of yoor aiiention'; be* 
aiut prommiialM a kamia* birdi kariiKochirp 
aod ring; In aonie counties of Bnglaad mm^ 
words are proMnmeed in amaniin' difibrnit irou 
that in which tbej are ptUManndin «her caoo^ 
liu; add,' betneenvth^'phmiMoiatifin -of ScotUnd 
>nd.that[c>[ Hampshire the difibmcc' i» very great 
indeed. Boc, while aU inqHincs into the nham 
of these difierencei At toeteu, and all Mtemtiti 
to remove them are Vain, the diRereecBS aii of 
very liitle real ooDcequence: Tar inntate, tUoagb 
the Scotch lay tpork, the Londoocri ^omvi, and 
the HampalHre folks cant, we know that theytall 
nu^ to say tvrn. Children will prodouode at 
their Fatlm* 'and mothers pranouDcet andiifiJn 
comaion conversation, or in speeches, the Biailtt 
be good and judicmuly arranged, the facts 'cicarly 
Slated, the arguments oonctuaive, the. words wefi 
chosen and properly placed, hearcns, whese ap* , 
probation Is worth having, will pay very iitiie at< 
tenlioQ lorthe accent. In sborl^ it is.svnje, and 
luA sound, which is the object of your pursuit^ 
and> ihereibn, I hxvt said enougb about Jhis^^v 
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8. ETYMOLOGY ia I vBrr>difiireM.<iiiBderr 
and, under thi&htsd, yon wilkctHcromyotir.Biady.^ 
This u •> word, whkfa has been forncil out oE two^ 
Greek words; audit means, thf.pt£grie,t^rf- 
faiipnihip of inrds, or, the manDCr in <vbich oae> 
nwrd gmwiiOBt of^ or. comet from, adother Nvoid^ 
For JAstance, tbe word ivalk DKptieues an'actiw,' 
wmavemmt, of our legs « but, in' some, cases we) 
say walks, in olfaers vfatktd, i» others wiitttf^i 
Xbeie.lbree latter words are ;aU-^)fieraDt< inm 
cadti «lber, and they ali difier frotn the original 
.wordi walk : but, the aclioa, or movement, ex- 
pressed- by. each. of tbc/isar, is precisely the same' 
foft ofactibii, or'axAeoMnli '>nd 4ba three. lattep 
Woiids grow out-«F,,!or cooie. from,' (hei iirM.- Tfao 
xmtAs neu iBeiilioned> differ from ta'ch .eihenWhlt 
rcgaild to the ktiera' of wluoh they arei comptuedv 
'!I'U8,dificrence,is!made:.inJ M^er lo -eaftms dit" 
-fennces as lo'lbe Jirsona who-walk, as to thft 
Jfumbir of persmis, as; to the Timi oi walking. 
Voujvill come, by-and-bf , 'to. the ptinclples iiil 
raids, according to which, the varying .of ktie st^-J 
linc'of words, is .made to oorrespocdl With thcBtf 
and othec differences ; and tliese {M4a«ipln and 
rules consiitute what .ucalled.£^nsi)i:oi(^. 
' S. SYNTAX is a void, witicb comes from th6 
Greek, It means, in that ljin|;uage, the joining 
ef itveral things logelher ; and, as twed by gram- 
marians, it means those prinFipits and rules, whlcK 
leacb us how to put words together so as to form 
tmUkces. It means, is. short, srmlmee-iHatihg^ 
Having been taugb* by the nilesof Biymology, 
wbat are the retatiouships of words, how words 
• grow out of .each other, bow ihey are varied in- 
their letters in order to correspcmd with the va-' 
ration in tbe circumstanceB to which they apply, 
Apwiax.wHl leach y<m how-to give to all your 
trorda their /ri^r situaiiou or place, when you 
Gooie to put them together imo sentuces; And 



II.. i CRAUUAR AHB ITS BRANCHIS. 17 

htn you will' hivtlo do'witb points a> Well as' 
with words. The pointa are tout in number, the 
Comma, the Semi- Colon, ihe Colon, and tht Pinod, 
Besides ibcM Peiitts, there are certain maris, 

' such as the mart of inlerroe/Uion, for Instance ; 
and, to use these .points ana ndarlcs properly is, 
as you will by-and-by find, a matter of very great 
importance. 

10. I have tiow given you a description of Crato-, 
mar and of its separate JB ranches, or Farts. I have 
shown you, that the two first oE'dicte Braichtf 
may be dismissed withmit iof further notice ; but, ' 
vary different indeed is the oak with re^rd to the 
two latter. Each of these will require several Let-* 
ten ; and those Letters will contain matter, which 
it will be impossible' to undeHtaOd without the' 
gfealeit attention.' ViJu Aiuat read soberly and^ 
slowly, and you idust thinkas you read^ You mbst 
not hurry on from one Letter to another,' as if yoa' 
were reading a history; -bm you must have pi-' 
tience to get, if possible, at a clear comprdiensioo' 

** of one part of the 'Subject before yoQ priced to' 
another part. "When I was studrlns tbe Fretidt 
language, the manner, in wluch I proceednl, watf 
this; whenlhadattemively read over,' three times,' 
a lesttHi, or other division of my Gratnoiar, I wrote 
the lesson down upon a loose sheet of paper, r 
then read it again several times in my own hand 
writiag. Then I copied it, in a very plain hand, 
and withoat a blot, into a book, which I had made 
for the purpose. But, if, in writing my lesson 
down on a loose sheet of paper, I conunitted one 
single ^rror, however trifling, I used to tear the 
paper, and write the wbate down again ; and, fre- 
quently, this occurred three or four times in ibe 
writing down of one lesson. I, at first, found this 
labour. very irksome; but, having imposed it on 
myself as a duty, I faithhilly discharged that duty; 
and long before- [ had proceeded half tbe way 
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.At, Btfcrd tlife MTJont begini to (cack yomi; 
toldiera their iMler^iw ol (be miuket, he explain* 
to tbeqi tlK dificreu puts oC it ; the bMii 'th* 
Wocb, ihe barrel, ibe loopt, the uvivelit -aitil lo 
on I because, utAeas they know ihui by ibeir 
names, ihey cannot know bgw id obe^ his iiutnic^ 
lions in ibe handliax of tke musket. Siilore, tat 
tbe lame kmmi, are tctkl whicli is tbe litlev, wkich 
are tjie yards, which the shrDudsj which lb* 
tacks, which tbe sheets, which the booms, 'and 
whieh«aciiaDdev<ei7'parlaf the (hip. Ap^n- 
licca arc taught the names of alt the tools used in 
iheiF trade 41 and PUvgh-bayt tbe nftolesof the 
variaus implements of huabcintlrf.' Tbisi^pecie* 
9f preUoiiaaT knowladtt is abtokitelr' Mcessary 
iosU tfacM^UiogaofJiJe; but BotmorefieseHiry 
ihabitjisfbr fMt ^leara, befHC jnU go aof fut» . 
ibtT, bowlv Hiunv-i/u sifft -^ Ttwds okt /rtm 
mother. To teach you this, therefore, is tbft A^- 
j0ctof diepteseiiilUtiepJ ■■> 

L3. ARTIGl^S.' Tbm'm but thne mo^ 
b«|iM^; andlhese^t, -Mrij^Bniaitdti. lodeedj 
iwe tax but tw«s Ikecinn on and- a ere th« same 
Vtt^' the laikfer being only at^ sbbreviatioDi «(■ r 
sborteBiiig, of the fMiAef . I itatl, by-and-by, givfr 
¥«i mles for the using of thcM Articles; but, mjr 
Buainen U (his placo it only to teach f ou bow to 
imow oac sort of wards'- from another sort of 
wordsi 

. 14. NOUNS.. Tlie word K«m means Komv, and 
nothing more ; and JTMu^tt ihe nanus of perseitx 
amdtlM^a. As far as perMtts and other animals and 
things ilut we can nr -go, it is very easy to dn-' 
lii^uish Jfeuna; but, ibere are many Xowts^ 
which express what we can neither see, nor hear,* 
DOT. touch. For ocstaple: Conseima, VaiUljf, 
fiw, Sebritti/, Sleadintsst Valour; and a great' 
number of otbert.- Crammarians, anxidus to give 
Kne fca^ rule; by^irUcii the sdiolar might dis- 
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liaguisli neUHs iroin bifatr' wordt)^ bavtt "dirietted 
bimtoputtbe^mordif t/iegved, before my word ; 
indhiVD t«ld him,, that, if the three werd9iria)[<£ 
j(n|«, the last word is a nouTt. This is frequently 
(he case ; m, the j;oocl hous^i- [hegood deg ; but; 
the good sabr'utg tHould.iiDt appear to he very good 
sease, la-.ha, iheie it no ruk.of thi»ftiiid that 
wiU anmivr tbepuipdUi : iVoa.nmtt en^loj-yonr 
wiioi.'m brder to arrive Bt.thelmowtedgehnie de- 
lira). .;,■.-, / . ..' '■■' ■ ■■ ■ ' 

15. Every woidwbich ftandi.fiar a ptrsbiioV 
any animal, or for any thiax of suA^Auee^ dflad'ef 
alive, it a /faun: So fv uie mailer it very earf . 
Thus, manyeai,.lut, logj are Noms. .Bat, wbed 
we come to the wordt which .mc ilie mmcs of 
things, andwhieb tUugs. ar»<iu( subsUoiets, the 
matter isiioi«oeasy;.^Dd k.requiNt a IfiiteuAtir 
Umight. , Thia .wu[d,Wfoi^<,' (brexam^e, te» 

16.. The only sure rule is ^.Ibu: that a #otd)i 
which siaods for any thmg ihatfatas iom oru/cnce, ia 
a JJovfl. .je^r kkuosAa, PHi», SeUif, rhttigM 

VSoofi o( these have Up sufrffontmi iVdU cahnobeee' 
them, ror touch iben^; but, they all .have bo'cxu 
islenct,,. They all eful in the world; aodi' tfaer»-; 
We, the words which iepr«ent ihen^cr aMutf 
br [|iem, are culled . Nouns. ; If lymi h«<9^1t'.til 
little puxzled here, you must not be impatlenni 
you will G#(l th«.,diffieitky diaapM«riin/a Abrt 
time, if you exert yot^r, powers W' tliiatuog-^ . Aafa 
yourfelfwha^ «M{^CcpWliu. , YouniU gndtbati 
the ^ords, very,Jni[j thiiti, but, pr«llj/, 4dmo^ ex-i 
press any ihihg wlijch ha^ an eiisi^Kt, or i^bting.ji 
out, that ihp YKifi^Sf ^molif4, .zmi, pily, kimdkiMf 
do expresi thii;gs ^which hay^ a J^^i";, . or. ex^. 
itience. . .-,- -, ■ ,-. '. 

17. PRONpUNS-r-Wor* of this KnMandin-. 
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aod it. means ftr^oAts, oc For-nmus ; tbat ii to 
uyi tlie^e words, dtled ProRouns, are uiedysr, or 
■iitsttwi oj. Nouns. /&, Sht, Htr, Km, H^Ao, 
ior.exaotple, are PronouiM. The tue of thnn U 
Jo. prevent the repetiiioo of Nouiu, and to make 
Apeakiag atul writing moie rapid and lets encum- 
ba^ed,wiib wotda- .An. exutpie will mtkt this 
. clearto you in a miauU. 'Thlat 

■ ■1%,. A, woman nenl xo a. man) and tAld A<m, 
illft ^ >as ingfeat'dan)(er (trbeing jBurdeted by a 
fg^agoinifben, w/ui.hluiiBUle preparations for at- 
4^in£,A{in.: //< thmlud her far her kindnst^ 
A^. u he vfu waUe ^(defend fiimsclf, Ac left hit 
;^liqme, ,)n4,Kenita»MigIdlaar's. ' . 
■jj,19l No^^^Jfithe^wKBtbttproBbwHs this sank 
M>¥Kt jnqsiabs »riuen,a»>foHows : — A w«tngn.wvnt 
tfl:,» Ptan, and UHii.liA iMw, that the mah #ailin 

geaf ^ioger «f beiq^murdccti by a. gang of pA' 
a&i.isa^Wg<>f robiers had nladc pTeparattons 
ior, attacking Ihe.nun. The ntanthattJ[6A Ih^wa- 
j^^n fur IV wfHivn's. kindness,, ^nd, as^A* mb« 
i!)>a$i ua^bl« t* dehnd JA( hob^i^mI/, fAa man|lxA 
Mcman!^ houiwi andiw«ai to.aiui^bouf'«.'> ^ '' 
^. aO.^:;^J]«r« are .s«v«mI dMTdreM cbnes^or^Pri: 
^ff)W)f;,^t,:'.i)rr(l^,-iOitliiaC the,- Bailee of asiag . 
^ronai^»»f .ysta will^lw inkanned br^'lndtby." -' All 
jhat i aim at herpi*, lo ^ubln jnm to form a dear 
4ale? .witti ^ejarF] lA^thdjdifT^renoe in' ih&.aartf of 
.wbrd*,i nr Pwts.Qf ^peecb.' .■• ■■ -j ,* ( i ■ . 

(r^ni^Lhe nyu;di .^^^jlM'^mthici^aqantj ho add l^l4<ti 

S'a tat t<> ^M' ■^i ■^^^ the'.iw6t<i.'ddficti*e,. in its 
i,,liHirHi,Mmse^'ift(ft8Sf jgmelMi^MJed lo sfnH^ 
i^iag, t^Mn '.TJifrefore'.thiMariniisuaBci in grammar 
,^l|ie.aaweQr:lha( PflHiof SpedcKJ whkh oonjisls 
lif. »(«fds(!whi)^,ar*)aiyed, .oriJut,.to.Nouft3,- in 
4^r, t« expats ADapi«b*tiS celBiing to the Nouns, 
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•cvcnl turVejs in ths ^idj votm btM):, 'some 
white, Mnwspeckkd; dnd, Ibcq, ih/tte an iH^ 
Duet and tmaU ones ofall tbe cotoura. i wiat yon 
lo go and cMch a luritjf (hat 1 also want you to 
citn a'wAi{« twkey, md' oat wi>f atrhfte turkey 
Imt a ^or^ tuttdf. Hiervrow, la^d, or ^irf /a 
Ibe Naai,i!tl)e wmrdi'f'Mfe attd ftu^e, nhid)» - 
therefore, are called Adjetti$tis. 
.: acj [A^jcclivesurvetimeBCiEpRts the'ftM/JfiV» 
oF'4Hk.N<md*«o ytkiih they are (xit ; and' rh'iff 4fe- 
iDg-i>rery Fici{ivntl}t tbei^use, tome ^ainmariaBt 
liara' thitown^ aside the'Wffd Av^Vli^, aod hiTt 
callcdi Wordsol^'ilbU'tittty -^iatilM: , Bst, tbiB 
name is not suffieicMly cnBjtreUntiVtf^'foi'llhtire . 
are raany wordtt wjhich m AdJBCtiVtss'Vrhick liavB 
nohing t* do with the ^uatifvtX' me^'NttdM'^b 
Hhkh they are put, . CmJ and M<f npi«M qfiaRi- 
tiu, but JB/t^'and tAffrirmerdyMpKSKdiMCiUio^ 
or duraiion, without giving- any In Uu) At ion Ms lo tite 
qualiiy of \ht tbiogs ei^rcsied^'byHhe^^Bs to 
which fbcy aire put; abd ^et, img iwi shorlVM 
Adjectives.. Vou muit rtldvtry tittcmtTcAy Utir^, 
and caosMcr sobcfly. You'itaiiit kwt^totDlad thk 
alN>TeexpIaKitia*oC!|Ka4«MMA^iif'dfe*roTd Ad- 
jective; indi ifyt4«^o!beartM'silnd, tbaEWMtft 
oF this sort-ahvay^ esprriw «MMl qoatilf , abait pro. 
pciltyt some appcpntiM, o* Mtm distiMetivk city . 
Dumttince, bdcmging' td^tbd 'Nduiu U wbkh thl£y 
are put, you will vcrydasil^^ dnd ift a tcrysht^ 
spiceorijiik^ be>ablfl to dlstiiigiiish an Adjective 
from words bciongrngtomyether Pan'br SpiCecIt. ' 
: S8. VERBS.iGrainnBiiaiMapii^rtohavcbe^ 
al a loss in disoeVtring a minble appdlBtitm for 
ihi> iiDportant ton of wx)t^j or Part of Speecb'; 
§aT,- the word, Vtrfi, kaeans wth\t\% Mere thin 
Wori. In the l^atin it \i verbumt lit the Frencb 
it is vtrbt; and'tbe Frendi in (ben Bible, say 
La ftrbt, where' we ttjr T-ke Word. The initfa 
ISt tbat ihcR an v> many properties and citxnm- 
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Mances, so many >ud auch rfifltimrt pm/ers ind 
ruDctiens, bdongiag'tb tbii Part of Simch, thai 
ihc mind of man is uoible to bring the wholt oF 
tbem kHo aoy tbart abd precise descriplkm. Hie 
fin! grammar that I ever looJied imo told me, that 
** B Ftrb ii a word which signlBes, to ifir, to fe, 
or to suffer." What was I to' understand froin tbi* 
lacoaic account? ' - ' | . 

24. Vcrfai express jM the fHflefent adims and 
imvetneHSi of ^11 creatures and of all thing*,' Whtf* 
tber alive or dead. As,- for instance, to apeak, ta 
ia^k\ to grmvy (□ nuulitr, to ctdei, to crumbU^ 
and the lilce. In all ihete csies there is jnaVemtHt 
«harlr uoderstood. But, In the cases oT, to Ihtnit 
to reflect, to renumber, to /iie, to dttest, and ia 
a»ia6Milc number of cases, the mavtaunt is. not 
M easy i« perceive. Yet these are afl verbs, and 
tb^ db indeed expren martmtnts which we at- 
tribute to the mind or the keari. But what shall 
wt say in the case* of to ail. to s(ttpi to ttd, and 
the like? Still tbeseare all tvrJt, 

as. Verbs are, iheuf a son Hi «tvrdsi the Utfe dif 
which is to express (be aeliansj the hiartkenia,' ibi 
the siait or Mtmntr tf tting, of all cr^atiirCs aM 
^np, whether anlmirte or inantttilste. Itr.^al:- 
big with referefice to a man, tb'j^ is ad ^ctldQj 
to rffitct is a movemeiUi- to jtr is a state of 
hieing;. ■■'■,■■ ■■';■■■ 

SO. Of (he tnanner of usin^ Verbs ^ou w!!! bear 
a great deal by-and-by; Un-,' what 1 have here 
nid will', if you read attcnttvely; and take (isac to 
sonfMer, he lufficicnt to enable yon to disiinguE^ 
Verbs from the words which iKlotig to the othet 
Parts of Speech. 

■ 57. ADV£RBS are so called because the words * 
which belonj to this part of Speech art odt^f to 
verbs. But (his is an inadequate description i for, 
as you wilt presently see, ibey are sometimes 
Mherwise empkyed.- Voo lAiTe seed, ihat Verba 
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exprets Oflions, wurveuunlt, and siaits cf.ieing.; 

and it is very [requ«titly ihe use of- adverbs IP 

express tht manner of aclionsi. movcmCDts, and 

states othtiag. Thus; the nun fights lirartljf; 

he rejects pro/oundli/ ; he sits quielfy. In these 

inslaoces the adverbs perfonn an ofiice and are 

placed in a situation which Tully justify the name 

'that bai been given to this sort of words. ^.Biit 

e^prest the , 

es of being, 

or instance : 

e earth vty 

Iry weather, 

IT bard upt» 

s, but Qolf 

gi:oon£cte0 

laipe of this 

01^ nindfl I 

oust becwL- 
lat 4bere aTe 
rtti ajwdl 
It is to, fix.' 
1 !a additi^ 
Adjectives, 
:>i: pcamplc, 
'rtmtlif, add 
hem, would 

Asition; are 

n/^ainsi, (DC 

"tepesili^ns, . 

t zod place.; 

they are in 

most cases placed before Nouns and Pronouns : as, ' 

y, Vidian Corn is sovrn in May. In June and (fae 

*' t^ree foUowing months, il is carefully cultivated. 

'"When ripe, in 0<:',ober,.it is gathered Mt ihe 

" field, ^ijoen v^hp gt? /fom.hill io hill wilA b"- 
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"and sulki are tben colkcied /or winter-UK; 

*< (o prnipci ^pfwJf 4(»ipit thf (QclaattKr ^ (Le 
*.' weatW-'* 

30. i?«|pMi(ipM iire qot TWTnBmerooi, »i?c!, 
thpugh ypu vriU tw t^bf to be verr uce&il in 
living tbwa, iUf ^Wi* lenieiw vill be quite BiT- 
^jent to enable jm to luiqw fbp vordi belongiiig 
lo this Part of Sjpeecli from the wordi bclpnging tb 
any other Part of Speech. 

3). 60NjUNeTI0NS are to called, became 
they conjoin or Join lo^elhtr, words, «r paiU of 
scDiences: as, " Peai and Beaot may be severed 
" from (be grouud before tbey be quite dry; htt 
" they must Mi bf put into ttwks or banu until 
" perfectly dry ;/or, if ibey be, they will mould." 
The word and joins together the ^ords P^t afvl 
Beans, and, by the means of ibis juaclton, make)' 
all i1«e remainiDg p^rt ^ the vstnetKt apply t« 
both. The word bvl cqnnects the first with (!« 
secoqd member of the sentcpcc The word for^ 
wbich is sometimes a copjtioclioay performs, in thii 
case, Uic same office as the nord but : it continues 
ibe coiipe»on; and thus dops every part of (be 
Kntepce apply to cash of the two nount, which 
sre the subject of it.' 

^ 38. JNTEJWECTIONS. This aame wnica 
kam two Latin wor^s: inter, which Qteaot ie- 

• tvtm, umljefiim, whjch mea^ ^offut Ati^ ikr*wi%. 
So that, the full Ittetal meaoiDg of ibe word is, 
saliuthiag thrown belweta. The lateijectjoqs an 
Akl 0h! Alasl and such like, which, indeed, are 
not words, because tbey have do deGDite meaning. 
They are mere souHtk, jnd ibey tiave been men- 
liiKwd by me, merely because olber grammarians 
have Gonsidued thew as being a Part of Speech. 



Letter 

But, this one notice of ihem wi)! be quite luF- 
ficient. 

33. Thus, then, you are now able to distinguish, 
in tBimj cases, at least, to what Fart of Speech be- 
longs each of the several words which may come un- 
der your observation. I shall now proceed to the 
Etymology of each of these parti of Speech." Ai 
we have done with the tnUrjtctiens, there will re- 
, main only fl^Af Parts to treat of, and this I shall 
do in eight Letters, allotting one Letter to each 
Part of Speech. 



' ETYHOI^OY or AKTICLtl. 

Mr Dea^ James, 

"' 34. IN Letter iri».paragraph 15, yon hart 
seel) what sort of words Articles are ; that is to 
say, you have (here learnt how to distinguish the 
words belonging lo ihis Part of Speech rrnoi words 
belonging to other Parts of Speech. You must 
now turn to Letter II, paragraph 8. Having read 
what you find there under the head of Elymntogi/, 
'■'you will see at once, that nay business, in this 
present LetKr; is,' to teach you those principles -^ 
and rules, accortling to which Articles urC varied ^ 
in order to make them suit the diHerenicirc«m- ^ 
stances which they are used to express. 

35. You have seen, that there are but three ar- 
licles; namely A or AN, and THE. The two 
former We, in fact, the sam* ward, but, oF this I 
shall say more ptestintly; They are called indefi- 
nite Articles, because they do not define, or deler- , 
mine, what particular object is spoken of. The 
Nouns, to which they are prefixed, only serve to 
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point out the sort oF'perioa or thiit^ ipokn ti(,- 
without defining whal ^notk or what tttingi'Ut' 
« Iret is ilmvit down,. From this wo Iwrn th»t 
tome tree is blown down, but not what tree. But, 
the definite Article, THE, determines the particu- 
lar object of which we speak; as, ikt tree, which 
sloodetose beside Ihe iarn^Js Hewn dawn. In (hit 
last instance, we are not onl^' informed that a 
tree.is blown down, but the sentence also iBform) 
us what panicular tree it is.' This article is used 
before nouns in the plural as well as bcrore nouiu 
in the singular number. It is sometimes used be- 
fore words expressive of degrees of comparison: 
as, (Ae btslflhewarsl, Ihe highest-, thelawesl. When 
we use a noun in the singniar, number trt express' 
a whole species, or sort, we use the definite arti- 
cle: thus, we say, tht oak 'w i tMXne, Vhcn we 
mean, that oaLs are fine trees. 
36. The,^ 

cle comes im 

gins with a 

sound; aj, a 

seed, an'vgti) 

fere words w _ 

that is to say, 

sounded in sp 

riation in the 

sake of the st 

able to say, a 

a ucl^ hal^ a 

in the usiial T 

ati k which is 

hair, ahd ' tb 

be used befor 

There is a st 

where the wi 

noun: asafi 

in reality, th 

words /of ant 
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nwn(«r:Df hprMS; a grnU nnmiiir»f honitt; wd 
wJMfh.il .(iqdcniopd, aaA wbicfa ii ia the stn^ 



CTYKOLOGT DI NiDtlKt. 

37. THIS, .ipjrJD^r Jam^, is a Letter ofgrait 
import^ace, .aodj (hcrefoir, it will rnjuire greaj 
^tiepuon lEioiii ys^. SeToce you profced further, 
ffm .^Ul j^gaia lociL wdl at Letter j(|, paragraph f, 
and thea St Mtl^ nit P'ragnphs l^j IS, and 16, 
apd then read carefufljr /^very thJi^ uiider the 
head of Xoims. 

r in. jbas tai^t you 
iDm the w^ds which 
t Speech, the hiuiueM 
iciplci and rules, ac- 
.0 be varied ia the let- 
nposed, according to 
nd according to wlii(h 
1 their bearingi upon 
n which they are used, 
to be cpiuidered, the 
endtrs, aitd the cases ; 
d to very carefully. 

Tlwre arc two; for 
» and some couxon. 
len it is used to dbtin- 
al from the rest of the 
:s, or kind ; as, JantSy 
OUQ is called common^ 
riduali or a Icind ; as 
Man, Fillagt, Cmnly. Mollej/ is a proper Noun, 
because all villagei Eave not ihu name j but fit- 



;. Google 



J 



tagi is a nuDtnod KcKm, beduiM all tiUagu are 
called by That name; the name is eommoH to tbetn 
all. Stveial persdQt have the name fijamts, to 
be sure, and there ii a limpsJurt is America as 
wen at in£tigliuid; but, still, these are proper 
names, becauie the former is not common to ail 
men, nor the latter to all <:ounliffl. Proper nouns 
tale DO tn\c\tt before them, because ihe extent ot 
their meanoig is clearly pointed (Hit in the word 
Itself, la figuralivi language, of which you wiH 
knovr mcire by-and-hy, we sometimes, howevei', 
usctheartlde; a«, " Goldsmith is a very pretty 
** poet, bat not to be compared tx> tf» Popes, Me 
"DrydenSfor/Ae Otfrays. And,agaio; "Iwiib 
1 had the wit of a Swifl." We also use the definite 
article littoit proper nouiii when a commoo notia 
il understood (o be lelt out; as, 7%e Dtlawarts 
meamng the Xintt Delaware. Also when we speak 
of more than one person of the tame nam^ ; as, 
** l!U Bmr'as, Ihe JSdmtrdi." 

4l. tHEHIIMBERS. These are (he .SiHgttfiu- 
and (he ffural. The singular is the original word'; 
Mad, in gtaenl, ibe Pluial is Carjaed by aMing an 
j 10 the singular ; as ddg, dogs. But, though (h« 
neater part of out Nouns hmn their plurals frbm 
at singular m tfafs simple matiner, then? are man* 
Wbidi do not ; while there are soma NounS whi^ 
have DO plural mnnber at all, a&d some whiet have 
no linguhr. Tbe^'^'^) eoosidering the aboVie 
to be the F»sT ftvLt, I shall add other rules with 
ngara to the KTomis which do not follow that rule. 
— Tbi StCoND RVLK. Nouns, the singular outa- 
benofwhiehendincA,f^,f, or X, require M to be 
added In order to form their plural number; a> 
' churehiehurcAes ; brush, brushes i lass,tassis ifiii 
fixts.—Tai Tfliao Ritli is, that Nouns, which 
end in j, when the y has a consonant coming imme- 
diately before it, change the g into Us in Ibrmiiw 
their plurals ; at, ^uuUitjff ^ptaaifits. But, jm 
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ipro- 
orres- 
retall 
>■ tI>M , 
itheiF 

ntioni 

gri^' 
nttm- 

duded 

NOUDI' 

», wo- 

-TU 
mj bt 
askes, 

I lome 
1 Jiave 

quali- 
bd or 

There 



Eptions 
s have 
It, and 
are ot 
ly ever 
ill not 
^1 into 
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•oas, who talk, and even write, about Barleys, 
IVhttUtf Clovers, flours. Grasses, and Mills,— 
"VhtTt remain to be niXicsd, howev«, tome vroids, 
which are too irregular. in the forming their plu- 
rals (0 l>e brought underi any disUuct head even oE 
irregularit]'. I will, therefore, insert these as 
the; arc used in both Dumber^. 



SINGOLAK. 


FLUBAl,. 


SlNCULAIl. 


PLUBA 


Die, 

Mouse,. 
Umt, 
Deer. 


Dice. 
Mice. 
Lice. 
Deer. 


G««e. 
Penny, 
Tooth, 
Foot, 


. Geese. 
Pence. 
Teeth. 
Feet. 



42. THE GENDERS. In the French laDguage, 
and nuay olhei: languages, every noun is of the 
masculine or of the feminine gender. Hand, for 
instance, is of the. feminine and arm of thc.masr 

' culine, pen oF the feminine and paper of the mas- 
culine. This is not the case with our language, 
which, in this respect, has followed ihe order «f 
nature. The names of all males are of the mas- 
culine gender ; the names of all females are of the 

.feminine gender;- md aU -MjMr Bvuna are of the 
meuUr gender.. And, you must observe, that, 
even in speaking of living creatures, of which we 
do not Icnow the geiider, we consider them tfl 
be of the ntu/er.^ In, strictness of language, we 
could not,, perhaps, apply (he term gcidier to 
. tbmgs destitute of all sexual properties ; but, as 
it is applied wiih perfect propriety in the case of 
males and femalea, and, as the application in tl^e 
case of inanJQiaie or vegetable matter can lead. lo 
no grammatical error, I^liavc; thought it, best to 
follow, in this respect, the examjile o! other gran;- 

'inari^ns. It may he said, that the rule, which I 
have bere laid dow^n, as being without any excep- 

.tion, has many exceptiotu ; for, that,, in speakinx 



d.t Google 



39 . wmWLMf Ltatt 

of a Okifi, ytt nr JA« and ktf. Aali, fdd, laant, 
that cUr coimlrj MIci in Hatap^iM itU ilmMt 
cVcfj Ifctag h^ cr iki. Sailvr* hiVCj for ij^, 
ctUIed Aeir vettett sAM, >t)d it ha bMn fouix) 
easier tb adopti thtin to enidldate, tbe vulgitibd, 
which is not «iilj' ttHtfaled but cherisltM bv that 
. just admiration, ia which our caaatrj iioldi the 
species of skiil and of valour, to which it owe« 
miidi «r its fMildMs and iVnown. It iil cillidils 
10 obterVe, that coWUry labouren give tfaft fe- 
minine a|)pellati<uu to those thkKS only it^hicb 
are more closely idcntiGed with inemselves, aad 
by the qualities and toudition of Which thtic 6wa 
effiirts and their character as workmen are af- 
ftolBdv tte nltrmr caili hb fcyiUe t s/u ; the 
ftloughdiannlhklsplau^ a i^/ b&t a ptttag, ot 
X sooTtl) at a haiYtiW, Wtiidl plHsM prtmiMit- 
flwljr bum hand id band, aad whith is tp^rttpriat- 
«d to 1)0 particular bbMitw, is tallfcd a Ac, It 
was, deuHless, from Ah tantef hibiitial attlch- 
aintt that gur fotuoua maritbiw Mlecism aroM. 
TiM dMds of laboUKts ia the fields and of aMisUls 
ill (heir ibofM aM not sf p<ri^Hc interest tufficictilty 

(UiiAuUMluig wma at lt tlnu (O ttrasK IB Upotl lite 

prihciplei sf Ifeuguagb ; if they were, wc ^nM 
woa hate a> muy Acj aitd j^ dt the fitadit « 
Iny Mber miion in the World. 

4B. Wfaile, however, 1 hy doWn this tide at 
vcquired by strict gramuiatictf oorreetneu, I 
must not eniit lo observe, ihat tfae licetice allowed 
fo figurative language ctubles tii to ^ve the mas- 
culine orfeBaaiat getider to inannoaie objects. 
This has been juHh' regarded as a great advantage 
. m our language, we can, whenever otir subject ' 
wflljistifyii, ttransfbriDinioniasailiaeorremliiiiie, ' 
neuaswbicfa are, stricdy speakinr, neuter; and, 
llitti, by givfaigAe fancilons of nft to unnintate 
fll^eccs, mUvci'U^ eleraie our style, and gife 
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M our e^mikiiu gftn addllioDil' dignity md 
Cmtcc. 

44. Thi Gaiu 01 Noun. The w«cd aue, ia 
applied to ibe cooccms of lib, hu ft Wridjr of 
muiDin^, or of difiertDl sbadts of aMtning i but, 
it* gcnenl meaniBf ii, iMs ^ fUn^f, or slofc mj 
ivnulhimg. Thua W« Mr« " ■» 'i^ "■'t I Sg^M 
vith you." Ueming, *' thM hmg Mc itela 4/' 
Mittjf, or that being the ttaU efOvt maief, I acne 
with you." Lawyers are said ** tomakcoui mir 
tost; ornot to mahoout /Aeu'citfd:" meanly the 
ilalt. of the mtUttTf wbtcli tboy have undeit J[» M 
prove. So, when we say, thai a borae ii imgetid 
aue^ we mcia that be ia in a gpod ttatt. NouM 
B»y be iu di0crent staits, w sUuaiUni, ai to odHr 
iioulis, or olbcE words. Fn iuiaocd^ aDoan.imgr 
be the nmM of a p«rwa who slriits a hme, or of 
a perioa who ptssusu a horn, or oF ^ pcneo 
wboin a hone iicis. And these diSferent liluaiiaai, 
or slates, are, diereiare, callcd^towt. 
. 4S. You will not qukc fiilly umpadKad iha 
use oF these dirccUou till youcome to>the:Ijitl«r 
oo Vtrbs; but, it is ncccsiafy to explain ben ifae 
nature of these casts, in order thai you n^ be pi»- 
pared well Car the use of the terms, wbealoosieto 
speak of the Verb*. Ia tha Lattn language each 
noun has several d(#>iriiRl tnduigs, in order to. d»< 
DoielbediaerentCasesuiwliicbitBiarbo. I»ai» 
language there is but one of the Casea oE Oouai* 
which is expressed or denoted by a chauge in the 
eujiog of the neua; and of thu disnge I wiU 
apeak present]^. 

4fi. There are three Cases; the Jfommtim, Hit 
fituessivt, and the Objectivt, A douo is in tb^ 
Jfomnatiyt case, when it denotes a i>erson, or "- 
- thing, which deu something or is toAaailling ; as, . ' 
Biehard ilriia i Sithard is good, 

47. A noun is in the JPau/tsave cMe when it 

lUSMs a petwn ot thing which /wtuMfsomewhtr 

a 3 
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^pt/non orthinj, or when there h One of the per- 
lons or things belonging lo the other ; at, Richard t 
AoJr the ttHmi^n'i loprt'he itdlion'^sftetl. Here 
Richard, maiinlaiit, aa^nalion, are in the/'t>»E5- 
^B« cast, beoauK thej^ denote^ persons or things ' 
yiflacbposstss other perttuis or thinj;*, or have 
.other i pa'WDS or Mriga btlonging le ihera. And 
'fitK is that change in the ending of the- noiia, of 
;which I sjjoke above. You- see that Richard, 
iiuunlain,' and nation, has, each of them, an^j 
.^ded lo ili and a mark of elision over; that is lo 
tuf, a comoui, placed above the line, between the 
last letter of th« word and the s. l^is is done 
^for 'ihe {Hirpose of distioguishtiig this' case from 
the plural number; or, at least, it answers thfs 
-pitrpoie in ail cues where the plural of the noun 
would end in an s; though there are diderenl opi- 
.nions as lo the origin of its use. In nouns, which 
.do not end iheir plurals in 5, ihe mark of elision 
would not appear to be absolute))' necessary. We 
itd^ write naons miad, wom&nshtin; but it is 
jbest to use the mark of elision. When plural 
tJMuos end whh I-, you must not arid an s to form 
-the possCMive case, but put the elision mark only 
.after thi s, which ends the noun ; as, mountains' 
'tops; nidiens' fleets ; lasses' -channs. Observe, 
however, ibat, in evtry instance, the possessive 
:case 'may. be expressed by a turn of the words: 
'U, Ihe hat 0/ Richard; ihe lop 0/ Ihe mountain s 
■Jhtfiett «/ ihe nation ; the ntind of man t and so 
ion. IThe nouns, notwiihstandiag this turn of the 
' vrords, are still in the possessive case ; and, as to . 
' ~ -.when one mode- of expressito is best, and when 
.tbre.btlier, it is-a matter which must be left to 
uste. 
' .48. .Anoun is in the cbjedive case, when the 
person or (hing thai it names or denotes is the 
«^'«c/,.orrKrf,~of some act or of some movemeDl, 
'ftTssnu. kind or other; Richard flriiiM Mtri 
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Siclunl gani UevTiiD Vter;' RicbaH.gbei c/tu- 
JUer; Withud.hateiAUr f Rkbiid wants ari^ i 
Sicb3TiiseAi^fterfame;.i»\3tiiood leads lo mis- 
chiff ; a[^res(ioa produce resisltuKi ; idleacu ii 
the nurse oj vice. Here.you seerihatiall these 
ilauna in.tbc bbjc^livecise, areibe edjecl, .lhi-*nd, 
er ibK0faii of iaolii«HihgWo«*orjfW/ l>y:qDnib^r- 
RttEiioritubK^ and !n'bikb«[heF person, crahing;!* 
M/th^jBttni^ativr ewe. ,; . .J i', , -1 :": ,' '• l~ . 



MV' Dtii» J'irfnj^. '-■'' " -■■■' ''"■', ''■■.,■ •'■'' 

11 -..4^j VOU i*iW ftow refer ttfparaJjhphiiTj 
18 md 10,' in Le|t«r III ; which paragraphs yill n^ 
fmbeo your memory M to the general nature and 
ate pf /VaivwM^. i't'hni, in'procceding.lolte'coipe 
well acquainted with this part of speecli,, yonw-iH 
Bnt' i)fa9erv*s'thiat'Aai«'aM fouF' ek^^ or de- 
Bcrfptioiis, olpToamaii Sntfthe'I^i'ii'itdl^'.s^ 
COM, \he Jttlati»i?'tbir6,'At:IM'mMsimiW;- aiid, 
fouTthf'^ht^Jndeptiie^ ' ^ ■'• ' ''■'■ ■' m '■■■■■' y. 
..SO.'. So' PERSONAL PROKOtmS^tbere are 
rour.ihinf;s CO be oonatdered; the^person, ihe-iium- 
ber, ihe'geiidn-l and thecEise. . j :.: : U 
7 fil. rrhti'e are thne ptrsonsr '■ The '|>ronDua 
w]Hch'ra{)TMents,' orcstdnds in- the plMre ->of 'tlW 
Diiqeiof'thepersoD'whospeaWsi is calkdi (Ne 'jirif 
ptirun: that which stands Id iteplacfr'dF^e 'mm 
of the persMt'wIio is tpokenio^ ii called ite stcSad 
person; that which stands io'ih«phoa of the'nat6i> 
of the perion who'isspokei>|af; is ca^cd ihetih'rd 
person. For exaotple : *' i Ara asking ycu ibaut 
*.' kim." ThU circumsiaue of ptrsojt you. will, 
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i/f-uArhf,. find to be »r grtat sMMrt ; bcsme^ 
u ]rn> will >«, the v«rfe varjr their <ndkigs jooie- 
taaa la corrapoBd with Aa person of lbs p»a* 
noun; lod, ibuvbre, fou w^t M paf Krict at- 
totios to it at the ouuet. 

fiS. The number ii either liajiidar or [Jural^ 
and the proaouna vuy ibeir ipcHiag ta cspMua 
diQeranoe af minher; as in this table, wUA 
■howa, at oace, all the persoat ind alt the nun- 
bera. 

SIHCVLAK. rLUKAL. 

Fint person. I, We. 

Second penon. Thou,. You. 
'Ibird persM^ Hey - Thejr. 

■S3, The next thing is the ge»^^ 'Xk^lVf^ 
nouns of the first aiid second penon have no 
dui^ges to *api««s ge«d«ri but tbfi tbird person 
fu^arbaschangetfor (batpivpwti kt, At^ or 
M f and I ated not point out to yon the cases wtwna 
Aneof tb»e «h^ to bctMdin.prc6nMe talbc 

. $4^ Tk^ ^«M )• tbe l»at ibisg t° be (WMidcrei 
in penmal ftrqnciiqiu The raassitig of iha iracd 
emtf ,as uwd in<h«'i«liu.«f granMnr, I bmc fiiUjr 
explaiued lo you in Letter V» parwnipb 44.: In 
|)anigr9i»h9 44, 4tfi 4rwd49,iBtnJciatnBLeiier, 
I have ireattd of tbe d:i*iiwtim betwc«» the aee^ 
Read all those paragrapbs again babre ^ou pmr 
need Ewiher : foe now you will bid their ineaBiag 
piRrt) xkvij Mplainea to yw ; benuue the f*r> 
iHtatl .pfoB«UDS, aod also toaie of the otWr pnM 
BouW( hive i^tnnl tn^imgt, or aae canpeied «f 
i^vMl kHtrs, ia order Id point ott iha qiSfcrnit 
CWM in wbieh (bey are: a< t He, His, Hint. 

i6. Tbeperswal p«<»touas have, like tJie mmnst 
three cases ; the muninaiirt, tbe pauissimf and 
tbt Bbtictivt. 'tbi firiknrifig ubie cxhibita the 
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iriMla of tlwk M «ftvimi>, wiik dl i1m cUwrai* 
Hancet of pcnon, nuiBber, gender, aad caw. 



amoVUJt NUBIMBE. 



nuw 




F fii. 


ovrtiw. 


(Mpma 


'^ 


ss,, 


Bi«. 


»<c»ar>»» 


Ita, 




ibM. 


rM-.a«. 


H«, 


Bb» 




It. 


Hir. ) 


Ik 


nvKt 


LWDHB] 




OVettim, 


FMixno. 


Wo, 


0«r, > 


Vm. 


Secoii4p«ra<m 


Ifo., 


Yonr, » 
Yonn, ] 


v«.! 


ninli«n.<PeniiB, 


■n»y. J 
•n.«y, ) 




Tbem. 



S9. .Vm tint labH ibere an khm itoiMb to 
be aiicRoed to. la tbe poueative caxe* of /, 7'iMi, 
JK«, m, rou, and rVtr, ilwre a** two dOfenDt 
vordi; V, Ms ct Mitu.; but, y«u ^ir, i^i (be 
fiirmer ia lued when toltowed b/ Uw sani* of tl^ 
pcnoa at tbJDS posnuied ; and that; fbc laUar w 
■IKdwbeanotsoiDllowcdi aa,"tbisbjmr^; tfaii 
pea ii mint." Ajidt it ii tbe aame witb regard b> 
tbc poueuive casM of T'Aik^ <SA«, ffc, Tou, jud 

57. 7l«(Uherc givaa.astbeMftfM^/'naaftft- 
jKbr^ but, aHWDon cuitom bas let aawe au, ralta 
of Qranimar in thii caK > aix^i tbou^b we, in pap- 
tic^ibi; efsei, uill auin lue of TAoic and T'Am, we 
geocrallf makeuieof raHiuteadof eitbcrof ibem. 
ji^ccordifis to ancwit rule a^d outom tbii is not 
correa i M^ what a whole people adopti aixl uni- 
verully ynffiem^ isust, n »kb casei, be <l«qn*d 
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ooirect, mi to be r superscdifl|r of aDcient nilC 
and custom. 

.:. £&• IntUadot-ifiitt-tht ancient pract i ce wa i to- 
put j/'e, in the nominative- ess* of' the second per- 

' ion plural; but, this |)raciice is now hid aside, 
except i^ c^es, whicbi very seldom occur ) but, 
whtipevef ^^Jj made use ofi it must be in ttie n»- 
Tkinalive, and ttevtr in'the oijeciive, case. ~ I ma^i 
flpeakinr itf aiveral persons, s^,' ^'^Tt have in- 
jurad m^^' Vjil not, ," t haVe iajandiytA' •" ' ■ i 
,^9. ThpTvords s((f and «frM:are}someiirae8 
added to lliep^soaat pFononn^; ^s, myself, ihg' 
itlfy kinuiif: ■ bul, as these compounded words are 



" the eotd was So seT^ctev that Ibe travellers -foiind 
'^^reaidiffioihyjlikefepin^bri iheirjAurniy;" Let 
lis talee aiiother example- or two. '"'J? isa'ffost 
" ifats momipg. ' II ■wrl! rain to -riigfcl. ft will be 
" Bne lo-inorrow." ■ TliM is to saj-, " A state of 
" things called frosl exists ibis morhins;; a state of 
''things called rain w?H eiiilt to riigftt ; and lo- 
" morrow a state' of tKiogi called fine weathert** 
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'Aneiher example : " It is delightful taseebrothirj 
*' and siaters liviHg in uninterrupted love to the^nd 
•' of their daj-s." That ia to say, " The state of 
'* thing*, which exhibit) brothers andsisitrs Hvine 
'*' IB tinintem^ted love to ihb end of their days, 
*f isdelightful'to seei"' The pronoult ifisj in this 
its impersonal capacity, nsed tn' a- great variety pF 
instances; but I forbear to extend tnj retnarls' on 
4he subject here,' because those remarts will find 
a more suitable place, when 1 cotne to another part 
of my instruCtimis. I have said enough here lo 
prevent the puxiling that might have arisen from 
your percdvingy that the prondun illvtas some* 
limes used without yoiir being able in trace' its coii- 
nexion with any noun either expressed or under* 
Hood. 

©I . In order, however, further to illustrate ihis 
caaiter in this plact, I'wili mate a remaric or two 
upon the use of thewordMerel ■ EScampIe; " Tfttre 
" are many men, who h^vC been at Latm-Schools 
*' for years, und who, at last, cannot write six sea- 
*' lenoes in EngUsh correctly." Now, yflu know, 
the wofd M«r«,' in its usual sehse, has reference to 
place.-ya it has no such refcrenec here. The 
meaning is : .that '■ niaiiy men are in eX'utertce; who 
." have been at Latin-Schools." Again; " T'Aerf 
■" ntvtr -was any ihin^ so bCaHliful as that flower," 
That is'to say; "Anything so beiutifiri as that 
•" flower never ixiiled, or never irtis in betttg."- 
■ OS.'Vft now<»me»lD'lhe, RELATIVE' PRO- 
NOUNS, of which class there are aiAf iHrtti 
rnanielyi wA*, whitk, and ihdl. ' The two Iktter 'al- 
ways remain the same, through «il numbers, gen- 
ders, and cases; but, the prontrtin who, changes its 
ending, in order to expreSsihe possessive and ob* 
jectlve cases : as, who, -wkcse, whom. ' '■> ' 

63. These pronouns are called relMire, because ■ 
ibey always rtlale directly to ^one noun or some 
-pci^onal pronoun, op to ximc. cd^nbiliation ~of 
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Womb, v4iidi is called ibe adtctimts Ihit ia to 
lay, tke penoD or thing bejon going. Hhu : " The 
iMdUr, who wat killKl ai the siege." SelHtr h 
the antecedent. Apin; *< The fMn, if I am rights 
** \j informed, wAe came hither Ust nigbt, who 
" went iway this moroing, whas* money you .have 
'* received, and to wAmr you gave a receipt, are 
** iuiivei of South America." Afn is here the 
mltctdtal : and, in this senteuce, there are all the 
variaiiooa, to which this pronoun is liable. 

6i. tVhOf wkKtt aad whtm cawtot be oicd cor- 

ncdy M reUtiwai to any tHHKu or prooouos^ 

Viiuch da not represent MUn, woaun, at tkiidrtn. 

It is not eorract i» aay, the hoHC w the dog or the 

tree, vh« mat so and so ; or. ta whom was done 

ibis or that ; or, whest colour, or any thii^ els^ 

was suck or such, Bui,, the word Thai, as a tela* 

plied to nouns of ^1 sorts ; 

e htrsi lAM j^Uopcd ; the 

n. 

epnmoiKi, isconKnedtoii^ 
m it ma^ be used, as « re-. 
thai; as, the A«rM> which 
A wu blown down. This 
D which solely to irraiics^ 
r, of modem date; br^ 
(he. English Church ser- 
iba which art in Hcaren." 
r this error has been coi^ 
' Our Fadier, who art in 

)r the pieseDt, quit these 

ut observing to you, that 

mpMtance, and that more 

ireaier . 

from a misapplication of tfaem, i 

•plication of almost all ibe other classes of words 

{Hit together. The reason is this: they are rs?- 

ifiliHt, mi they frcfucntly stjud as the repre- 
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MBUiive of thu which has gnte bt^att, aAS #ht£b 
UMidi w a dislmt part of iht simtnce. Hifs Will 
b* mdre 6]]}j> cxplaibcd when I come td At J^M- 
tar of piiimoaiu ; bui the niaiMt- is oF lucb gi'Mt 
ibmnflm, thai J outuot Te(n.i& (nm glVB^ J^Mt lb 
intiniition of it here. 

07. The OeMONSTRATIVE PRb*rdtJNS 
in so ttaLleil, b^atue they more particulatif tn^, 
or (htonnstrale, the iioims, befbre Which tb^ji' m 
placed, OT for which they sometioMs it^d. Thiy 
are, JTtis, TAest, That, thtsi^ and What. The nsle 
of Ihctn ig EW Well k:iit>wBt and is ttable to so little 
*nvti that my chief abject in gtvh^ tbedr this 
-M^krate place, ia, la ihcKf yw the dUfeMtte be- 
tween fAtf, when 8 tiMbt atsd whfcir not a t«te- 
tiVt. T»lt* an anmple; " r^d/ ibaaik ml die 
** duay ai fa^ ai I am AM to discover, ilUa came 
•' WA*f la« Bigfct^" Thtfirstofthtte tluOsAoH 
Mt nfakio (he itlan: it nritely pofaMs Unt out ; 
b« Ibe ktiet ttlaits ta hhir, carrier jroa badt ts 
hia, wd Sapnliet the plate of repetit^M. Thla 
laae werd, That, U BoAeiitnes t CoHjaiullm i at, 
*< That man is not the man, at far as ttia dtt* 
'• cover, that came hhher hSt iAAt, iaA liat WM 
*> 10 in Aor he could hardly walE." The ttbtivo 
i» repeated in (be lUrd That: but, the touHb 
Thai in nertly a eohjonctimi, serviitg to fmuutl 
the efiect oF the Hlncft with the cansei 

es, Pafaapva proTouad exattiDation of.t&e ait" 
Ber would kal lo a proof of f Aai b«ing aiwaj/s a 
pronoun ; but, as such ezamiuation wouki be mote 
curious than useful, I ^all content myself with 
having clearly shown you the dlfiemice in it> 
officet as a rttalivt, as a demoiMfrofivc, and u a 
cimjuMtion. 

69. n'Aa/, together with wAe, wAosciH'fteffl, and 
which, are employed in asting qutslions, and are, 
sometimei, ranged under a separate head, and call- 
ed adtrrag/Oiv* proaouiu. I have thought thb 
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.unnecessary ; but, here is an observation cS ka- 
portance to aiuod to; 'for, wkieA, ibougb, as a 
rcbfir*, it cannot be applied (o tbe inieilectall 
■peciet, is, as an interrogative, properly applied 
to that species i as, " which man was it wbo spoke 

70. WAal Bomeiimes stands for both nouo and 
relative pronoun: as, *■ What I wa^t is wcU 
known." That is to say, " The Iking whtdi I 
want is well known." Indeed, what has, in all 
cases, this extended signification; for,.wbe&, in 
the way of inquiry as to words which we have 
not clearly understood, we say, what? Our TuU 
meaning is : " repeat to us Ihal which you bav« 
said, or the words which you have spoken." , 

71., The ini>e;terminate pronouns 

are so called, because they express their objects in 

a genera\ arid indeterminBlemviner. Sevcr^ of 

them arc also adjtdivti. It ig only wbere ibey 

. ^tt employed alone; that is to. say, without noutts, 

\ tbal they ought to be regarded as pronouns. For 

instance : ." One. is always hearing of the uahappi- 

.' .ness of ofie person or anothtr," The first of tncM 

/ ones is a pronoun; the last is an ^idjeciive, as is 

' . also the vi|i>rd aaothtr; for a' noun is underslood 

fo fijlLow, tl^gh it^ is not expressed.. These 

pronouns fire as follows: Oft«, aag, tach, wntf, 

seme, elhe'r, every, ^ther^' many, wheevtr, whal- 

(fei , niUher, and some few others, but all of tbem 

words Invariable in their Orthography, and alt at 

very commtm use. 
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LETTER VII. 



My Dear James, , ' 

' ' 73. IH Letter, III, paragrapbidl.M.havt 
. (Icscribed wbu ao Adjtclive'u. You will,' tbcre^, 
fore, now i^ad that. paragraph carefullyovcr, be- 
fore you proceed in studyiDg the contents of ih» 
present Letter. 

73. The adjectives have no changes to expres* 
gender, or case; but, they have, ch^pges lO'CX- 
press degrees of comparison. As adjectives de- 
scribe the qu-dities and properties o( noutis, and 
as these may be possessed in a .degree . tiigher i* 
one case than in another the adjectives have- de> 
grees of comparison; that is to say, changes in 
ihcic ending, to suit these varying circunistances. 
A tree may be high, but another m»y be kigh^\ 
and a third ihay be the hightsl. Adjectives have{ 
then, these three degrees : ihe first degree, ot 
rather, the primitive, word, is called the /bjifii'f,* 
the second, the Cum^aro'iM j : the tjurd, ihe Super- 
lalive. For the forming of these degrees I shall 
give you /<)ur rules; and, if yoQ pay strict allentioQ 
to these rules, you will need be told very little 
more about this part of speech. 

74. First Sule. Adjectives in geneNl, «vb1ch 
end in a consonant, form their Goniparaiive degree 
by adding tr to the positive, and form their super- 
lative degree by adding est to the positive : as, 

rOIITIVC. COHPAKATIVE. IVPULATIVE. 

Rich, Richer, . . Ricbett. 
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75. Second Rule. Adjectives, which end in c, 
add, ia rarming their comparative, only an r, and 
in bnning their su^kflatWe^ st: as, 

POSITIVE. GOHTMAYlVt.' IdPtS-LATIVC, 

Wbe, Wiser, Wixtl. 

7S. TMrd Xuit. WMn the pbshhe lends in d, 
gf or /« and ifrliea these consqMaMs are, at the 
ladie lime, fnceded by a jii^b vBhw/, the coiwo- 
adat is doubled m fonnig-lhe otwparaiive arid so* 
pctlative: as, 

rMiTive. cdutAiTATfTi. ivnxi^tivi. 

tied. Redder, Acddesi^ 

Big, Bigger, Biggest. 

Hoty Hoitei^ Hottest. 

But, if the (f, ^ or J, he preceded by aDMbM' 
CMisaiam, or by diofe thM wie v»#tlf the flul 
VHiMimf b tM doubled in Ae fenoiitc (J ibe two 
luter4 



iMrvivii MiiiiAkATlVK. firptKLATiVt. 

Kind, IDader, KindQit. 

Neat Nomr, Mnieil. 

77. Fmrik Stdt. 'Wbentbepoaititc ends iKy, 
preceded by a oouMmt, the jf oiaigEs to it in the 
- otherd^pces. - - 

rMlTIVI. OOUrAKAiTIVI. ilTPIKLATlVE. 

Lovely, Lovelier, Loveliest, 

Bmty, Pretlier» Preuiesi. 
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98. Thsif 9M apme adjcOiT^ wUch On be 
reduced lo no nijc, and trl^ iiuiit.l(e coDSiwed 
as irregular: ai, 

rOllTITE. COUrAKAl'lTE. SVPEtLATIVt. 

Good, Better, fiett. 

Bad, Worse, Wont. 

Little, Less, Least, 

Much, More, Uostt 

7p. Sprae adjectives can have no degrees of 
comparison, because tlicir signiGcation admits of 
no augmeiitation : as, all, ttuh,eyery, aiu/, seytrfilt 
very, some; and alt the numerical adjectives; as^ - 
ont,iwo,tltrtti first, second, third. 

80. Adjectives which end in most, are superla* 
live, and admit of no chaple : a^, utmgU, upptr' 
nutU 

81. However, ^ou "'^ <^'»^ve, that' all acUec- 
tives which admit of upiparisoo, may form their 
degrees b]t the use of the words more and mostt 



rOSlTlVE. COUPABATIVt. . >VrS»l.ATIVC. 

Rich) More rich. Host rich. 

Tender, More tender. Most tender. 

When the posUiye cqntains hut a/u ^lltUiU, the 
i^na ai^usiullj formefl by adding to thepouti|vc. 
according to the four rules. When the ppsitiiw 
contaiss Jiftf syliablei, it is matter, of taste which 
method you shall use in forming the degrees. TV 
ear is, in this case, the best guide. But, when thie 
positive contains nure Ihflii two sjfll<^la, the 
degrees must be formed, by the use of mer* and 
maU. Vftvaiiyny Under »a^t4Kder£4,jilgatai'tir 
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m6 blfaamifsl, prettier and pnliitst; but wli* 
could endure delicaler and dtlieetesi .* - 



LETTER VIII. 



8S to do in 

beginning n| pari of 

•peetli, ia carefully 

{)aTagrapli ,eiler 111. 

Hiving, 1 d in those 

paragrapli rrom the 

.words bel you" will 

notv enter. 7intnlhc 

variations, lo which ilie words of this part of speech 
are liable. ■ ■ i ■ ■ ^ ■ 

S3, Sorts of Verbs. Verbs are considered as 
dtiiverkrhs,' passivt, or fituler. A verb is called 
active when it expresses an action whicb is produced 

by ihe narainalive of the senlrnce : as, " Sidraouth 

imprisoned Benbow."' ti is passive, when it ex- 
presses an action, which is received, or endured, 
by the person or lliin? which is. the nominative of 
the sentence : as, " Benbow is imprisentd." It 
is neuter, when it expresses simply the state oF 
being, or of existence, of a. person' Or thing: as, 
" Benbow lits in irons ;" or, when it expresses an ' 
xlloa-confin'td wiihin Ihe aclor, 

84.' It is of great consequence, that you clearly 
lindcratand these disiinciions, because 1 shall, by- 
and-by, use iheselerros very frequently. And, in 
order to give you a proof of the necessity of attend- 
ing to ihtse 'distinctions, I will here 'give you a 
sIKcincn of the errors, which are-soraeiimeicom- 
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milted by iboie who do not uaderstaM Cnmiair. 
This laat-mentioned Verb, 4o lit, beconMcih die 
past time, lay. 'thm ■.' ^' -Beiibov* liet inironr 
"now, but, uniil hil refii?!! to cnierinto^-eoog*' 
" niiuicu, he /^:with iiii timbs unirened." Thtii 
' Teib is often cmifounded irith the verb Im Jag, 
nkioh is an activ» verb, and which becomes, in 
its past lime, laid. Thus: " lla^jAjhKtmth* 
"laUe lo-daj,- but, yMCerdij, I laid it on die 
■■ shelf." Let us take another instance in order 
the more dearly lo explain this maltn-. A verb 
may, sometimes^ be what we call a ntuter verb, 
thoufthit expresses xiaeliok} but this bappenV 
ilvhen the action it confined irilMn tbe-iactori—' 
ibat is to say, when there is nd object lAwArM Iha 
acUon passts. Slriie is clearly an active verb, be-i 
cause something is itridun ; a ^uiroke is given loy 
or put upon, something. Buti'ia'thacaaeof i<7 rise, 
though there is an aclioiti it pastes oDtano.ob* 
ject; as, I rise early. Here is oot^ject to ivhich 
the action passes. But, to cais' ii an.aotivevefb, 
because the action paues ,on lo an object: as, I 
raise a slid, I raise myhend, l.raise'myh*ad,.3nS 
also, 1 raise mysel/f btaate,. lito^i^ in 'this last 
instance, the^action is cnnftnedM nk, it is under- 
stood, that my mind givea the motion to my body^ 
These two verbs are, in speaking and writing, in- 
ccssanily confoundedi ihot^hone is a-neuter, ted 
the other an active verb, ifibougbtiiie is :regnlar 
and the othv irregubr, and tbough tHey arc - not j: 
in any person, time, m -tnode, coiDposcd of the 
same letters: ' This confiis ion ,coula never, take 
place, if'attentioflwerepaid lo tht prineipic above 
laid down. 

85. Having thus given you the nieat» of distin- 
guishing the serls of V«rhs, i now pfvceed to m)it» 
ters, which are coitunon to. ail .ihe.sor^. There 
are font things to be considered, in a Verb v die' 
ptrsott, the nm^er, ibe fim^, suiil the md({e. 
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. ». TsK VfMa:—1if:3d again Utter Vi, an 
the tiymoloBf of Prowuiu. : Vou »iU ibttt 
lifUly m the uk of tliis rfiiliiicUDD abiout ptr- 
SMtti And) a* I JUKC'tvld you, .you will find ihit it 
i$ it natter ai mat cimse^soce ; I>kiu», it will' 
iMTKiUoocf) lK:eviileiuH) ^Mi, thai, unleii ibm 
qittinctloB at penon be atiendcd to, almoa oMrjr 
amteoce nuulv^croneaat. 

B7-TbevabmvttiagneuijMrsonw'ahtben»iin 
flr lie pronoaa^ nhioh b theiuBuiutivc of the icn- 
tenet. Ludi back ai Leilcr V, and atparagnplu' 
44( 45, 40) and 47) in ocder to refresh your fne> 
a«y ai to the noouaataie aad oilier casM. The 
verb) theD,miiataxriM with the aotninative ; as, '>* I- 
' write i btwrHtM,'^ To Ky, ^' I wriltn bt write :'' 
these woold be botherrobeoui. 

89. Look bade at the cKplanation about the ptr- 
spnt in the etymology of pnuouni in Le,tter VI> 
Ttwre an thru ptrsoas ; but, gur veibs have no 
variaticu in their apellingi- except for fAcfAirff/ier- 
am singular. For we uy, '* I wrtlf, you wrifa, 
'^ WC trri^, they write jVaodbnly "he, the, or it 
*f wrilta." l%ib, Ihen, u a very plain matter. 

89> Nuuau is a matter equaUr' ptain, seeing 
that our verbs do not, except in one or iwo iniiaa- 
cei, vary their endings, to express number. But, 
what several nooiu, or pranouas, come together; 
care mtut belaiien to make the verb agree nicfa 
duEin : ai, M iBenbow and ibe two Evansea reaiU 
t^ tyrants." Not resists. But this wilt be more 
faillydmelton intbeSyniaz. - 

90. Tu TtMB. The veib has variations ta 
expreu l^e tinf of an ^iou? as, ** Sidmrnuh 
" writes a Circular Letter ; Sidmouth wrcU a Gir- 
" culir Letter ; Sidunuth wiU write a .Circular 
"Lstter." Again f ." Evans J^s the tyraotat 
f Evans ArJUd the tyrants ; Evans wUl defy the 
*^ tycanu." Zlie ^imes of a veil) are, therefore, 
called the ^resnif, the ^ost and theyutere. 
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SI. Tm M<»»s.— The ^(H&s of verbftuc Ui& 
difirtnl manners of cspreuiDg an action, or' • 
' BUtflof beiDg, which manners are Minctiaies po^ 
siliyii somctiiDes cenditionalt and sometimn'utdtfE- 
teminale! and there are changes, ot varialidgsf 
i»tlie spellisg, or writing, of the verb, or of the 
iMtte .worda uwd with the verb, in order lo ex- 
press this differeace in manner aad tense. I will 
giye you 3D instance : " He wolib fast." " If he 
" wali fast, he will fatigue himself." In most 
other tallages, the verb changes its form veij 
often and very much to make it- express the di(- 
iereut mod^. In ours it does not; because ws 
have little wordi called sigiis, .which we use with 
the verbs inateid of varying the form of the verba 
themselves. To make this matter dear, I' will 
give yow w uuiple of the English compared 
niti) Ibe French laaguage in this respect. 



I march, Je mardie^ 

I marched, Je marchais, 

I may marob, Je marchasw, 

I should march, Je marcherois. 

Hitte are other variations in the French verbt 
hut we eSect the purposes of these variations bj 
the use of the sigiu, shall, mojf, Migkl, couidf 
would, and others. 

94. The modes are four in number 1 the infini- 
Uvt, the iadicato'e, the sutjunclive, and the imfiera- 
tivi. Besides these there are the two parlicipiles, 
of which I shall speak presently. 

93. The Infinitive mod« is the verb in its pri- 
mitive state; aM,le march. And this is called the 
injLnilivt, because it is without bounds or limit. 
~ ItmercIycxpKlKaUieactianDfmarcbingt'witfwut 
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an; contlraiDt at to persMi of number eT.-time. 
The lilileword, to, makes, in bci, a partn/lke 
verb. This nord, io, is, «rjt!<ilf, a prepositiaa; 
but, as prtrfiRed,lo verbs, it is mtnlj a sign of th« 
Iirfinitive Mode. Id ethef laogua^, there is no 
Sueh sign. In the French, for 'initaiice, alter, 
mmta, to BO ; terire,mtsms,t<f write. Tbaff, then, 
yoa will bear in inind,' (hat, in Engli^, ibe t4 
RHbes a part tS ihc verb itself, wbm in tl» ir^U 

- 1M. The iidkaliM Modi is that, in which we 
express an action, or state of beiti|;, positively-, 
tbai is t«5B]r, withoHt any cemifflonr or any depen- 
dant cieaimstance. It mtn\jindicatts the action 
orilateiof being, wifAfu^A^ot'niwi; any thing wtuch 
renders ihe' aoticm or stdte of being dcfxndant ok 
kny other aciim or state or t)ebg, IFhM; "He 
wriles." This is the indicative. 

9fi. But, the Subjunctive Mode comes into use, 
when I say; "ifhewrile, the j^ilty tyrants will 
*' be ready with their dungeoni and axes." In 
this case, there is wHucthiag subjoined; an^, there> 
fore, this is called tbe sidjuncUve mode. Observe, 
bowerer, ibat, in «ur language, then is no very' 
great use in this distinction of modes; because, for 
the most partj bur little signs do the business, and 
they never vary in the letters of which they are 
composed. The distinction is useful mily as re- 
gards the em[Joymeot of verbs without the signs, 
and where the signs are left 10 be understood; as in 
the above case : *' If he should write, the guilty 
"tyrants, would be ready." And, observe, fur- 
ibM", that, when the signs are used, or undereiood, 
the verb retains its original, or prhnitnre, forai, 
' throughout alt the persons, numbers, and times. 

06. The Imperative Mode is mcniitoed here 
merely for form's sake. It is thai stMe of it^ 
verb which commands, orders, bids, tails to, or 
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invoiet : as, *' Come bilher ; be good ; march iwaji 
"pay me." In other languages there are channt 
in lae jpelliag of tlie verbs to aaswer to iDis 
mode; but in ours tbere are noae of ihesej and, 
therefore, the matter is hardly worth notice, ex- 
cept as a mere matter of fwin. 

97. The JVrlicipUs, however, are diSercnt in. 
point of importance. They are of two soru, 
the aclire dad passive, T^ -farmer cods always ta 
ing, xod the latiet is generally the same as Ae 
past line of t^e verb out of which it grows. Thus ; 
worhng in an active participle, and workid a pas- 
(iVe jnrticiple. They are called participles he- 
cause they parlaJte oF the qualities of other parts of 
■peecb as mil M-of vcrfal. ' For imiaBce : " f an 
"w«riing; working \% laudable; i woriing taxa 
*' is moi* worthy of honour than a tilled plun- 
"derer who lives in idleness." In the first in- 
stance, working is a verb, in the second, a noua, 
in the third, an adjective. So, in the ease of the 
passive plriiciple; I walked yesterday; that is 
worked mortar. The first is a verb, the last an 
adjective. 

98. Thus have I gone through alt the circum- 
Ilances of change to which ^erbs are liable, I 
will now give you the complete eoigugatiom' of a 
verb. To emfugale, in its usual acceptation, 
means, to join together i and, as used by gramma- 
rians, it means, 10 place under one view all the 
variations in the form of a verb ; beginning with the 
Infinitive Mode and ending with the Participle. I 
will now lay before you, then, the eonju^ionol 
the verb 10 work, exhibiting that verb' in all its 
penoas, numbers, tinie* and modes. 
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xttholoct 
Infihitive Modi, 
To Work. . 

Indicative Mode. 



lit PeraoD. I wortc, 
'■" PenoD. Tho« woikMt, 
Fenon. He,ifae, oi it, iro 



-Iworiicd, Wewerked, 

- TLoo workedit, , Youworke?, 

- U««(iTked. They wurked. 

- I duUI or-will work, W« duD or 
will work, 

- Tbou stMit 01 wilt VoD iliall » 
wotk, will work, 

- Hefballorwillwoik,Tliey fhKU <w 
wiUw«tk. 

SuMUNCTlTt Moot, 
If I work, or may, might, conld, wonid, or ibonld, wnk. 



luPEKATiVE Mode. 

iwoTk, Letiuwi 

.._ [tuKJ, Woricyot, 

Lei hJu-woik. Let them w 



Let MM work. Let lu work, 

WoA ttuKJ, Work yr- 



Aclme.—VotUog, 
Fmmt, — forked. 
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99.' Some Ex^a{iMoi7 remarlit are necessir^ 
hen. Hie thinl fttwa singular of the Indicative 
uied to be wrilMa with M : niiwktth; but tbik 
apelUng hu long been di«u5ed. The past linu 
maybe fomcd by did: ai, did wfri^inatead of 
worktd; mA do work may be used in [he present 
tiBC; but, in fact, these little words are a g;reat 
4mA nare than Bcre marks of the titMs. They 
are tncd in one tine to -express the negative oF 
UMtlier, or, to affirm wiih more tban ordinary 
eoDphasis. 

100. GraiDmariaiH generally make a present 
and a past time under the subjunctive mode ; but, 
■the Ini^ is, that any of the signs may apply lo the 
ttcesent, past, or future of that Mode. These in 
Jklle^words of vast import and of constant use; 
-and, though tfaat use is lo very difficult to be 
Jearned by (breigtiera, we wirselves^ never make 
^niatakes with regard lo it. The verb lo be alone 
changei its fom in ordef lo make a put time in 
the Subjimctive Mode. 

101. As to the Iinperalive Mod*, where the pro- 
' nmlns Thou and Tou arc put after the verb, 1R 

:<eldon dn this. We make uw of tfie verb only, 
wluch is quite nifficicnt. 

103. SmAc GrammaHans put in Ibeir conjuga- 
UoDS what they call the ctmficand times ; as, I ^ne 
,»oritdf I iad worked, I shall have worked, I nuy 
hay* worked, and so on. But, this can mly serve to 
.fiU up a book ; for aU these consist merely is the 
.introdiction and use of the verb to hart in iH v*- 
rious parts. In the above conjugation alt tbe 
cAm^m or vdriaiioiis of the verb are exhibited; 
and it is thooe ofaange< and varinions, which, undfr 
:the pnseni head, form the important object of our 
^ioqwlry. i 

103. Tbt verbs 16 hart and lo be are of xreat 
use in our language. They are called auxUianf ' 
j/itbs, T9 iHmite da Me «lto called auuiinies: 
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lut. ilwy ire of ' fiir les4 iopwlmw Ihui to havi 
and (0 bf4 BBfore, hot* e¥er, 1 Mf isoic oa^ llit 
subject of these dasiliariei) I miut iptak of ^ 
the verbs >b regitioK or iiiregulvt junt obusviiig 
liere, that the word auxttiarj- mews htfpar^.at 
helping. 

■ 104. Veilvaie entiled r^/dTy where: thefhin 
their changoa or vSriadiina accacding ta » een^iM 
rule, at mtaOa. Tbitf^'*' i waiiy L wattwf;! 
wtfriE, 1 KvrbdL" But, I avmat My„ ": I nimtai" 
1 must say, " I wrote." Now, observe, that.m 
'<»U r<^E^ar verbs lU th<ve .wludi. end theic ^f 

iaed: bod, il you ikow look ba^ at the cooji^a- 
tian of the YKbi (0 tfOitJ, you. will find dial that b 
aiflgnlaT verb.- Indeod^ this, u the cau with a£- 
MoM all MU! verbft. But, there »e awH.littUw- 
regularUits wmhtm, md they mutt beverf wall 
atundetV !«; besauBc a want of MUutionto ^bem 
leads lo v«nf great ermrsevenias toi^wUini^. 

lOS. These little irresulaniiiaa i shall oolite 
«ader iv< sc|nT«t< hadkt attd^ if' you shodd for- 
gelt at any tinM, wbuhM been. said: oa the'subjeot, 
,a refercwe to (hwc^ WUI* in a nwineBi, tat y«u 
right. 1. Tbe-verb lo wr/ii i* f^Kfielli/ngtin; 
jbr, ithas«da«Utd<taiii, JaardcEio&mntbe^asf 
timti BDtl also in ocdsE u foiaa the ^!(ve /nirfiei' 
pl^. It is tbeiaaaie with th^ verbs to^wott,, to /upn, 
.to iiianA>H, audiiUinuuusothan.. Sut,ifthci»- 
fiitiiive, liat ia tosaj^r the pdmiUve or origiaal 
-word, end iti t, Ibeitiitonlyis. added, in tfaepait 
limeand ptftici{rfc, aodj^insuadof e^jafterTAow.- 
as, in the aati <^ toptore, whkh becomes ,mM«d 
-4ticL i^eH. Y«t have seen also, is the case «f 
tbe verb. '0 vork, that we add onlji an j to foiu 
the third pcrsoa singular of the present of the ia- 
cBcstiye : he woris. r But if die iofiakivs end in 
A, s, xt or B, then vawsl be added; aa, /ew»A, 
kt wishes: ia tan, he tnsis t toioxj keboxm^ t» 



:.GoogIc 



VJII. V VERBS. 5S 

bwx, htbtaus, — II. When thein&iiitWeendliay, 
and when that jr Ibs a coiufwont imm«<£iil«/jf £</bf* 
it, the y is changed into ie to form the third p«r»oa 
singular of the present of the indicative ; as, t* 
repti/, he replies. But, (and I beg you. to mark it 
well ) if the ending a have a vowel imm»diateljf b*^ 

• fore it, the verb bUows tbe general rule, in the 
formation of tbe third pCTua singular of the pre- 
sent of the indicative : as, to deUuf, he dfU^ ; and 
not he tUlaies, . It is th^ aanie in: the ^cond pet<- 
toa singular: aa, to repfyj,thou.ripli*St! tadtiajft, 
Ibou dilajftsl,^~\\i. When the infinitive ends in_^ 
with a coosoRUit immediatelf before it,.the.psM 
time of ihe indicailve and the passive participle 
are formed hy using an ( instead oF the y : as^ to 
reply, he replied; to duiy, it was denied. Bui, if 
the y he preceded hy a vowel, ed is added to the'y 
in the usual manner: as, la delajf, he delajieit,-'- 
IV. The active partiapUt which always ends iti 
ir^i is, in general, fbriued hysiQiply adding the w^ 
to ihe infinitive: as, to worf, ivoriingi to tali, 
UUkiitg. But, if the in&nitive end in. a iia^e, 
the e is dropped ; as, to min'c, nurving. ThA verb 
/d ^ is an exception to this; but, then, thu Is an 
irrtgitlar verb, it is wh^ tbe infinitive ends in 
t single eiaiiAi for, if 4he e be double, the gme^ 
ral rule is followed : as, to free, freeing. When 
the infinitive ends in ie, thme letters are changed 
into y in the forming of the active participle : ai 
to lie, lying, — V. When the infinitive ends in a 
single consonant, which has a single vowel immt- 
dittUly before tf, the final consonant is doubled, not 
only, in forming the attive participle,' but also ia 
forming the past time ofthe indicaiivej and the - 
passive participle: as, to rap, capping, \ rapped, 
it was rapped. But, observe well, this rule Irolds 
good only as to words of me syllable ; for* if Ak 

• infinitive of the verb have more than one syllable, 
the conioaant is not doubled itntess Ihe aceaU be o» 
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4he last syllable ; and the accent meaiis the maiil 
laicty orweight, or «oiind of the voice in pronoime- 
ing the word. For instance, in the word to opm^ ' 
the acceut is on ibe first syllable, and, therefore, 
We-wriie, opftiing, opened. But, when we come 
to the verb to refer, where we findihe accent on 
the last syllable, we write referring, referred. 

106. These irregularities, though very nccei- 
sary to be attraded id, do not prevent us from coQ- 
sidering'ihe vevbs, which are subject to them, as 
regular verbs. The mark of a regular verb, is, 
diat its pasl time and pasilve participle endin ed'. 
•very verb, wliieh does not answer i<j this warE, iS 
irregnlar. 

107, There are many of these irregular rerBs, 
of which I shalTEere insert a complete list. All 
the imgtJarilies, fexcept the Utile irregularities 
juit meniioned) which it is possible to find in an 
Xugligh verb (the auxiliary verts excepted] aris 
in the poil time and the passive participle only^ 
Therefore, it will be sufficient- to give a List, 
■bowing, in those twt> instances, what are the ir- 
Tegutarhies of each Verb ; and, in order to render 

' ibis List oubveoicnt, and to shorten the work of 

nrerrin'g ■■> it, I iball make it alphabetical, Wlitt 

' the past tiiae of the sevenl verbs I shall use the 

first persm singular of the pronoun In order to 

mUte my examples as clear as possible. 



LIST OF IKRCGtIl,Aft VIBBI, 



IHTIHITIVI* 


PAST TIME. 


rAITtCI?U. 


To .bide, 


Iab<de, 


abode. 


lobe, 


!»>., 


been. 


.to bear, 


lb.™, . 


borne. 


to beat, 


. lb«t, 


beaten. 


tobecoiDC, 


I became. 


become. 


tobebll, 


11 belelJ, 


beftll. 



to beset, 


Ibegol, 


- . begotten. 


tobcgm. 


: Ibegani 


' begun. .■ 


to behold, . 


I beheld. 


beheld. 


lobeod, . 


^ I beni. 


bent. 


totowb. 


1 besought. 


be«H.ghl. 


to bid. 


. 1 bade. 


. bidden. 


to bind, . 


I bound. 


' bound. 


to bile, . 


I bit. 


bilien. 


to bleed. 


I bled. ' 


bled. 


to break,. ; 


I broke, 


■- broken. 


lobraedl .. 


1 br«),' - 


bnd. 


to bring. 


I brought, 


. brought. 


to buy. 


I hough.. 


bought. 


to catch, . 


I caught. 


caught. . 


to cboose, . 


Icboae, 


chosen. 


to cleave. 


I clove. 


cloven. 


to come. 


I caiDe, 


come. . 


to COM, 


I coal, 


cost. 


.to cut. 


I cut. 


cut. 


to die. 


Idled, 


dead. 


to do,... 


Idid, 


done. 


todrint, 


I drank. 


drunk. 


to drive. 


I drove. 


driven. , 


to eat. 


I ate. 


eaten. ' 


to fall. 


I fell. 


fallen. 


to Teed, 


I fed, 


fed. 


to feel, 


I felt. 


fell. 


to Sgbt, 


I fought,- 


(I«gbt. 


to£d, . 


I found, 


fouS. 


to See,' 


: I led. 


led. 


toJiog, . 


I Bung, 


«ung. 


lolly. 


laew. 


. flown. ~ 


to forbear. 


I forbore. 


forbom 


u> forbid, . 


I forbade. 


forbiddeii, 


to forget, , 


Iforgol.: 


■ r«rg«tep. 


to forgive, , 


I forgave,. 


. forgived. 


lo/oriake. 


IforSxik, 


: forsaken 


to gel. 


I got, 


gotten^ 


to give, , 


; Igave, . 


; given. , 
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I went, 


gone. , 


»iri»d, 
tohiVc, 


JET- 


sr^- 


to bear. 


I beard, 


heard. 


to hide. 


Ibid, 


hidden. 


10 til, 


I bit. 


hit. 


10 Ud, 


I held, 


held. 


to hurt, 


Ihoit; 


butt. 


to keep, 


I kept. 


kept. 


to IcDOW, 


I knew. 


ke^wn. 


to h,. 


I laid, 


laid. 


to tod. 


lied. 


led. 


to leave. 


llelt. 


left. 


to leod. 


I lent. 


lent. 


to lee, 


net," 


let. 


to lie. 


liar, 


lam. 


toloK, 


1 10.., 


lost. 


to make, 


I made. 


made. 


toneet. 


1 met. 


met. 


to overcome, 


I overcame. 




to overdo, 


I overdid, 




to past. 


J passed, 


past. 


to pay. 


I paid. 


paid. 


to put. 


I PW. 


put. 


to read. 


I lead. 


tead. 


toreo* 


I rent. 


rent. 


to ride. 


I rode. 


ridden.-^ 


to, jog,. 


I rang, 


rung. 


tonae. 


IroK, 


risen. 


to ton. 


Inn, 


run. 


toaajr. 


I taid. 


said. 


toaee. 


I WW, 




to seek, 


5ST 


a"- 


toaell, 


toaend. 


IseM, 


sent. 


toaei. 


I set. 


set. 


to shake, 


Isfa.!ok, 


shaksa. 


to shear. 


I sheaied, 


shorn. 


to shed. 


I shed, 


shed. 



C(.(,.<lc 



' toohrinki - 
tDsboe, 
tothoM, 
lo shut, 
to sing, 

' lo ail, 
tadar, 
lo sleep, ; 
to slide, 
tosUi, 
lo unite, 
loipeak, 
to speed, 
lo spend, 
to spin, 
to spit, 
tospmd, 
to staod, 
•to steal, 
to Slick, 
toUtnk, 
toitrike) 
to swear, 
10 take, 
lotcacli, 
to tear, 
lotell,' 
to think, 
to tread, 
lo understaod, 
to wear, 
to win, 
to wind, 
to write, 



I sat, 
I slew, 
I slept, 
I slid, 
I slit, 
I smote, 
I spoke, 
Zsped, 
I spent, 
I span, 
I spit, 
I spread, 
I stood, 
I stole, 
I stuck, 
iBtiuk, 
1 struck, 
I swore, 
I look, 
I uughi, 
I lore, 
I told, 
I thouffht, 
I trod, 

I understood, 
1 wore, 
I won, 
I wound. 



shrunk, 
shod, 
shotien. ' 
shut. 



slept. 
sliddM. 
slit, 
■mitten. 

■poken. 

sped. 

spent. 

spun. 

spitten. 

spread* 

stood. 

stolen, 

stuck. 

itunk. 

struck. 

swOTn. ' 

taken. 

taught. 

torn. 

told. 

ihought, 

trodden. 

understood. 

worn. 



108. It is usual with grammariuu to Insert seve- 
ral rerba in dteis JM »/ Jnepitars, which I have 
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nolauattdhat. But, I hive', ki the above Liit,' 
pllced every verb in our language which ,i&.reatl^ 
iiTcgular. However, I will here subjoin a list ofi 
those veiihSi which are, hj some grammarians,: 
reckoned irregular; and, then, I will show you,: 
not only, that lliey are not irrefrular, strictly speak- 
ing; but, il)U you ought, byalToKsns, to uscthem- 
m [he regular toim. ' , } 



LIST OF VII 


IBS, WBICB, IT 


SOKE «1S0NS> ABE' 


EBJtOKEODSLY DEEMED 


skAegulars. 


INEINITiyi. 


rASSED TIME. 


. PAITIOIPtl. : 


To awak^. 


I awoke,* 


- ; awaked. ' ^ ! 


to bereave. 


I bereft. 


iberefu 


to blow, ■ 


I blew, 


:Mown. 


10 build, 


I built, ' 


built. ': 


to burn, 


Ibumi,. ■ 


burnt. . 


to burst, 


r burst, 


burst. 


to cast, 


least. 


cast. 


to Chide, - 


1 chid. 


chidden. ' 


to cling, ; 
to cree>. 


rclung. 


, clung. 


I crept, 


, crept. 


to crojv, 




, crowed. ' \ 


10 curse, 


I curst, ' 


curst. ■ ' 


to dare, 


I dared, 


dared. ; 


to deal, 


I deah, 


dealt. '! 


Wdrg, 


I dug, 


; dug. 


to dip, 


I dipt. 


dip'- : 


to draw; 


I drew. 


. drawn, . ' 


to dream, ; 


I di t. 




to dwell,' 


I<J 


-■ I dwelt.* ' 


to Treeze, 


Hi 


frozen. ' 


to geld, 


, : 1 g 


j «el'- 


•ogild ■ 


ig 


«ii'- 


10 g.rd, 


ig 


girt. 


to grow. 


■;l4SV' 


■ grown.; 


to bang, 


1 A^ofc •, ■ ; 
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To help,, 
tvbew, 
lokiKel, 
(o knit, 
toUde, 
to leap, . . 
lo light, 
to load, 
tomeaoi 

tOiMQW, 

to ovetBoW], 
lo sawr 
lo share^ ' 
to shred,. , 
lo ahinv 
tosUiig, 
to'sU^ 
jtosUp,. 
10 uoell, 

to MOW, 

10 sow, 

to spell, 

to spill, 
, ^^*tt [ 

to^plit, , 

to spring, 

.Id sump,, 
. .to sting, . 

, to sire w,. . 

lo strow, 
- to stride,. , 

Ip^iriog, . 

lo strive, 
iosveep, 



to swing, 
to thrive, ,.. 



help*. , 

knell.. • 

knit. 

laden. 

leapt.; .!. 

light. 

loaden. 



I belpt, . 
1 hewed, 
I Ineli, .V 
I knilt- „ : 
I loaded, , ' 
I leapi, : ,, i 
I light, 
I loaded, 

'ineMt,: , 

I mowed* 

I, overflowed, 
■ I sawed,. 

Ithaved, 

.1 shred, 
, I )hone,. 
, Isluijg,.,. , 

I slunfc, t 
V Isliflt, 

I smelt. 

It snowed, 

lsow«d, 

.1 spelt,. 

1 4pilt,. 

. I split,. 
X sprang, 
I stampt) 
I, stuug or . 
I strewed, 
. 1 strowect,, 
,., , Istjod.;, 
, ; I strung, 
, I Stript, 
Is'troye,. 
I swept, 
I swelled, 

Iswam, swum. 

.'Iswungor^WAPgtSWiuig. : 
1 thnive. .... tt^iyei^ 



overSowQ^ 
sawn. 
.. shaven, 
slired.. 
ahane.. ', 
■ slung* 
slunk, 
■lipl. 
smelt. 
snowR..^ 
sown. '-* - 
. Spelt, 
spilt., 
spiucn. , 
sHlif... 
sprung!. 
. , siampr. 
Slang, stung. 

StTQlVn., 

stridijen. 
strung. 

striven. ' 
swejit. 
swollen. . 



. iswungor, 
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(0 throw, 


1 threw. 


throwni 


lo thrust, 


I thrust, 


thrust. 


to wax, 


Iwaxid, 


.waxeot 


to weave, 


I wove, 


woven. 


to weep, 


I wept. 


wepi. : 


to whip. 


Iwhipl, 


whiot. 



106. The greater part i^ t%ae verbs lUtve ht- 
cnne irregular by the bad practi<!e of abbrtrial'mg, 
or shariining, in- writing. We are alwajii given 
to cut our words short ; andj with very fewexcep- 
tions, you find people wnting fn^if, mn^tfjit^i'it; 
iostead of lofid, moved, valted. TlMywish 10 
make the- pen correspond' with'tl^ longuej hut, . 
they ought not, (ben, to write the word the at fun 
leagth, nor the word of, nor any other littlrword'; 
fi>r, Scarcely ever are these words fullg s»imdedia 
cpealiing. From lov'd, mev'd, wali'd, it is very 
easy to sHde into lorl, moyt; walit. Aud this has ' 
been the case with regard to curst, dtall, dwelt, 
teapl, helpl, and many others iit (he last inserted 
list. It is just as properi to say jumpt as it ia to 
tay leapt, and jUst as proper n> aay walkl as either ; 
and thus we might go oo, till (be orthography of . 
the whole language were changed. Whm ihe love 
of contraction canle to operate on such' verbs ai 
lo bursl and lo light, it found such a ciumpof con- 
sonants ilready at the end of the words, that It 
could add none. It ootild not enable the organs 
even of English speech to pronounce- Aurjf'^ 
ligfU'd. It, therefore, made really short Work of 
it, and, dropping the last syllable altogether, wrote, 
bursl, and light, in the past lime and passive parti- 
ciple. But, is it not more harmonious, as well as 
more correct, to say, " tbe bubble is almost burst- 
ed," than it is to say, "the bubble is dmwt 
burst" ? And ai to hang, h it not better to say, 
hmgtd tlnn huttg* *< ] will be katgid if 1 do," 
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ii t very ootaiao^ pfanw t mi-if it BotlMterifaiti 
h would b« M njr, "-LwUI be AwbrH l>'d»"7 
iitmy of iba»\trbt,bf btH^ynj A^uittoam' 
tract, havcf tis in tlw caK of to A«ig4 'a f^itgi Md 
the like, rcdooed thcBbancntrs MtbemoMikyrf 
cbanglng >liiM)ii all the leltan oF tin wardi : ai,W 

' iare^ durtt ; but, it it net better to- tvf i -AartA 
than I iuTil f Tliis habit of coainctiag, of abDi 
iii{, is a vary miscUevoH tnWti It kadi li 
de«lnicti<m oi aU propHotf. in- ibe'«M o(> lenmt 
and, instead of a savutg of tm^. it prodbces, by 
the puzeliMg that it sivcs rise to, a gaaUosstftimt. 
Hofring tkutwfaat-Ibavfriiere ■^id,.i«fflbe aiAiw- ' 
ing to yott against' the cuning of ireids elwit/I 
have oDly- to Md, OD the subject of 'irr^NAir- vvrft, 
that those in the' laM Ktt are to- be ned' i» die 

. regular foraii and' that the onliy reatirregalan aiw 
thMe of the fini Hit. Nay, I have, a(W all, kft 
some verba in the fini ibt, Wbiehimy bensed'in 
the ragular form : at, bcut^ wkicfa may bci n the 
parifcipler pmtdi xea/ with iiiU « nuoh pro- 
priety. 

110. AnziLiAmTViBBa^-u.&itheprciaMl«Utt', 
paragraph' I0>, I ^paiU-tha* pan-ol mj (dbject. 
The wopdVffi is tM pau tioioand the pasiive par- 
ticiple of the verb f« l^tk> It is used ai an auxilia- 
ry, however^ Jn tbe'^wtni time, - aadoalyintfae 

• impenUivemodd-' m^ Ut^rn* g,« : IH us g» s 1*1 him 
ga. That'll ioiay< Umt im l» g^ Itan us te g»^ 
iMO'ehim Ugti, ^rilape, tfaemeawng, jb/^ cs- 
-presied, woatd be, act id Mcha wayihat Jiaay be 
-kft to ge, or luHitred to go.. 

111. The AuxiUarydb^ which, brthe-pail tint, 
bcconci did, is panof the verb to-Jtai which in 
its past lime ii did, and in its passive participle . , 
4eni. Id this seaie, it ii not an aaxUiarg, but a ' 
frincipxl vctb) and iu meaning is equal to tbatof 
tetxMaUttWto-ptwferm: aSf 1 da Mjf tv(iri,'Ittf 
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or A«^)'itKtmi todEnotedKE Hmntdhtftiaci* 
{nl:TCrV:»i'I At.vtiiiil did walk; aDd«-w« 
■m»Y ■?* ' <'' t**^t myHvorlCf or, I tte ((o lAf 
-Worb. . in tliu lut example 4be firsi (^ is ati ausir 
liary, aod the iam ifo a principal Verb. However,- 
iW.I.'^W belbret do ana ifii/,; used at auHiliaries* 
4o t'SKattjatl nore.'llianiHeM]]^'e'3q>eeH lim«, dii 
JKt, tbeyace not oflen used for :tb»t purpose: oolfk 
•Thcjr are used fur tfae purpwe o( affir»iug or.^r 
>>]lU>S''n a mamer peculiarly Htrong:. an,. I d» 
-WoA, OMaiis,: thu I work, nHWithitinding all 
^OH mar be, or puy: have be$i), salfj,^ or (bought^ 
to the conuaiTi or it meatu, ' that I. w*rk nov^ 
$u)d fa»e not done it U some otliel- Mated, ar sup- 
poud, ttme. It is, with the exceptioD-af (imfli tfae 
-ume at to the. use of did. Theie ave aoioiigtt 
thou little^worda of Vait iaipart, Uie pr^er force 
apd UK of whiclb foEMgiiers gcarcclf evet lean^ 
and which we leant isom our veiy infaocf. / 

U2. The verba to have iodic 6« are the IwP' 
-great .aiuuliariea. Tb«ie words demand an extn- 
ordinary portion of your aitentiou. Th^ an 
./■rincf^ verba aa^weU. aiauxKiiciei. TbeTerfa 
.le fuau,- aa a. principal vei-tt, tigaXe* p^sttision .* a* 
.lAaytaptn; thu islo saj,Ip03Ussaptit. Tfaeit, 
.this ii a ward sf very; great use indeed in its M- 
laoiity of' principal verb -, fonwe say, Ikavtaktad- 
Mihe, I have a hatred of «uch a thiog, Xktvt a miiut 
.to£'>! aud hundreds of simiUr phrased. I posstas 
-aheadache, haaihegatnenuaninj/ but, theolbor 
4* niQiei agree able to the natural turn of dur Iv^ 
guage. As auxiUary. thii verb la absolutely nt- 
\ ,cc6Mry in-'formio^ what are called tht campaund 
■ tints of other verbs, and those times are called 
coii^oand, because tbey ate formed of twa or nwKt 
■v*rbs. Siippoie the subject lo^be of mji tvorkin^; 
and, that I want to tell you, that my wwtH tadtd/: 
-that I bavec/«st(f my wofi. I canDot,. inaibrn't 

, . tfiUyou tlw witlwd tb^ h4p tl the ][«dL 
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If hart. Tony J wtrit, or, JworM, vt Iwitt 
wort I lime will nM answer mrpurpoie. ' No: I 
mtul caU ia the ktlp at the verb lo Aom, »d-teU 
yoalhave worked. So, in the case of the pM 
time, I mmt say, I had worLed ; in ibe fulure, I 
shall have norktd ; in the sobjiiactive mude, I 
must say, I may, migliC, could, or should kafe 
worked. If you reflect a lillle you will find a clear 
reason for eroployiag the verb. /o,'A>i'« in this way; 
for, wheu I say, " I Aavc worked," ray words 
amount to th.a\ that ihe act ofworkitig is. now in 
AjF possession. _ It is campUltd~;\i is a thing fowit^ 
and, therefore, I say, Ikope it. 

113. The verbtoteaipiifiesfxij/enwwhetmsed 
as a principal verb. ■' To be ill, lo be well, to Eil 
rich, to be.^oot," mean, to exist m illnesr, 'is 
health, iu riches, in povecly. This verb, in its 
compound timts requires the help of the verB, Iff 
ioft: aSfl hofebetn, I had b£ea, I shiU have detii, 
aai so OB, As auxilittry, this verb is used witb 
(he participles, of other verbs : as, lobe working, ht 
Mworking, it is worked. Now, you will perceive-, 
if you reflect, that these phrases mean as bil- 
lows: existing in work, he exists in wort, it exists 
in a- VffrUd states Both these verbs are some- 
times used, at one and thesame tiiae,'as auxiliaries 
to other principal verbs: as,' I have been writing; 
Mhare been imprisoned; and so On ; and, upon. pa- 
tient attention to what has.already bees.satd, you 
will find, that they retain, upon all occasions, their 
full meaning of possessiait\sx_l\i,ii^f^ix case, and of 
exislenee in the other. 

114> Now, my dear James, if Lhav'enccflfcded 
in makkiz clear to you the principle, out of which 
the use of ihfse' words, as aiixiir^nes, has ansen, 
I have accomplished a, great deal; for, if well, 
grounded in that principle, all the subsequent di£S- 
cultks will specdflj"t^aBnh before you. 

lis, InDwpniCMd t»'oliw»this long and im* 
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Vpum Lw^r bj^MMqiiag w jw (lie cMritka^ 
Ooo of tbtn two Ywb§, both of whkh an iPrt^n- 
IWj utd pv«7 irrepilarity ii worthy of your strict 



Inhnitive Mode. 

To have. 
Indicative Mode. 

Siitguiar. »ural:' 

Pflnoa, I bare, ■ ■ .: nvibav^ 

i Pcreon, llioii but, 1 YoataiTe, 
4.I^noI^ H«, ibe, or it baf or 

"""" Thej ba¥e. 

fJf— Ibid, Web«l. 

i J JT^u*"^**' . , Yon bad. 



^(-~tb«(), 

S< llMnibadtt, , 

S(, He,»he,ontbi 

IF' 



J*!"?". WertaII,orwilF,B.ve> 

-lTiottiai»lt,o»wiIt,liare, ¥«u*6aU,*rwill,hwo, 

-He,sbe,oriI,Bhallor Willi — > -. 

'IVjrfiaU,oiwi!l,h«»e. 



SUBJlTNCTIV^MbDK, 

If Ihave,cwinay^in)|^l^iffinn], coold, 01 



.If be, sbe, or it, haTt^ or luaynt^ 



lupEKATtVE Mode. 
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■ 116. Tlwughl haw iiMwtei AaflK in the thW 
peraon ungular of the prescat of tht indieative, it 
Bhardlj-ewr lued. Itisoutof date, atidoutht 
to he vibeily bidrajidc 

117. The verbifB feis.giill more tireguiar, Wl, 
a Jiidc MttMioa to iu irrw«l»hies will prevent all 
•mirain the un of it. 

Invinitivb Modi. 
To be 

iHDICATtTE'HbDE. 

Singular. Jiural. 

p^ f irtP*™on,lam, We we, 

^ 3d IWii, He, ab^ Of it ■. ThsT M«. 

Piit f iJ™*' Wewere, 

Time. J ^"'"' "■"' Yon were, 

t He, *e, orit,*M. Tbeywere. 

C I^,«rnilI,bB, WeMieU,orwa^bt 

Fntwel llKiiiJult.fWwHl.h^Yoii A»U,orwlU,bei 

S<tAJUNCTIVB Mo*E. 

r^I5«*<w»'»y,iMght,woiiId,conia,8ril«)nld,beI , 




llfTbMmr^ 

JlfYoDim^, 
llfTIwyweT;. 

lunSATIVfe UOBE. 

Let me be, Let.wbfc 

~ B« tbon, Be jou, 

Lethin,ih^eT-it,be. Let them be. ' 
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^9 ■TmouMHT Letter 

. \li.. la tbe Sabjiwdive Uede, I bare made un 
of tbe cvnjuBCticto if, throughout all the conjugal 
tions of vfrbs. . But, a verti may Ik in that Mode 
without an if before it. The if is cmly one of ihe 
matks of that mode. A verh is always in that 
Uode, when tlta aelian or tlalt of Mug expressed 
by the verb is expressed conditionally : «r whea 
the action or state of being is, ia some way or 
other, dependent on some other action or state oT 
being. But, of this I shall speak more at large 
when I come to the Syntax of Verbs. 

.119. There remain a few words to be said about 
tbe signs, the defective verbs, and the impersonat 
verbs. The signs, nu^, mighi, can, coidd, wiUf 
would, shall, ^nuld, and must, have all, originally, 
been verbs,' though they are now become defective 
in almost all their parts, and setve only as signs to 
other verbs. Witt, indeed, is pan of a regular 
verb: as, fowif/, JAi-y.ii'i//«i/, they are wi/Zi/^, they 
v/'^l be wilting. The word w«uld is certainly the 
past time and pa uive. participle of the same v^hj 
aod, indeed, it ia used as a principal verb now, in 
certain cases : as, " I wouW he were rich." That 
is to say, I desire, or, am witling, or, it is my will, 
that he should be rich. But, deep inquiries f egard- 
fng the origin of these words are more curious than 
iueful. A mere idea of the nature of their ori^ 
i* enough.' The word ought is a verb, defective ia 
- awet (rf hs .pans. It certainly, however, is no 
other than'a part of the verb lo ev/e, and is become 
oughl by corruption^ ; X'^r instance ; " I ouehl to- 
wriie to you,'' meanit .Tkat "i om the pvlorm- 
ance of the act of writing to yoi:^" Oiight is made 
itse of only in the present tpru, and, foi thu reason, ' 
a great deal has been lost to our language by this, 
corruption. As, lo thevefbs, yfimh some Gram- 
marians have called impersonal, there are, jn fact, 
no such thingk In llit^ English Language' By im- 
^ersonal ver^ ii me»a\, ^ vcfb thu hu m noun or 
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pronoun for its nomitntive'Cart : no pentla or 
diiogthat is the actor, or receiver of an iction, or 
tfaac is in being. Thua; "~It raim,"is by imat 
eallcd an impersonal verb ; but ihe prMiona if re-' 
preaenti the person. Loci again at Leiter VI, anif 
atparagrap^60an(t 61. Vou will there 'find tvhlt 
it ia that ^is (/, in,wch cases, reprcsenli. 

120. Thus I have cotictaded mr Letter oq <d)tf 
Sty molo^ «f verbs, which is by far ifae most iiB- 
porlanl "pari of the subject. Great as imt been 
wof endeavoun to make the matter clear to yoOf 
Inn aware, tint, aTter \\\k fitst reading tf iha: 
Letter, yeur uiind will be greatly cosfiised. Yoa 
will have had a glimpse at every thing in the Let- 
to', but will have seen nothhig clearly. But, my 
dear .James, Jay the book aside for a day or two. 
Then read ifac whole Letter again and again.'. 
Kead it early, while your mind is dear, and while 
duEgards are.snoring. Write it down. Lay it 
aside for another day or two. Copy your owit 
writtng. TkirUcM you proceed ; and, at the eod 
«f your copying, you will understand dearly all the 
nonieou of the Letter. Do not attempt l« study the 
Letter ^icM iypUce. In your readings <(s well as in 
-your copying!) go clean throughout. If you follow 
these mstructuxis, the rematning put flf your task 
will be very easy and pleasant. 



LETTER DC. 

tTTMOLOGV OV ADVIKIS. 

121. IN Letter HI, and in paragraphs 57 
uid 98, you will find a description of this ^rt of 
apeech. Read again those two paragraphs, in or- 
der to refresh your memory. There is not much 
to be Hid abwt ftdrerbg under the head sf Etymo- 
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iogff "Ibty uft wondi liable to few variaticnis. 
Adverbi ut very nuiaarougi iuid may be divided 
inloBve priDcipal daues; tbat ia to uf , Advnbs 
q{ time, ot_plimi.oi order, of, gmliljf, and of man- 
ntr. .Tiiu la«t claiB, whicb is the moit anmemiii, 
u fiimf?wf of tfa«n wbich an deriwd, iniBedi- 
aulf'i bma adjoctiwh and wtuch cod in^.- ar, 
npeefelU^i^p^tifiiUari^.lkanifitU]/.. 
. i^i. .The<e advffijra, «idii)g iaVjr, are,.JDr thl 
iQoat pjrt, biipcd by .swyil^ adding ^t«riicsd-> 
j«cti,ve; 3»£sP*fii4)>fi«niitsp*c¥U^; bid, ifdK, 
adjective end iny,tbaty fi cbBDgad:iiito i in fonn- 
log (be adverb: u,i^J^iappiiy: statdcjkih 
di^. If the adj^vc^ in le, the «is dnpped 
la;|bria)Dg (be adverb: M,.pasml>le,.j>sssiMy. 
. l^S. SoRiQ few Mljeaiw* JiMie dtgrtes.^cfm- 
Jw-ison : as, " 0/iei!>j fifUnv^ ^tfltnal ; tad ihatc 
whicb ace derivMt from .irngular^jcctiva, are 
^regular in foFming thetf de|;rae« of umpaTiBin ; 
ai welt, ^tHir, best. 

, L34. SoipeadyOrbs wteMii^/<» or li/^fe,- others 
umpoiutd. llhe {Drmecraeoai^t of »ne wtrd, ilie 
latterof lWf,oraMte:w*ud>:.a>, Aa^i/yj aipr*' 
sent, nnv'O-da^i which latt seaos, i< Me iJ^s 
lAat MBw <ir«.i Another axKerb «f this. descriptioiT 
Ut^yiitul ijt; which i* used ta«xpfS9s, ia a lAoti 
lime! and literally U meau near and near- 1 he- 
caiMC ^ itwlf, aa an adverb, means near, dose be- 
tide, Wh^ adverbs are compouDd, ibe wAids 
composing them ought to be connected by a hgphea^ 
or hypheas, as iq^lcRbprC asaniples of now-a- 
^oj/s and bj/'md'bjf. 
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BETTER X. 

• ETrUOLDGV .OF FBEPOSITIONS. 

- 1S&. LETTER III, pangrapbi 3t and SO, hu 
Uiight you of «hat desta^tion of words Preposii- 
lions are. Tbe chief utte vt thtm !< to express the 
dIfierciK rttidions or connnitini, which nouns havfe 
With t^ch' other, br, in whnih' boons stand with 
regard to each other : - as, John gives money t9 
Peter ; Peter receives money from Jolin. It is \ 
useless to attempt to go into cnrious inquiries as to 
the origin of preposittons. ' Tliey never change 
their endings ; they are alv^ys bitten in tbe same 
miinner. Their ast h the tnfiri thing 1o be con- 
sidered; and that will trecode very clear to youjj 
*rtien you come to the synta?. 

I%S. l^ereare twimbbreviations, oTshorleniagSf 
of prepositions, which I will ' notice bere, becaust 
they are in constant nse, and iuay excite doubts id 
your mind. They area and o' .' as, I am a hunt- 
ing ; he is a comi ng; it is one a'cleck. The a, 
thus added, is al, witboul doubt ; as, I am a/ bunt- 
ing; he is 0/ coming. Gcoerally this is a vulgar 
awl redundant manoer of epealciin; ; but it is in ase. 
In mercantile accounts ^ou will ^equently tee ibis 
a made use of in a very odd sort of way : as, '* six 
bales marked 1 a S." Tbe merchant means, " six 
bales marked from 1 to 0." But,' (his I take to 
be a relid: of tbe Norman Preach, which was 
ooa the law and mercantik language «f England t 
Jar, in French, d, w|ih an aceoat, metns I* or of. 
I wotKler that mercbBnii, who ate generally mm . 
oC sound sense, do not discontinue the usetrfUiU 
' mark of afiectation. And, I beg you, my dear 
James, to bear in mind^ that the oah/ use v words 
, is la canst eur intoning lo b« cletiHy undetvlood; 
< and that the best words are ibose, which are fa* 
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miliar to the ears of the greateit numlwr of per- 
'som. The o'y witK the mirk of clisiwi, means, 
of, or of Ihe, or on, or on Iht ; as, two o'clodc, b 
the same at. to tij tw* t^ the clock, or two aeeord' 

re Joiaed !■ 
uidttvaliug 
OUT lime t» 
I for, then 
to be deiu, 
: lubjectoC 
I we stop? 
TluBe are 
into enter 
r merecun 
rs of S,ag- 
otoer pea- 
lamier, and 
'.' for you, 
. wliat you 
iverp tlunc - 



XETTEB JCI. 

'.. .. tTVUOLOGV OF CONJUNCTIONS, 

128. IN Letter III, pirafTtph 31 , you have had 
a description of thii son of wurds, and also some aci 
Cdunt of the uits of them. Some of. tbem arc call- 
pi eopulalive conjuiKlioni, and others disjuntlive, 
Tbey all serve to join together words, or parts of 
semences i but, the fomier express an union in 
the actions, or states of being, expressed by the 
verb ; as you atui I tallc. The latter a diswtioa i . 
at, you talk, but I act. The words of this part of 
tpeech never vary in their endings. They art al* 
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ways ipClled in oat m^lhe saine wiy. tn ihem- 
■ene* ibcv present uo difficulty ; but, as you will 
lee by-aiid>t>7, to use them properly, with other 
words, ia the fwming of senteoces, demands a dui 
portion «f your attetUion and ore. 



LETTER Xn. 

aAUTlONAtr IIUAKK. 

Mt Dear James^ 

. 199. SEPOREwe tattr on Stntax, let me 
ghc you a toKtioK or iv.'o with regard to the con- 
tents <rf ibe feragoiitg LETTERS. ^ 

: 130. There are some words,' whicb, under'dif- 
ferent timimslanccs, belong to more than one part 
of speech, as, indeed, you hava teco, in the Ar/f- 
n^s. But, itiis is by no means confined to (hat 
innfcular descripiion of words. 1 act. Here adl 
h a verb; but the acl performed by me shows the 
very same word in the capacity of a iio|in. The 
message was sent iy bim ; he stood 6y at the lime. 
In (he Bret of these examples bi/ is a preposition ; 
in the last an adverb.- Mind, therefore, that it is 
ifae seiise in ivkich Iht word is used, and not tht (el- 
Urs of vhick it is compastd, that deur mines what' 
b the part of ipeetfli to ulilcb it' belongs. ' 
' )Si, Never attempt to gel bi/ role any part oF 
your instrtKlions. Whoever fails into tliat prac-' 
lice soon begins to esteem the powers of memory' 
inore than those of reason ; and the former are 
despicable indeed when compared to the lAter.' 
When the fond parentii of an> eighth wonder of tb; ' 
world call' bipi lorth ioiv ihe middle of the paiiour' 
io>Mptat'-io<-(heif vfsiiers-some 4pe«chof 'k play, 
how aflgrywouMiibc? be, il wy oii9)wfcr«(o tell 
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thaai Am tkiif ion?! codnnDaMs eqtulted thost 
«f aparT«(ar.LlH4hfiiidi! Yl, »Qetm»tt.hni* 
mcMf would : laakc Mibu- of ibew ntgn-po-fBel 

iathisipMieiiafaraiMTi It JiihkmddsoftCTCfa* 
ing, which ii prKtned la lihei great tchMb, thst 
uiiUi rery much m making duoces of Lords and 
Country S4)uira, Th«r *' g*t ViUir lutein" thu 
ii lo tay, thcjr repeat the worib of it ; but, as to iU 
MfiM wd nuoflin^, they scldcni have any under- 
standiog. This operathw is aaawtiniesi fbr whU. 
reason I know .not, called getting a thing by heart. 
It must, I should think, mean Ay htar'l ; that is to 
aay, by fuar it. That a person njay got and retjifai 
and repeat a lesson in this way, without any effiirt 
•f ihe mind, if very cleat from the fact, .of which 
we have daily prooi^ that people aiog the wiords.r 
and tune or a song with perfect cMrectitesst ai (hi 
very lime wj)^ they, are most serioualy thinkipg 
^ debaiiog in, iheiriniadl aboik. dbliers of :gieu 
inpfii^ancetotiieai. 

. 13^ I , luve cautioDed yon heibre agaiast siudyT , 
ipg the for^Qiag iDstructions pteee-nMal ; thai it 
toGiiy, a lUth Int. n^ iitm. R^d a Letter o/f 
threuglt atoRce; and. now that' you have-coioe to 
the, end oT my inMructioni on Etymologyy read all , 
the Letters through at once; <lo th'is rtpeBiodly t 
takkogcareto proceed slowly and careBjIly ; andf 
at the end ol a r«w days, all tke maUer* treated «iF 
will form a coonectcd who|e in your tmnd. 

I S3. Qefore y«u proceed lo the Syntas, tn/ . 
■jffiurseif aliUttt thus: copy a short .sentence fiota 
■ any book. Thea write. dowtt the words, one by 
Cftt, and write . agauist each what part (^ speech 
jifiU, tkiiii it bcUnfs to. Then, look for each word 
lathe dicttooary, where. you will find the aevcnd 
FajTfs«f,speeah denoted by litik leueis after Ibt 
\ioi'd: s, is far lubstaotive, or noun i pre. for pnx 
noun; a. lor ar cle; v, a. for verbaciimt ''•i"^ 
for verb ntitter a4/-^'''*^^"*l ^- ^ "^ 



;. Google 



j 



v/ irii-i.[ [ 

LETTER ^m^ 

■TXTAX CIMUALLT GON|tlM[IVI|. 



mi?. 



JLETTERXIV.. 

tVHTAX. _ ■ i 

The Boinls ani Marks nutit use of in Wriling, i 

Mr DiAi'JfAVES, '' ■■■■■■■■■ ■'■■■'■ 

137. THERE arc, u I inronued ^ou In para- 
graph 9, Letter II, Pointf^mzAt use.of isthe mak- 
tegiW Vw1titfg,"bTsentnKes;'aad, therefore,, wc 
nuM-Grst notice Ihl^se; because, as ydu Will soon' 
tee, :lbD'>lleASe, or meaning, or the Words is very 
much dependent upon the points Which are used { 

al4^g<wi|4 them. Por iost; 
' if-^McM ittUgsl/idus, in a, . ' 

^^yoifwik'lteriek, if you ' 

yearp." Here'; tbOiigh in b { 

aad'a^ the order of Ihc - 

sanK^'-the meaning of ode j 

dlBmni from that of the ol | 

muna, ihat ybu will, in a; | 

if iyou^'be' litduStriutn no\ \ 

that )«« will be rich, ionu 
iadustrtDtii in afowyears^ 
tUi- great difiarcnce in n 
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^see, produced solely by the differeDce in the aitui^- 
'tion of the comina. Put another comma after the 
last word in(bufW0U5,and the meaning becomes du^ 



"■ "i^ '^ AJot, ArtriehfiwrilKni^^thus [i, "i 
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next to the FuU-fQint in reqQiriiK. a compile 
ftnU in the words.' h is^ iodeed. often userf when 
the ittist is compleie, tiui when ibere is something 
■till behind, which tenuis ipinalieth^ seme Hiller 
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pb n weit Ik iMioir, BBy Im k& '«m in (be ropIiMg, 
tndatilllbeMMamwiU have iu lull gnuntiuli- 
cal consinictioa. 

14t^ Let»oow tike I' cmpund leaieaoe or 
tWP) CMttaining all tbe fcMEpoinU. " laa iMdoC 
'* Itfaen^ it ir uimawljr dngBnui to atA^ a d\f 
** Unct onkrof the.pnifeuianDf'anu, iaabsff- 
!' luu naooaB^ks cbu ts-iicaasar)r br Um wfeiy 
** of the priace, and mtn from the ntaia piiocipl* 
f*«f tiKir GonuituliM, wtHchisthat of governing 
■* bjr feact faul n fm itam the proCiaaioa of « 
' *' i^diert takc^i nnglf *a<l monij-** a pvofiisiioa, 
f* b juailf IB oliJMt ot jealMMf. In tbc» no-man 
*' muU Mkc< Ujp arou, but with' xviavrt* defend 
" fail coHouf tad <lli laws ; he puta off the cttiaea 
1' nbeaite.wtcn-ihecavpf foot 'ita bccatueJMif 
M a «iilun,ii>w] ivMld aoatiwe jlr, that ha •oakas 
*• liitDieU at aMMk^ anUler. ilfceliMt ihrnAM 
*F and coovflutM* of 4heaa>liiB)[4Dta»biow'so aMh 
*« atalBs^ that «Fftpe»p«ual'itai)dingaddi«r,ilTaC 
*<,up t«B»aidHr'profaaHHitbaathat'Ol wir: and 
» it was aai tiU ll« r^ of Haavj VII, that the 
f'kiaft*(d Engbnd had aa oMKih as a piard about 



, IWi^iiMigc U lakfQ final Bladbtoiw^'Caaf 
iMMartei, B<m I. ChBpcer K. Hen aie bar 

feovlele sait«ant,. The <firu U a suaple a«n<- 
Ubec The other three arc conyound imtenDCti 
Sach of llwM luier hat iu mcmbcn, all vecf jn* 
diekHiilr set «fr by poinu. The ward st, in the 
third ttniino*, ouglK lo be mch, m rbeWordix 
«Uii«i ought to be [epeaied> But| with this trifiiag 
exception, ihiee aea rery beautihil loiHiieu. Ifa^ 
filling aBftclcd ar conrutM in them : all -is simple, 
<Uag,and h atomaioia. 

■- 144. You will now aee, that it ii ^e inqmsi- 
Ue to pw any ^reeiM ruUt for itha use of these 
■wviuil poiata. Much mau faa - left to ]t»te : 
aonetbwf awit,d^fad upon the wei^t mhich we 
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pny wish to give to {iarticular Wordi, ar pttraies; 
and rameifaiiig on (he serioiuntUt ori the levity, of 
the subject, on which we are writing. 

I4£. Besides tiicse points, however, there are 
certain grainmaucal li^s, or marks, wbich aic 
made use of in the writing of senlUKes : the mark 
of partnlAtsis, ihemarlc at iiUtrrogalion, the mark 
ofArc/aAUt/ion, ihcn^ifro^iU, otherwiseoUsd tiM 
mark of elision, and the Ay^A«n., 
; 146. Ttie mark of partatktsU oonststs of two 
curved strokes dr&wn across the line of writiagi 
or of print. . Its use is to encloK a phrase, tfaromi 
in Iiasiiljr to assist in dbcidutng our subject, or Cd 
add force luour assertions or a^uineiilf. Butj 
observe, the parenthetis ought to be very sparingly 
used.. It is oecessarilr »i inltrrufUr'i-- it brealu 
in upon ihe regular course- of the mind: it tends 
to divert the attention fniin tbemain object «f the 
■entence. I will give tou, from Ut, To li.^ Chap; 
XIII, an uistaoce of tfae'oniission of the ptRnlhe^ 
■is, and also of the ' proper ecoploynieat of it: 
^' PALLADiin ibonght also, with others of tbe ad- 
*.< cioris, that Heaves was to bcTriEhiencd witb rt4 
'(■cloth, with the feathers or the heart of an owt^ 
•* iiid a^iKultitmA c^ sack' rMealoiu seart'CrmvSf 
-" frocn spoiling the fruits of the Gelds atid gardcMU 
*^ The atKients,. having no ratioaal principles ot 
M theory of agrieullurc, placed their. chief cooti- 
*' dcnce in magical charms and enchantments, 
^f which he, who has the patience or curiosity t» 
** read, may find, under the title ■ aTorementionedv 
.*' in C'ATO, in Vahro fond tvtn Goi-oiulla is as 
'^/ulseitu as tmjf oftktmj, ail written in very fine 
*' language ; which is most of th* erudition that 
*' can be acquired, as to Beld husbandry, from the 
*' Greek and Latin Writers, whether in- verse or 
•* prose." Forwantofthemarkorparenthesisintbe 
first of these sentences, we almost think, at the close 
of it, that the author is speaking of tb»crmw, and 
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fruui of tbe fields andlbe gard*in^' Biili 



nptof i&in'rviiibtjtn-rrifjIibeiKd.fraiiD ^pojIiw^tiB 
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Letter V, pangn^4rV "Rat is kt Tde^ iM 
any other etaploymKat of it is an trbiue, 

150. TIm M^pHat or Gorgdiaer, ii > Filtk line, 
drawn to cMumrt WOTds, or pans of words : as fa 
«a-^A; TWff-nK, For.fcere-are two distbet 
Words, tlfougti tbef, m thtse instances, make but 
vfiepi' 'BiMjetinies'lbe Hyphen fs nied io coonect 
ifiany words twielher: "The nr«r-t(^%e ftrgot- 
•*^teW iWdty-fyfrtic Boronifa-tyraot*." 'WBeri.'bi 
WtMti^;iM-in printing, a line \ndswtlh pnxbft 
wc(rd,°a hyphen is placed ^fierthat part, in orda 
tt) show thai that part is tq be joined, Td die reaJ- 
)[ig, with tfcat which begins. the. next lijM. 

IM'.'^Tltescare allthe;^ramma(i6tf marks; 1m^ 
Ihcre iri othellt, used ib writing for tfae porpott 
efsarviQg'Ifiaae'aBd Wm^^ 'Hie mait of ^«i)/ij(iOTi, 
w-ot'ctlilig. TKi mark coDsisti of (wo tcntmias 
]|riaced Ihrn'^'lKere were many men." ft u 
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wmf-maAs dm you pitue. fiat, kt me olnervc 
to yov 'bare, ihM A'^fu ought seldom to be retorted 
IQ. Uke^ ]>arcatbeBia«, dwf att inUrntpltn, 
aadomdi mora traublesouM intomipten, became 
, tber gcaevallr tell a much Imbbt aiHT. The em-' 
fbtftpg of them, ariiet, in almoat all caics, Bnm 
«bbEui^ ia (be.miad oF ihe writer. He finds the 
natter fw MHBA/«r AtM. H«ha«MX the tricnt to 
Markit all up iatvooc lucid wbok) and, tfaerefbrsi 
he p«t« part of > il iolo Jfatv. Nom ok leUom 
mtad. a tha leatr that is to aaf, the main >part 
•f a wrMogtbeirf a nauiic to engage our cxmeU 
. aittiiiim, we h«ve not time to aiop toJiead the 
Bita ; andt iF our Mtenlifla be not eanwnlr en- 
yat J by the <ga, we moo lay down the vohunc, 
•M, of ceonk,' read oeiifar Motea Qor teat . 

)*3. Aa^markoF jMrowfmi'tba.&llpOiBlus 
nicd: 'M, <' Mr.'MnJ' But, I knoeratf iharcUy.aay 
Mher wordi lUit aught lo h« abbicviatedp andiiC 
4ht«e weKJMt, k would ht: M ibe better. : Pee- 
^ may inA^ tbemselvce in ihia.prattieey MMil 
■at laat, they, come 10' write >th» :greaUi! pint Mlheir 
•WQfdi io itagle' lotters. Tke&)(4iiei)t.ii9eta(<.ab- 
i]»r0rittiiM»is alwayi.a mark lof ifaiveoUileii>aBd of 
mlgarllr. Iifaave known Lords abbieviiif i^qst 
/the. farirof 4beir words: it worf^ '«ery likdjV^be- 
'OasM they did notkaow ham lo ipeU ilnsaeio.the 
'jMtdv lostndoE the woid and, .you ofie* sei^eo- 

pleputi^. ForN'ia/«wi0nIibould like.tokiMMr. 

Mittoi tbia )^ it tomeiimea added aei thus: <&c. 
-.4tdtii, ,ia Latini'cf, and c if the first. letter. of the 

i^thi word eiUrtt, which meanii ik* Hit, or tt> «r. 

OlNRfoFe thia <tc, means Aid tht like, vMndao 
-•n, Thit.ahbKviatioo oE^foMi^ word'i) a iQost 

coDTCnint thing lor aa^wfiteti as have too much 
• indcdcnct or too Uttfc sense to say btHy and okifly 

what they ict^ht id aay. ir.yoti.jMwt tanVf.OMd 

Ikt'like, oc, ondio M, wbynotuy it? ' X'his.ab- 
■ breviuiMiii viiry Dnqfiiat^ (ludi bn 9C wUblut 
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the writer having any idea of itS'imprtrt. A wrkat 
on grammar saya ; " When iheK wards aie joined 
*' to if, since, ibe. thejr are advcrbi." But, where 
is lAt Hie ot if, or of since* The htit w»f.lo pard . 
Tounelf against the couamiltiug oC timtlar errors is 
flflwr to use this abbreriaiion. 
: -IA4. TheiiseorcAFtTALi^di((i/(<ij I willaot 
lice in this plxe. In the books, primed btfore the 
jniddle of tiie last ceutury, a capital letter was.taed 
•»% the Gcu letter of, n>trf.n«(in. Capitals are now 
Med more iparingljr. We use them at the begiBT 
.'ning of. every paragraph, let the srord bewhit.it 
-may; at the begioniag of every. sentence, wfaiah 
folUwsa (ull>poiai; atthe bcginoiag otall^ra^ ' 
' ,)MWWS,- .at the beginning of all «)jectm& gmiuqs 
out of the names ofcounn-iss^ or Rations: .as/the 
riffi^isilanginiige; the frdcA^fishian: tbe.^^meW- 
-;c(in:i;ovei^nnent, ^ We.iise'capital3,.be9id<fl, ablhe 
I begioaing of onif w*rd, when.weithJnk' the' use' of 
it fikely to assist in eliKidaiing our meaniae, bOl 
i in gejieral, we use them asjabovc.stated, . The li^ 
' otilaiici charactersj in prints is tAjpoint put, V 

■ worthy of pat;ticular .attention, the words disim- 
gAishtKl by those characters.. Jnj.writing wttb.^ 
pni, X stroke is.Jravtn. under suob:war^ja«\we 
wish \o be coosideredw he \u>Uaiidcs. 'U^tni with 

■ words to be p«it in small capitals^ we draw two 
stokes under theai ; if in FULL CAPITALS, w<e 

.draw three strokes uuder them. .. r 

155. The lasctUng i shall mention, under t£us 
'head, ifttlie' turcf [a], which isiUscdiopiMnt up- 
-mfitls toa part which has been o mi tied, and whlsh 
"■ii inserted bet Ween the. line, «hene.lhe ctrei Qs 
l']nllce<)f had the liaelaboveiit. Tbibj;) shbjld be 
I- citlled bj'tHeir right natnes, alid this tbnakl he 
■-^caBed ihe Wwx'w-Wirt 1 would have .)(»-, my 
^-dearJaitaCB, scorn^h* use of ttiis thng, 'jkiuc 
-t'tterora ytiu write; Jeth be your custwm tb'W^iie 
i^.'Utnicil^miiidA^lt^nikapi.. '£c u«an&tLJiit 
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tieainest, snmmar, and^ense prevail, wbea y«( 
wriie to ,^ bUcksputh about shoeiag' a hotse, xt 
when you write ud tbt diosi imporixot subjects and 
xhsa ytw e»p<;et what you write to be read bj! pei» 
SODS whose good opinion you are most anxious to 
obtain or secure. - Habit is powerful in all cases; 
but its power iii tliis case is truljr wonderful. 
When -yau. write, . bear 9otis);ai>]Jy ^ in .niindi that 
some one is lo read and lo underslnnd what you 
wriw. This will make your \f»iid;^riUag, and 
also your meaaing, plain. Ne^er ihiok of mending 
mbax you WTk*. Let it go. Ho patching; no 
afitr-r- pointing. As your pen moi^, bear comtant^ 
in- mind; that it isjn^iogislToh^s Miith art (o re^ 
SKaih/Mrfiteri' \Sai,lbiijm\ii0t%i7asf.Ae3tjvtae»i 
vrHl he'tluriitticvlousy ihK^oafempUbie,' ^fcatatk>Hj 
.i^mrititig ina aioVealy orillegiUehBwl;' ur,' OlBt 
bf>.n£oiDp:bis uaioe ntheewiseubinW' plain let' 
lei^. -in- '■■ ■-^' . ■ ; ■ < 

iii iXbtv io'CpmiludiDglilMi Letter- let' 6ie <aqtioit 
ybuagainst iliea^iof iwl/ai, .by soBie, It cstled llii 
UIuA: ,Th«ddsh Mie&elr(ift&'»tong thHine: ' thiisj 
•^\\ Lan rfcli^^-I.waa pWrJ— t shaU.be ^ttfrtt-agaid.* 
.'Skiaii.nildworiL inde4d>t Wio i< lelinow »hat 
iimiit^aiieA .Mif. the: tHd.«£ tiiekeW«i#^;?.-ThoM 
-wiisrlia^ lb6iightp:^apef, kbii Mr. Lfndl^y Mur- 
(nif,:tc t>tace the.daib amongHt \M irmataHcat 
l^Aiods, iiHight Ud ^iwe us tome mle nhtfvli to its 
IdtScrenblaDgiiudidaldinicasiom in tdii%i-etn ea'se^. 

'.lq>mtirr-itt& ■' ' ^ese RoiiI<i>'bB.ioiiw^iiig deee'^i|-' 
^^iie •yMuti^t.Kthrd^sht'i wiibdut^mdaMM, ittusr^ 
■KiiMst.\rBi»lMii»>hii^ M>»-T<'^S">*<*n^^'<P 
handle. In short, " ihi dash." is a cover for ietiA^ 
-9VX.V, as to tU«ni9^ti[^»q)ts,-aMl'4ifiMn''ans^7 no 
oiiier.. purpose - Aodash^iis- vo-yi'bri^n ' pill ,'"'"-% 
"atnKCgd: ppihii ' in: tf!diii'.u:'s^ve!the>Fotita"tl{ft 
.V'ouU b«;UU'byiihe>ti)«iiluul^iuI»bt^lrlijra^. 
:TJbi»..ia<aiiMbfcrvfin9ierl>'^v* ikt,4m'^^ 
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QVitr afiftt point. ?t is the want of it ta die be^ 
gf aiaiieDce agaiost which I cautiac yoo. 






Ifi7. BEEORE r»u ^Hxieefed to nyii 
■dKivc to Ihe^qq^ojiing^ article!, ycuwill do<v«)l 
to^readi^fai all ibi imwatthi ah LetMr IV> jOw 
MtictttftFB M ^twr m trn^ or, antf iher-ane «tibj<M 
to so IihIb vwlUmi mthitf onUnilpkn ^tfta^ iwiT 
lew crroH can ariie in. the vse &f Aentii: -But, MiB, 
onun BMyoriMi an^-TtWitlbeiNccMSH7tt(i||uaTd 
]FOU agaiost ^em. ' 

. liUt. You'wtll ndt, fkft iotoivtkf groii eilroEs in 
tfK pK of the antclet. Von wiU aoi say, as.in tbe 
•rroneoHBrpaUagecAedlajr DosTOR Lowm, '■.'.■mtAi 
I ppneqUed this .ffay utuo, t4e de*thr": nwaning 
dealh gaurtUIji : but, jati.- Mwy itmuitilmvon ie»a. 
glairing. '' The Chtunclbrj iaforoadd de ><^ie«i 
. " of 41, and she inmediBteV; sent ttii ,i/i* .Saarm~ 
« t^and l>CaiiH«r." Now,'it. ii iM «ert|iu, 
)»!«« whether 3li» SecMtaryaod Ireanipcr. Wiim 
we and tbe^iaiDfi pessoa v whkbiunceitaiaty^n^^ 
|iive becQ -avoMed by a r^ictittm «l the artkU : 
" M* Secratarir aodiAe Tmanrer:". mt, TmiwUi 
L^ar in mwdt'.that,' k cyteyiRUeaci, toe Jfei^ 
£ru lbtfig,t».^iibtaad«lios iM-daarnwa^to mmM. 

ing. . .- ■■;,. ■ . .■ 1 

, 4^. JNcMBS:irhieh ex{Hwu the rwhele of . a im. 
fies d» not, in.gcnenl, take the defiqke.arti*^: 
^, ^''ffms isigMd Tor honei, and wktat for waaJ' 
.Yeti,<a,ipeiikil)S'ofth* appGaia»de wfUM Cue ef 
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** wheat' \a MightecJ." The reason of thij, is, that, 
we are, id this last case, lirailiog our meintQg to 
the grass and the wheat, which are od the ground 
;U this time> " How do-Ao^i sell? Hopsindsarf 
** but Ikt hops look promising." In this respet^t 
there ii a passage in Mr. Toll, which ia faulty. 
*t Neither conld weeds he of itty pr^dlCe lb. 
" torn." li should be " the corn ;" for, he dties 
Bot mean com universalljr, \ml YA« 'stan'ding~corn, 
and Ihe corn ammigst, which weeds stow ;. and^ 
tberebre, the definite article b required. , 

160, •' Ten shillings the bushel," mi like 
phrases, are perlectty torrect. They niea:n, " tea 
'* shillings ^ (A«bushc^ or /or ^.husheJ."' bi- 
atead of this mode of expression we sometimes use,. 
-** leo shillings a butKel ;" that is to say, tia shiK 
lings /or a bushel,- or a bushel of, a time. . SiMw 
«f these modes of expression » f^r prelefabU ^ 
per bushel ; for, the per is not ;^glisli, and is, itx 

■ the greater ' [lart of pc^k, ■_ a mystical wrt «C 
word. . 

161. ^he ^Kl^finite ^riiiflle a„^r oRi is used wMb 
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Ids. Nauns signirftng iuced amd seitlad ftfUoiliou 
'ofuidividuab: as, Ikousand, himdretl,-de%en^scarit 
take tlic .indefiuiie article, though (hey' are of 
'!plural nieaninjr- It is a ceriain mass, or nifinJier, 
QT maUilude,',ci\^i 3i score ; and so on i,apct.i^ 
article a^TC^s with ,lli«e understood n'ords^\yItifib 
^.iaibe singular ^yDdlwr. , ^'/'It - 



' " ' ' ^.EJTER.XVL. ', ' :' ^\ 

, tYKTAX, AS RELATJN.G TO NOUHI. , 

MV Dear James., " ■■•■' ^■-. ,-..-, -^ i:.... -• 

J lB4.READagarnLeltn-V,ihesubjtttorwfiic6 
'Wrtie Elytnology of Nouns. Nouns itk governed, 
as it is cSHtd, 6y verbs and preposilions ; that is tl 
say, these latter jorts of word? cause houns to be iit 
■iuc/i or sucti aeasi; and tber^'must be i concur d, 
or an agreement, between the nouns, and the other 
words, which, a)oiig with the noiins, compose , a 



* 163. But'theie matters wJli he best, explained 
whehl cDtae to the'^nlax of Ferbs; ■for, Until" nire 
rtakfe the 'rerb iriio account, we caMiiot go far ih 
■givihg rules for Ihe foriiiingoF sentences. Under 
the presenthead, iherefare, I-ihall content myself 
'wtith dbitig'^iiile more than W give some -ftiriher 
.acci^nV of "thilinaniierof hstn'^ttie 7*««iiM CaS 
-tff tiouils! -that heihg the only Ciitc't5,<^rt'mewhicft 
oarnmiu^'qrjftkar enttlngi.-" '• '■' '' ■ ■ '■'■ . 

-;''re8.-Thfe'|>iissfe!«Ticasi!waipreiiiyf(ilIj'3p„l:eo 
;*r by oae in the LcAef jiat refetjrid ta';- boi, thert 
arit certain' olherobsei-TatiOns' to iriake wUfi regard 
« (he using, of itin sehieifces. ' Wheniheiiofln: 
which i) in iSb 'potsessive, case, is expjinsed bji 
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clrctKnloOMtioniltDt iitosa^, b^tnatf Wi/rdj in tieu 
of one, the eiga of the poHCsiive cast is jokied tft 
tb« last word: las, "J«An, ihe otd-farmir^g, wife; 
A'.Olivtr,'. iIr spy's, evidratJe." It h, iminvtr, 
.mudi, better lo s»y, "the wire ^ Joltn, ihe-old 
:** brmer. The evideoceot MiVer, ihespy^" 

167. WhC[itff»ar)QO[«iKHiaS'inikcpMMBsiw 
.case Follow each Mherand arc joined by a conjuDctiTe 
.coDJtuH^ioa,the sign of thepocscssive caic is, wbcii 
.lhe.th»gpofse9Kdlsifaesame, put to the bstnaub i 
fluly: », " Peter, Joseph', and ftkhanl's euate;*' I 
Jn tbis«faBDpLe the. thing pouessed being one add 
the lame thing, the sign applies equally lo each of I 
(b< three, posscilimnoubs. Bui, " Piter's, <Jo- \ 
>' leph's, aad'Ricbxrd'* eitan," mplias yktM.aA \ 
Am an estate; (wv.aiileaet, JiwilL admit of tii« I 
iiMinUig-beiiigp«taM)'it,4rhiIe(b«I6hiierphRa I 

:WiUlIOt. ■■ ,■■..-■. ■> ij. : . . i; .-...a --r...: "' I 

. 10^. SotBetimes the sign of the poiacssivi kUk 
: & left otil, atid a A»A«n H used in itit elead r ai^ 
."BiCjrDalds, die savcrnfltnil-^yi." ThatUtwsat* 
^" thegoveniiiHDt s(py;"ot'^tbe^tf o/'fAegovcrd- 
':"'meat." These two wetda, joined in this ipail- 
Ber, are called % coKpomd aaatt ; axd, tothiscbtd- 
paundiiig of tiouns our language 'is very mutAi. 
prooe. Wie say,! " duunbfr-fitar, Mtrif^/uie, da^- 
. *i coUati'l that k lo i%f'chMii»r's floor, hersi's. 
. :tlM,l^^s collar. ' ' 

, 160. This ia aniadvantage pccaliar tt> our lan- 
,^;tge.' It enables us to sa^ much ia few worA, 

■ Wluch.alKajii'gil'es struct h to lapgnage; aiUl, 

■ tftfiTi^afittst, stremgth^is the matt vahiaUe qua- 
lity that itrilii^ or sp^aJcing can poascss. " Tkt 

- <'. Ymkshin-meb flew let arms.". iLvi^ could net 
. codBpbund odi^ worldly w< must sayi *' the men ef 

•' (be stire of i York flew to anns/' When ywi 
. come- to leant' Frcacb, you will soon see how 

iDuc^ the Engltsh langoa^ is better than the Freo^ 
Ju msitaftcU:. ..■ I 1, . . . :, -I 
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im Vou nutt take nn, wliem jmi me the 
IwMesiiK cate, juk to we afwr it wnds whiftk 
lEnate a canbskm in roeMing. Hoiii ku iUn 
MOltMe; " They flew t» anu uid «mdced 
** -Jfurthurnktrltuti't iwwse,, tf*D«, they, put to 
death." \^ kpmritthu if nUonJ, toaause^AMi can 
«late tafnttms only ; but, if it bad-^cn in attack 
on Norttmnbcrlaud'B i»«n, the meaning would baxt 
ikni,.tb»t the mm wot. p»l lo death, ibmtn; 
the :3eatetwc, as it itandi, is tuScimkr jiwonrfi. 
It«b<iuld'haviehBeii: "Tltey acwm arim, atiaob- 
!* ed thehouie of MgnhHrnbcrland, and put h.m to 
"i^ah." 

171.>A4»ssagflfroiB'E>o<rmiHuaa Blaib, ibe 
iMthar of X«c^«s /»kiU(/orKv trill give you ano- 
-tfasr uuiSBte. orerior. inilieuse oiAt pmieui^ 
«asB. iJake(ifroto.rii?-l4lh.Li5(u^; 'ifciBoni- 
*' paring Demostheou and Cicero, meet .of the 
. '^ Fnadi critiea atv dispoMd t0^gi»eihe,pt«fer. 
** encc 40 the latter. P. Ba^ the jes^ii, m^ 
" pu^eli wfajdi he bu dranp fattvreca (waeof 
ftihenMst ^adneni <kCek and Jh»un WrlierS, 
MiiDiTennlfdflcidetia-fwMiipirfifae Roman. <F4r 
** the prefemKe <whick he .gives to .Caono, >ht 

I'^auigDi, and lay* •utss on one reason of awwfr 
«*;«Jttr«ordiiiMy. nat^ire, vie. that i>RnosAinM 
•'■could :not imiibly ban en dear an intigfa Si 
*' Cicero info the manners aod puaioDi of oteh - 
«iWhy?.be«aiueAehad«)t tbe advantage of pe* 

. " ruMtng AnittoIWi Trtalht of Melorit, whenis. 
<Uayiourcritic,'Ae baj Mly i^d opat. lAat m«i- 
**hty' '^i lo4upp>»rt this weighty arjpiMent, ke 
** enters itMo a contcowmy with A- GelltM, in or- 

.**der»|irort thai Ariatotie'i KheMric Was nbt 
*' pnblisbecf till after .I>:nieiUica«.lKulsp^M,«' 
♦•/faiijhis nioUccnsidcrablewatiinK," Itiasdl:- 
prising that ihe Doctor iheuld have put auch >a, 

■ w»»3ge'a» Uas upou p^ier, aud more wn-priiiug 
that he abould leave it in thii uate t&cr iuvhu 
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pe r i w J it with dtM cifc, whSeh ii HunHf titspl&f- 
«t in oumiBiag writings tfaitne^ta be jiut into 
yrint, aild apocitllT <wrftiitgs ia *rliich ev^ry 
wotd i»«rpKted to be used in -a pt'oper mmncT. 
Jn BacoB.Jn'niU, iniBtB^BtoQe, in Hume, In 
£wift,Jn BolinKhrokc; in -bU 'writerj, haner^r 
«hfe,:v^$iid'enwB. Vat, tkmgh' many of thefr 
■«Me[UieaL.witi dm nMfd> ttMtMl of strict grammail- 
ml cntieiBia, ibe 5«iim generally ia- clear to our 
jolw^ ) lad l*e'i«ad«a, Bw, in lh» passage of 
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JHtdpassitttso/me)t? Thii is nol allii hawcrcn 
Jor the Doctor, iu if bewitched bpihe laveo£coa> 
fiuion, must tack on aaotherloDgacmbertotbeien- 
unce, and bring forwanl another /u to stand for F. 
fiapin, whom and wbose arzumeat we have, amidst 
the general coiiEusian, whoU^ forgntten. There il 
an error also in the iKe of the actiw (drtkiple, pe* 
_rusinji. " DemMthenci could not have so oata>- 
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Lbtiirwrkert,' aad <}isputing with a French cHifc : ' - 
how liri'is, writing Eaglnh in a minner more incot' 
Mctlthah ybu mil, I hope, be liable to write it at' 
tbt.end of your reading of this little book. Leit' 
)t iibould be supposed, that I hUye taken great' 
jaini tD'haatiout iHls ernneous passage of Doctor' 
Itlair,.! will inlt^m rou, that I have hanlly lookea 
iBlD his hook. Y«a^.lwoU)ers,ia reading it through,' 
narked a grcal sniidi^r ' of emmeous passages, 
fnvi amoitgtt which I have' idccted the pauaze 
just died, Wilh what pr^riety, then, are the 
Cirtck and LMul- languages called the ** Uarrui 
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: SYNTAX, AS RKbATINS TO rtOHOUKsi . 

UvDeavJauis,' -'''-' 

174. YOUwfllifcnrreadagarnLefter'vi. !t 
will .bring you back' to the sui^t of [Ironotins. 
You will bear in mbd tbatpersbnal pnmoutis stand 
Jar, or ia ihe plact af, iiount ; and, that the great-' 
art care ought always to be taken in uiibg iheoT; 
l^eeause, bniig tmall words, and in frequeiit use, 
die proper weight of them Is yeiy^en unattended 
to. ..■..■. i 

' I7i. Voa have seen, tni the passage from Doctor 
BUlt, quoted in the fbiegoing Letter, what confu-' 
■ioi) ariset frtnt the want of taking ^ak-e^ that the 
pronoun relate ettofly to its nMDimttvd cast, and 
that it be not left to be tmderslood to relite to any' 
ihing else. Little words, of great and ftweepinz 
inftucnoe, ought to be used with'tlie greatest care;' 
iKcause emci in the using 0/ them make sttch 
pc;;t emrs in point of meaning. In ordw to im-' 
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nrcMift' Ute-^-MyllMRrpttlKMcoa yttrnw^aiy' 
r will' give. y^uaninHUKetlFlaMS hiMof tmr 
Iroin;. AoDuov; ■■dt.whM hi wdi cilculMtd tw 
hcigbuo. tlM iatarcH,jr«u>«itj^.to'fHl tapoathti 
ocouion^iit that tic icdicuca, wWi-cboUwdrt' 
OToi^ Jtl..!^' DMtot'Bluiy hdd ronhiM^studviU' 
oT. bwuft). in .(be VabnriiirfoC : UUBkunh, . "• * 

sijateoMM feMi,AiMiW'»iS|iMMof>,«mirf>*p4l U 
V ttwn am, indfdd) hMMi^ fUrt win kMnf Imwi 

** pleuiiNt^lut'aMjtMcriiiiiiul; evcly'iKvctttak' 
** tkty laka, m 4t the expenic of mhoc tiiwvbtiw . 
*' or olfaer, Bad Ikeir very firtt step out of buii* 
*i ueu-is-iBla viev er- bMj." Doctor Hirir njrr 
** Notbing can be more elegant, or more findr 
■■ turned, ihaa ihb umcbcc. It il neat, clear, and 
** muiical. Wk could bardly alter one wofd, or 
*< diiptueaoemewbtCiWiiitnot apoUlng^lK ' Few 
" sentence* are to be Ibutwl more finubcd, or more 
*■ bappjr." Se« Blair'i SOtb Lwtuie oni She*: 
loric 

170. NoWilbniHt^dnrrlitileJaUiei, ltl<us»ee 
wtieiber wcv, plaia Et^lishisAolan, barVBot « 
little more judgnwnttliantUsipnfeuor iaa: Utrmd 
University^ wbotiwl4[KMt.y0itwUlpb«fen«, bet. 
Doctor, until li« bad 'ivMcbed a. Sennoa in tlto' 
LatinJaagui^|e.[ Wbai-dawitbe-prooBBD ihtg mum 
,ia.ibi(afpienceig4^Ur( AddiwnV VHm. wtmi'tan- 
it relati to, vc stand/or ? What noun it the nem^' 
iutfMv«r.ilu:scni|enocl TliftBMauntiVc«rtbeun- 
tcnceif |hs woi;d,A*i:iM>phig>i«^MMa.! VWfi 
>BeU, tW>,.the. pr a>e«ia>tiy rafaicnodwaiiOBi* 
qativet, ueA thenMlMiug of (be Unieace ii lUat' 
" thatibttlf^wpmamuMriiovtabeMleaiMliit-' 
*' DfccM* llutt /m»> JkerMM bavrtaTcliili ef BDj" 
*f-pl«WR*' that ara;DM .crimMal;; ihat< ewrp di^ 
" vtnimAhtMjfia* ^ntmmt Ai iiat^tbangpwwftal' 
*' 141K MA virtue jgrotlHBt todibat ibe -Hrf in% 
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*' mp «/ Ihm iM'^mwtt ant laf brnfam is {iit» 

M^nwMwy «[ whit ibs kBtiwr mttta % or, ntlwri 
thawlMMii'perfeetnMiMoie. AU this ariiei fron 
lberiuiu»af'ilw,pi<onbtin^jj|<f. If, toueadurtlm 
vtoMi, ttwAndior had puH p«opU iHgtmtnd, oc 
m»it ^e»pk, w MUrst mms or anjr rrtrdt M mv^si of. 
dbvutacAMfiiias, all would IuvcWm rii^u 

ITTi' f wiH-ukeamMbtr 'tirriintt rtF'thi imWr 
•qkKBce 4rf bdii^ cinle» ih iht mk ofptnanl pt^ 
notuu. It is from JuncI BLAOckTMa, BmI; ilfi 
dupmtl. " For, the cUMom of: (babiAMkr Iiii» 
" i« both caM(,MfaP4U|Mr)«M<(tW'wmic^lhk! 
" Lo(d, ihhijpravMedtlMiiMrvitet'btfMribntwdv 
'• or itipolaied for by fbaliy, br otiBOt Jn tM fint- 
'* tasti4ce, relilM 10 a<JiDii' tte kdrof' Autionvit- 
'<DfM>n Ait death) nor, in the sedHid; canAtre^' 
** - autve Ail present temm so \at>g as ht liyMw'" 
Htmn hrd, hiir, itiiftnant,a\\ Eoafwmi^. W^ 
mfgaiis'at the judge's mtaning ; bat, iire«wi-- 
iMK'ny, that we iftiw^trhat it is t wtcwootiay that 
wc are ctrtam wtoja life, oittkost dsalh, he'it 
SJ)CBli«g of. . 

178. Never wrile a personal pronoun, wIE^otil' 
Ailf conskferiag wittjf M«iv) it will, upon artadiiig 
of' tbc sentence, be/fioid te nlatt to. There duiuI. 
be a noun, espreMed-oi- uod^stoodj toWblobtlic 
pronoun clearly n^ei, or you t*iH ttw Writojciite;' 
**'Tbe^fHi^AbUirr has beea repretwntcd as a tnOn- 
"«tn whkl> musirbe huiiied doiVn, aotl the fiinik 
** AoMcras asiiUgrMEerMil, aud boMt'bavelleen- 
'* deWrlbcd: al nputoos crbIums^ irho>take Trom 
**'lh(i^l< &meii ncoce bat of-cTcry quariora: 
M loaf, iluy have beta told that PariiauMtKaryt 
'< Kcferm ii b» niore iban atolf^neosure, chugitig' 
*K oiily otie sai it thif ^tv fbv snothdr : and ihM ikof 
**'tti«U.Kotod)e)aad)UtiM«iiM>bbR)orjfaatvn)Uld 
" «*all thaC , Tttiiiistatai'fmiii'ibbHKUbftble 
npirt «f » snMitue ofi Uh aam^LotUt ia 
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1617, OD wbtcb ttpari the ctad duagste-liill wu' 
iia'asrd. Now, xo vkai Haant do tiidit prooomA K' ■ 
I^te?^ Who art (be Htmiiitaiiyts inlbe bat lenicttca? 
TJie landrbiildiF and (be fund-haldtr, to be cure ( 
aitci, Ihtrefere, to iheai do tin piwnouas. relates 
:Q»es«.Li«d^titeah^ d^bilqs3,.tl»t ihfi^M;^<!..lad 
beeplMU, t)u|Uhe^o^^auist{p) to the la^d t that , 
nolMiig.eltc would aVail: ibe ^(p^/r ; but, ih(Nlf^ ! 
ibty mfOKtliU, tbef do not uyr.it ; and (Lit pan;or 
tbtir tc^orLii w /alee in Crammar ai tht nbole of > 
tld!r«^twasinfactt .. .' . 

, 17Sk When then ore two ot mbrt dquds, coD') 
QUledbf no^wlativcconiiniclieo, and when a per- ' 
■pnal piTociua'» MattfriMcbf tard^teiO'ibtfiN'or' 
Itand for them, )wujdiisi take ctrn (hat tbcperMD'* 
>j pronoutt agrtt-vi'tOx tbcnl £□ nunbcF. .*' He was' 
'ifimdaroffioilMD); thinvXi^tairaiUtiyj bHif> 
*■ be is' Tat from bring happy in it." This DocMr- 
]ttair,Jn bis XlXtfa Ijecture, aays vf Lord Shaftef 
Wy. Sidier wit and railUry are one and tbesanici 
tfaii^tor tkcyace diScnnt lluDgs: if ihei runner, - 
ate oC the woids ii used, unntfiestarily ; il ibs 
latter, the pronoun ought to have been, Ihemi and 
ttoi *. .■ 
l80, .Wben, bowcTCT,. ibe douni lake iltedis-. 
jQDctive cosjunciiM), or, the praooun mint be ioi 
the singular] as, *' 'Wbtn he aboots a paruii^e, a 
V pbmant, or a woodcock, be gj^cs U affay." 

- 181. Nouns of number, or. multitude, siwb ai- 
3M,/brtUiHait, llal^leyiHaUaiiifCtirynfns,St8i-" 
nunl. Court efXihg'i Mmckt Dtn dfThicvtSiaiiAlif 
like, mdy.haVa proDoaas. aptcoig K>th.lhcltl,«i(^r' 
jn (hesingular x>r in ,tbe .^ucal: munber >. jEar,.tT«' 
may, for iOatanoe, say of tfae HouM ^f ComiMia,' 
*' (Aiy refused (ohearcvideDce against Cuilereaghi' 
" wMu Mci^taddox accused hmi ofi baviug wid a- 
Vicat; ar,:tfMbMdMrjMaccKid<ndt.!? .fut,.»v 
must beiwir(lna;inioiirJue>t>(.ihc pfoMvn intbii* 
rajtettfcJ^Ke AHflinwi: i»'tlMjt*MhiMnlcaee>:>n4. 
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linkable to the same noun, use the singular intone 
part of the senieoce and the plural in aoother part. 
Wemust not, in spcakinfjafthe House of Commons, 
for iaatance, say, " Ikey, oiie year, voted unani- 
**ii]tt»ly, that cheap com nas an evil, and, the nest 
** year, i( voted unanimously, that dear com was 
"an evil." There are persons, who pretend to 
'.make very nice distinctions as to the cases nhe> 
these nouns of multitude ought to take the singular, 
and wlien they ought to take the pisral, prououn ; 
but,, these distinctions ire loo nice to M of any 
real use. The rule is this : that nouns of multitude 
may take either the singutarj or the plural^ipro- 
noim ; but not both in the same sentence. 

183. A%Xo gender, it is bardly possible to make 
a mistake. There are no terminations to denote 
gender, eiLcept in the iliird person singular, he, site, 
or il. We do, however, often penonify thing?. , 
Siieaking of a naUon we often say she; ot the sun, 
we say /« ; of the incon, we say she. We may 
personify things at our pleasure ; but, we must 
take care to he consistent, and not call a thing ht, 
or she, in one part of a sentence and i( id another 
part. Tlie occasions when you ought to personify 
things, and when you ought not, cannot be stated 
in any precise rult. Your own taste and judgment 
v^ill bfr your best guides. I shall give you. my 
opinion about'figures of speech in a future Letter. 

183. Nouns which denote sorts, or kinds, of lir4 
ing creatures, and which do not of themselves dii- '. 
tinguish the male From the Female, such as raibit., \ 
fwre, hog, cat, pheasant, fowl, take the neilter \ 
pronoun, unless we happen to know. the gender t 
of the individual we arc speaking about. If I 
see you with a cock- pheasant in your band,, I say, 
" where did you shoot Aim," but, if you tell ate 
you have shot a /Aftuon/, I say, '* where did you ' 
flhootif." 

184.' Til e personal pronomuin their posstisive 
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out mml, oFcounc, agree ia numW and gentler 
with their- coiretpMHluit Rotms or pronouns; 
'* Jdm aod Thmnas have been so fbelnh as to sell 
** Iheir land and (o purchase what is called stock'; 
*' buttheiriister,wbohas toomuchienHtodepeiU! 
*' on a bubble for ber 4ailf bread, bas feCpt h^r 
*' land : Iktirs a gom for ever ; but hers is safe." 
So they must also, in their ebjecfive ease i "John 
V and Tboinas will lose the interest of their tataMy, 
*' wfakb will soon ceaw to be paid to Iketn, ThK 
*' rents of Ibeir sister will regniariy be paid to her ; 
** and, Richard will also enjoy hii income, which is 
** to be paid to Aim by his sister." If there be 
nouns of Doib genders used before pronouns, care 
must be ilkta, that do confusion, or obscurity arise 
from the misuse of the pronoun. Hitue says ;. 
** they dedired it treason to attempt, imagine, or 
*' speak evil of the king, queen, or his heirs." 
This has, at least, a meaning, which shut* («|- the 
faeirs of the queen. ' In such cases the lUHin should 
be nptattd. 

185. Tike care, in using the po^vnal pronout^, 
not to employ the objective ease where you ought to 
employ Ih* nominative! and take care also of the 
ebpasiU error. " Him strikes I : Her loves he." 
These oSend the car at once. But, when a imm- 
ber of words come in between the discordant parts, 
the ear dots not delect the error. " It was some 
'* of (hose, who came hither last night, and went 
*' away this morning, who did the mischief, and 
•' not my brother a«l me." It ought to be " my 
*■ brother and /." For, I am not, in this instance, - 
the object, but Ifae aclor, or supposed actor. 
■'Who braka that glass? It was me." It ought 
to be /," that is to say, " it was t who broke it." 
Fill up the sentence with all the words that are 
understood ; and, if there be errors you will soon 
discover them. After the words tAon and as this 
error, of putting the objective for the nommative, 
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JsnryfreqaentljrcminBiltedr as, "John wai veiy 
" dch, but Peter was richer than Aim,- aqd, at the 
*' tatneiiiBe,aiIeametlajAmoranjrorbUramilf." 
-Xt 00^ l« be richer than Ac- ai learned aiA<.- for, 
the liill meaning here, is, " richer than A« woi: as 
learned u he was." But, it docs not always 
happen, that the nominative case comes after Ihaa, 
or, at: "I love you more than him ■• I give you 
"more than Aim.- I love you as well as Aim." That 
is to say, I love you more than / leve him ; I j^lve I 
yon more than I give to him : I love you as well as 
Iloyekim. Take away Aim and put Ac, in all thne 
cases, and, the grammar is just as good, only the 
guanine is quilt difftrenl, " 1 love you as well as 
<* Aim, ' means that 1 love you as vrell as Hove 
him; hut, " I love you as well«s he," means, that 
I love you as well as he loves you, 

186. Vou see, then, ofwhat importance this dis- 
tinction of caies is. But, you must not look for 
this word, or Ihai word, coming before or coming 
after, to be i/our guide. It is reason is to be your 
sole guide. When the person or thing represenied 
by the pronoun is the adject, then it must be ia tha 
objective case : when it is the aclor, or when it is 
merely tlie person or thing said Ic be this or that,' 
then it must be in the nominative case. Read 
again paragraphs 40| 47, and 48, of Letter Ifl. 

187. The errors, committed with regard to the 
confounding of cases, arise most frequently, when 
tfie pronouns are placed, in the sentences, at a 
great distance, from the words which are con- 
nected with them, and which determine the case. 
" He and his sister, and not their uncle and 
" cousins, the estate was given la." Here is no- 
thing that sounds harsh ; but, bring the pronoun 
close to the preposition that demands the (wjective 

' case : say, the estate was given to he ; and, then, 
ymi perceive the grossness of the error in a mo- 
incnl. " Th< work (^ national [ilia was pretty 
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" efiecuially carried oa ^the miniilers t but ippre 
" e&ciually by the paper-^oney makers than 
" they^" This dou not hurt the ear; but) k 
ought to be Ihin: "more, efiectually than ^ 

188. The pronouns mine, thine, theirs, yours, 
hersi Ais, stand Trequently by ibemseJves; that is to 
saj*, uot folloVved by aay nouni , But) then, the 
noun is understood, "Thiji is A^rj," That is to 
sa * hat, or whatever else. 

N le use oi these words. 

le personal pronouu it is 
a oiportance. Read again 

p! etier VI. Think well 

u] ; and, when you have 

d( e. This pronoun, with 

th it use in our language. 

To say; "your uiide came hither last night," is 
not the same thing as to say " if wnj your uncle 
who cdffte hither last njghl," though the yiicf related 
be the same, "/f is /who write," is very dif- ' 
ferent from " Iwrite," though, in both cases, my 
being writing is the fact very clearly expressed^ 
and is one and the same fact. " It is those men, 
" who deserve well of their country," means a 
great deal more than, " Those men deserve well of 
" their country, " The principal verbs are the 
same: the preposilioni are the saroej but the 
real meaning is different. " Jl is the dews and 
" showers thai make the grass grow," is very dif- 
ferent from merely observing, that " Dews and 
'' showers make the grass grow." 

lOO. Doctor Lowtb has given it as his opinion, 
that it is not correct to place plural nouns, or pro- 
nouns, afier the it, thus used; an opinion whici] 
arose frpm the want of a little more reflection. 
The it has nothing to do, grammaiically speaking, 
with the rest of ihe sentence. The it, together 
with the verb \o be, express slalis of being, in soma 
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instances, and in others this phrase' serves taiBatk, 
in a siroag manner, the suOjecl, in amass, of what ' 
is about to be affirmed, or denied. Of course, this 
phrase, which is in almost incessant use, may be 
folli>wed by nouns and propouns, in the singular, or 
in the plural, number. I forbear te multiply exam- 
ples, or to eaumerate the various ways in which 
this phrase is used, because one grain of reasoamg 
is worth whole ions of memory. The pnneipU 
being once in your mhid, it will be ready to be ap- 
plied to every claas ofcases, and to every paFticular 
case of each clast, 

191. For want of a reliance on principled, in- 
stead of examples, how the latter have swelled in 
number, and grammar-books in bulk ! But, it is 
touch easier to quote examples than to lay down 
principles. For want of a little thought, as to the 
matter immediately before us, some grammarians 
have found out " an absolute case " as they call it; 
and Mr. Lindliy Murray gives an instance of it 
in these words : " Shame beiitf^ lost, al) virtue is 
lost." The full meaning of this sentence is this: 
" U being, or the slaie of things being such, that 
sbame is lost, all virtue is lost." 

192. Owing to not seeing the use and power o( 
this it in their true light, many persons, after long 
puzEliag, think thc;y must make the pronouns, 
which immediately follow, conform lo the cases* 
which the verbs and prepositions of the sentence 

t the people, whom 
'ii him, and not the 
r," The preposi- 
objective case ; and 
and that. The pro- 
he verbfo bt, miut 
e> 

be is sometimes em- 
, with singular fore* 
ty to live in fear, M 
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'■skulk and to'han^ their hcadi; but /or the 4ii< 
'* nocentifii t*(iDJ^easeuid(nBqiiiUityi>f tmiod, 
*< to KOTO alt disguUe, and to carry tbcmselvei 
*' erect." This is much more forcible than to aay: 
•* The guihr generatly tin in fear," and so on^ 
tbntughout the seotence; Hie word /or, in this 
case, denotes appropriatraesB, or fitness; and, the 
Ml expression vrould be this: "To ibc stale e/bf 
*' '"ii or stale of things called guiltiness, to live in 
" fear ii fitting, or is appropriate." If you pay at- 
teMion to the reason,' on which the use of thesk 
vordsisfouoded, youwUlneverlKat iloss touse 
tbem properly. 

' 194. The w(»d it H the greatest tnwbler thn 
1 JCnow of in langusge. it is so small, and so'con- 
venient, that'few are carcfiji enailfjfa in aslng it. 
Writers seldom Spare this word. Whenever lh(^ 
are at a loss for either a ilominatitT or an objective, - 
to their' sentence, they, vritlu»it anykind of cere- 
Aony, clap in an it. A ttry remat^cAle inslanca 
«f ibh pressing of poor H inVo actnal service, coa- 
trary to thelaws of Grantanr and of sense, occurs 
is a piece of compositiHi, where vre might, with 
justice, insist on jpcrfiKt correctness'. 'Ilis piece 
'is <in the'subjecl bF grammar; it ii a piece written 

hfaDoclorof Divinityi tad'rtaAhyhitn to stn- 
■dentsin grainmai- and hnguage in an -academy; 

add the very sentence that I am now about to quote 
-^ selected by the author of « graiamar, as testi- 
-non^ of high authority in favour of the excellehce 

of his work. Surely, if comctfless be evertb be 

espeCted, it must be in a case likri tb{«: 1 Allude to 
■two sentences in the '^ Cfiafge oF^the RtvEREND 

** Doctor AeercrOubii m the iseuror class of the 
'** PhHadeiphia Academy,' published' in 1806," 

which sentences have been selected add re-[iubn<ib. 
'edbfUr.LiNDLEvMUKRATiasa testimonial of the 
-merits of his Grammar; and which sentences are, 

bftir. MuRiA?,givaitou8 in the-following-wofds : 
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" Tlw uamearied txtrtiins of this genllemaB have 
'*^ <|«wniotCi towards elucidating tlie obscuritiei, 
" and Qo^lliibiDg the structure, of our lauguage, 
*.' thu) any olAtr writer aa the flubject. Suck a 
" vort baa Ittug been wsnted; and, from the suc- 
" cess with which if is cxeoUed, cannot be too 
'.*.higbi]r ippreciaud." 

I 19fi. A^,ia the learned Doctor's opinioo, obscu- 
rities can be Elucidated, and, as, in the same opi- 
- ttjpot Ur< Mivuy is an able hand at this kind of 
warlc, it would not be.amiss were the grammarian 
le Vn his sltiU up<Hi this article from the hand of 
bis (bgniiicd eulogbt : ibr, here is, if onemayiue 
the. expseasion, aconsteUatioabf obsoirilies. Our 
poor* Dppreued it, which, we find (breed into the 
DoctoE's serrice, in the seccuidi sesience, rehtet , 
lo;^' sHcAsi Hwi," though ihnwodtisDolliing that 
baft aa otisteace^ iwlwithstiuidnig' it is said tg be 
*^ «t«cHUd.'[ In the Jirat senteocc, ihe " exertions" 
become, all of aiuddcn, a " writer :"thutxerlions 
baM done more tkaa '■* any elher vrheT:" for, 
niodyou^it isnot the ^nf'«BU».that has done an^ 
thing; it ii" the (xeritMu that- A«fe done" what is 
aaid'lo, be done. The word gmlUman is in the 
pMMUiift cas^,i.and. has uoiliing to do with the 
action of the sentence. Let lu givcthe sentence- a 
(um, land the Dostor and the GrammaTian will 
beitfcow it wUliSOtuid. *' This gentleman's excr-" 
^.itMsiatt doneoMce than any other writer." 
lliis is upon^a level with, " this gentleman's i«e 
" has kiUed.more hues than^any other sporUman. 
No doubt, Doctor Abikcromsii Tneant to tay; 
'* the. exertions.^ this j^entkman have done more 
*' Ihanihete of. auyiothnt writer. Such a work aS 
•4 [hit gcBtlenua's has long beoa wanted; bift 
*' wori^ secti^. the eMccessful manner of its cxe> 
** oution, canoM be too highfy commended." 
Meant:' No&mfat stall of thai I And, when we 
bear a Hav^Mbkepleugh-boy say i "• ToWOkirij^ 
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" cbeek have giv'd I thick hnkecber," we know 
verfwell (hat he mtaas to lay, " Potl Ch^rry- 
'' cbeek has given me this handle rchief:" 



rcE, we are but too apt to laugh at him, and to call 
nim ignorant; Which is nTuig; became he has 
nn preienaions lo a knowledge of grammar, and lie 



may be very skilful as a pTough-l>Dy. However, 
we will not laugh at Doctor Abehchohbie, whom 
I knew, many years ago, for a very kind-and wor- 
thy man, and who baptized your elder brother and 
elder sister. But, if we may, in any case, be 
allowed to laugh at the ignorance of our frilow 
crealurei, that case certainly does arise, when wc 
'see f professed grammarian, the author of volu- 
minous precepts' and examples on tbe subject of 
grammar, producing, in imitation of the possessor! 
of invaluable medical secrets, testimonials vouct^- 
ing for the efficacy of his literary panacea, < and 
when, in those very lestiinoiiials, we find most 
.flagrant instances of had grammar. 
. 19(>. However, my dear James, let this stnxif 
and strdcing instance of tbe misuse of the word it 
serve you in the way of caution. Never put as it 
opoit paper without thinking well of yihti you are 
about. When 1 >ee many Us in a page, 1 always 
tremble for the writer. 

197. We now come to the second class of pro- 
nouns; that is to say, the Relative Pronoun's, 
of which you have had some account in Letter 
VI. paragraphs, 63, «3, 64, 65, and 06 ; which 
paragraphs you should now rcai^ over again with 
atieniion. 

198. Who, which becomes whose in the posses- 
sive case, and whom in tbe objective case, is, ia 

/its use, confined to rational beings; br, though 
some writers do say; " the country wAiuc fertility 
.is great," and the like, it is not correa. ■ We 
■tpsl say i " the country, tbe fertility of which. 
But, iCwe personify! if, for instance, wc call « 
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nation a she, or the stin i fie, wc' must then, if ire 
have need of relative pronouns, take these, or the 
Word ihal, which is a rdative applicable to ra- 
tional aa well as irrational and even inanimate 

J 19P. Th^ errors which are most ir^uent, in 
the use of these relative pronoaos, arise Trom not 
taking care to use wko sad whom when they are 
respectively demanded hj (he verbs or preposr- 
tions,' " To who did you speak ? fVhom is come 
"to. day?" These seuiencM arc too glaringly 
wrong to pass from our pens to the paper. Bat, 
as in the case of personal pronouns,: when the 
irslativH'are placed, in the sentence, at a distance 
. from their antecedenis, or verbs, or prepositions, 
the ear gives us no assistance. ■' ffho, of all the< 
'* men in the world, do you ibink I saw, the other 
*' day, ffAo, for the sake of his numerous ser- 
" vices, the office was given lo." In bolh these 
casts ft ought to be whom. Bring the verb, in the 
Srat, and the preposition in the second, case closer 
lo.lherelalive; as,whoIsa'w: lon/ko the office tvea 
giyen; and, you see the error at once. But, take 
care I " fVhom of all the men In the world, do 
" you think was chosen to be sent as an embassa- 
" dor ?■ fnom, for the sake of his numerous ser- 
" vices had an office of honour bestowed upon him." 
These are nominative cases, and ought to have 
who; thatistosay, '^ who was chosen ; who hadan 
" i^t." I will not load you with numerous ex- 
amples. Read again about the nominaliyi and 06- 
jeelive cases in Letter V. Apply your reason tolhe 
subject. Who is the nominative, and whom the ob- 
jective. Think well about the matter, and you 
will want no more examples. 

aoo. There is, however, an erroneous way of 
employing whom which 1 must psint out to your 
particular attention, because it is so often seen in 
very good writers, and because it is.very deceiv* 
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ing. '< The duke «r Argyle^ fj^ wAom DO man 

'i *' was moR h^rty io ihc cautc. Gromwelli ihan 

i " whom no rniD wai beUer billed in ariifice." A 

1 hundred such (Arase* mtgbt be : coUected "Traoi 

i HuuE, Blaoestohk, and even from DoctaraBLMK 

\ and JoBMsoN. Yet, they are bad. grammBr. In 

all such oaseB, n-A* should be made use of: for, it 

ii ntmnalin and not «hjective. " No m'ao was 

" more hearty in the cause Ikainke war^i ba-man 

" was belter skilled in anihcc^AoitAe wojt" ~ Ilis 

\a very comnten pviiament-houie pfaroM, and, 
therefore) presumptively corrupi ; but, it ia<'a 
IXrator Johnson phrase^ too ; ** Pope, ihattvhom 
" lew men had more vanity." The Doetor idid 
V>ot say, " Myself, Ihnn whom few men have been 
f< found more base, havingi in my Dictionary,- d<- 
\* icribed a pensioner as a slave of state, and hav- 
. " ing afterwards myself become a pensioner." 

201. I differ, as to this matter, from Bishop 
Lowth, who says, that " the relative v/ko, having / 
*' reference to no verb or preposition nOdarstDod, i 
" but only toils antecedent, when it fbllnws/Aait, is i 
" (UwojjsiHlktobjtclivecast ; even though' the pro- \ 
" noun, if lubstiiuitd in its place, would be in tbe { 
"nominative." Anditben^hegivesaninsiancBfrom 1 
Milton. " Beelzebub, fAonwAsm, Satan except, none J 
" higher sat." It is curious enough, tliat this sentence / 
of tbe Bishop is, itself, ungrammatical I Our pour,/ 
unfortunairif is so placed as to make it a matter of 
doubt whether the Bishop meani ii to relate to 
who, 01 to Us anttcttUnt, However, -we know his 
meaning; but, thmigh'he.says, ihatwAi;) when it 
follows J Aan, is always in the abjective cue, he 
gives us no reasou for this departure from a clear 
general principle : unless we are to re^rd as a 
reason, the example of Milion, who has com- 
mitted many hundreds, if not thousands, of gram- 
matical errors, many of wbicli the Bishop himself 
has pointed out. There is a sort of side-wind at- 
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tempt at ^reaioajn the words, " luviagMfercnce 
« to tto verb or prtposjIionuadtrUoid," Idonot 
fee the rtason even if this could be ; but, it ^ 
pears lo me impOMible, that a noun or pronotia 
can «xist in a gramniaiical sute without hiving re- 
ference to some va-b or priposilien, either ex- 
pressed <tf twderstood. Whatiimeani byMilloo? 
" Tlian Beelzebub none tal higher, except Satan." 
And, when, in order to avoid the repetition of the 
word Beelzebub, the relative becomes necessary, 
the full cons true ti (HI must be,." no devil sat biffher 
..** JAoNH'&osat.ejfcepiSataa)" andnot, "nodevil 
" sat higher (Aon whom sat." The supposition, 
that there can be a noun, or pronoun, which has 
, rjilercDce tons veri, and no preposilion, isceriainljr 
a mistake. 

SQ2. That, as a relatire, may, as we have seen, 
be applied eluier to persons or things ; but it has 
HQ pouessive case, and no change to deaoie the 
ottier two cases. We say, '^ The aim (hal giw, 
. " and tfaemaufAoJatfaingis given to." But, there 
, are some inataiKes, when it can hardly be called 
proper to UM Ihal Instead of who^ or ivkom. Xbm ; 
directly after a proper name, as in Huue : 
'^ The queen gave orders for taking into custody 
" the Duke of Northumbcrlaod, who fell on his 
" knees totbe Earl of Arundel, tAol arrested btm." 
Who would have been much better, though there 
was a ivho just before in the sentence. In the 
pame authw: "Douglas, wAo.had prepared bis 
*' people, and tkal was bmt upon taking his part 
.<< openly." This never. ought to be, though we 
, see it cootinuaUy. Z'iMcr may do ; but ^o^A never 
. ought to be relaiivefc of the same antecedent in the 
name sentence. And, indeed, it is very awkward, 
to say the least of it, to use both in the same sen- 
-tnqtt though nlatiog to diBerent aniecedeols, if 
. all tbeqe be names of rational beings. " The 
" Liordf , ■who made the &ist lalse report, uid the 
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" Commoiu, thai sttmed to vie frith their Lord- 
'.' 'Alps in falsehood, hccamt equally detested." 
Thai, as a relative, cannot ulce the prepMition or 

, verb immediately before it r as, " theman, /o wAom 
" Igaveabook;" but I cannot say, "ibemanlofAaf 
"I gave a bot^; nor the Icnife to Ikal I put a 

■ " handle." '* Having defeated wham, he remained . 
" c]uict ;" but, we cannot, in speaking of persons, 
aay,- " having defeated Ihal, he remained quiet." 

SOS. fmck, as a relative pronoun, is applied to 
iirational beings only, ant), as to those beings, it 
aay beemployed indiSerently with Ihat, eicepi in 
the cases, ftherc the relative comes direotly after 
i verb or A preposition, in the manner just spoken 
•f. We aay '* the. town, the horse, the tree, 
" which i or te which t" and so oo. And we say, 

. " the town, ilie'iree, the harte, /Aal/" but not 

, ie or forlhat. 

S04. W^may, in speaking of nouns of multi- 

ilude, when the tnultiiude consists of rational crea- 
tures, and when we choose to consider it as a 
linfftiar noun, make use of who or whom, or of 
which, just as we please. We may say, ■' the 
\ " crowd, which was going up the street ; or, the 
v '* crowd, who wis going up the street;'' but, we 
j cannot make use of both in the same sentence a«d 
t relating tb the same uoun. Therefore, we cannot 
\ say, *^ the crowd who was going up the street and 
I" which was making a great noise," We inoit 
Itake the who, or the which, in both plaMs. If 
Uucb noun of multitude be used in the pbirml tmn- 
Wr, wc then go on with the idea of the ralianality 
pf the individuals monrmiiids; -and, therefore, we 
make. use oiwho and whom, " The assembly, who 
" rejected the petition, but, to whom another was 
" immediately presented." 

iOb. Who, whose, wham, and which ^tt <ln> 
ployed in asking questions ; to which, in this 
capacity, we soust add, wimt. '\ Who is in the 
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-'** ho*6? PWiwegunif that? 'WiomMoyon Ioyc 

"best? mai has happened- to-day *'■• IWiU, 

,^iMBn8.g«Beral)r, as a rdative, <* IhelAiitg which .'" 

' a>; '^ i^ve ■» n^J 1 want." It roaf beuscd in the 

%mia4nalive and in the' (^ecilvc case ^ "'What 

< '''hi|>(Mit) to-day, may happnxiext wadt; -but I 

o "Jcjww'Hot towlMtVtaiaii cotne atlan:"or, 

.^"Iht thbig ^Ti-hich bvppcbk lo-day,' may (uiptWn 

, M'Dtvi'Treekf but I kfKm.aottht^hing-wldekvrt 

- 'F shall cMUfl MM lail." ' < '>' ■"■■■■ 

. 006. Wkith, thMigh, in other casei,' it ciOBotbe 

employed as a relative with DouoBWhidt are the 

naniM or nition«I behlgs,' is, wftb luch notlns, ein- 

-ptoyed ill askingi qsestisna : as, '^ the -tyMnttil- 

: '* lege, thai the'perition was disrespectful, ffhteh 

" of the tyiaM*?'' , Agdin: " one trf th« petl- 

" tioners had hit head cleaved' by a soMi^r: 

" H''A«Af'''->ThaVistosay, " which •! the peti- 

**. tikner»vsa8-jit?'' I-'"! .-■'". 

. 207. M%ar,-wben'iuedin'tobltiii;fWa'repeiitiali 

of-what' has bcea said:' as, wkatf ineans, MteU 

-." iatthaii¥/i»iikiX>ttAellangi¥Akkijw haFtf<sBidil* 

Tbls^word'is mcdi laod with great forGs;-iil &k 

' wiyof eiclamttliDn: 'i^ What! r6b usdf oar tigHt 

"of JiHfrage, TuhJ, thtn^ wh«n «w pray'to'havta 

" OUF right rcMoFcd to us, shut tnttp in dun- 

"geoM!" The-full meaning is ihist " IVhat do 

**lkaf:do? Thay rob us pfou»righti" 

908. Itjsnot, in'generaJ.MdviSabitt to crowtl 
these TclattvcB together; -but) if sdtneihiits hap- 
pens that it.isdimej '"■■Wfuy; Hal hasanj»»«as«, 
." can believe suchpslpaMe falnhoods? mal^lktU 
".tin be invented; candtsgui^thesetalsehoods? 
I " tyhOM, IkfllYoa «vtr lieard of, wis a ]«rdon ob'- 
.*' tained by from the mercy of a tyrant? "SanM 
*' men's rights have bteu takm from them, by force 
." and by genius,, biit.H^«M, Ihat fhe woi^dewtr 
" hea^rd of before, were 'taken 3way< by igiiorme 
" and stupidity?" ''_'■■. - 
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.,jtfewr,-)rAi(As«v«r, &ll«w tbc mlMtapl^iuUeta 
■ %\n,ofigifHlvif>fda. Ttujo is aaitdwAcb, which> 
' U its g«wr>l wcepUitjtWi iiawM .<a Hit mmiur ; 
Jtpd.f'vr* wlttcb.i9al«o>aa twiiicrh, news, At jwty 
, litnt, :iteH UmH^ <» aivoji^ Thew iwo words, 
, liius-joiiKd in<wiotae)rtr^mt»at-^<'hot in.amfcase 
,^ti»t.m'l^ll*;.aad*adiliin>nbeTtbf»eyM^T43. ,We 
; MDteiiioe!) ottiii lhn«r,MMlHf,H^o0Vt-TwAo'iK>«''> 
wkativtr, and even whosrvtn . b is a nerft abbre- 
^ViafiMi^ .;Tbl! J»M uoderMioodi and, Jt. is. beat not 
tnomit MWiiutiu SowetincB ihcMevfriKscpa' 
.r.»t^.|r«ai (hlipraooun: " fTAoil mo fiMwr be 
-tuif^tbe.". i.Buirthemain tbiof is, loundfnUad 
.tbcnaJonupOR-wbictulwuMoriboscvrocdsmiids; 
.for, ityouuDdersland that, you VKmilw<^>use (be 

' vwU properly., 

.. ^10. TkdDntoMSTiATiVE.PBottouHtbavsbecD 
described in Letter VI, paraj;nph 67; and, Ihave 
veryliuJe (a add to wbai.is ther^.jafal upon the 
t»bjecu They never chagge their, cedi^,. to 
(Inxnef gendcTiorcftui and ibe.proper. afqilicatioa 
«f them ia so obvious, that jt requires link lo be 
■aid abtwt it. HoweveF, we abaU: beaniUDra of 
ihate: pronoiuia, whea )ve cooae lo. thesyntax of 
■veris. Qiae obiervatian I will make here,-, how- 
.ever, becauK it will Eerve- to iciution you against 
the commission of a vety commau error, .You will 
hardly jay, " 7it(mbatwritCi".bulr^yo< nmysay, 
■V many da, " We oogbt always lo bave 3 great re- 
.*' wAfcr them, whoare wise.aiid.geo(l." Jl ought 
,tooc, **/'"''^')*'boatietariieaadgoo(lt'.' becnse, 
theword^rjons is understood: ^' thvMperioaswho 
" are wise and good:" aod, it itbad gcatnmar » 
«ay, " ihtm persons yiho are wise and good." But, 

' otraervc, in anolher sense, this senten.ce would be 
correct. If I uo ^eakiiig of parltailar .persons, 
■and, if uy object be ta nuke you uuderttaud, that 
tbcy are wise oni good, and alto, thai / Ime Hum. 
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Thcar, J Uf» v«7 tamcfiji " 1 Im* (hmt «faa 
-*' in mm and fgaoi." Ttuu : *' Tbc fathw hu 
*' ItosebUdttn i b* Iwm /Afot, whoart wi*e w>d 
." good;' and.ilMr-]oiKhi»,whaH vary indulgenu" 
iltisthevMoviitf that nwlbe your {lude; jmareg- 
$o» nwH leU you wktb it ibe wcaninK- *' T'A^f', 
'" who«an writs, *aw«gFUl<lealQfl>odilylabouF|" 
il very Aficrcot from " T'Ami wbocan writC) laye 
*'a greatduLof I»o4li)r'>bou'''" ThelkMeUnis 
Enr JAojr ptrtont f that ii t» »y, iwv ptrsons, Jitr- 
stm.in giMnl, who caa, wtm i wberaa«, the Ht^, 
>5-lier« ttwd, relatti to kmdc parttcuiar penons; 
XB^^tbCMOtttice means, Uiat ihete partiaular pcr- 
. son* .ore milt to wri/«, and, by that m«iatyih€f iave 
a gooit dtal of bodily lutMur. DooTdA B1.AIR, in 
his ^iBt'LecntrC) has fallen jdM «n (iirar of this 
url : (bus, " TbsM two paragrapha are estremely 
"worthy of>Ur. Aobison;. and ezbibit a ttyle, 
*' which Ihei/, who cau successfully imitate, may 
** eaieatB themselves happy." It ought to he t/use 
insteadof Dug. But, ihii isnattbc only fauUin 
this iMBleiice. Why say ^' tMlrtmtlg wwlby?" 
Werlitintss *t a quality which hardly edai«li of ie^ 
greet, and, lurely, il doc»Dot admit of tulregut. 
Thtn agaiu^ at the dose: tatsltiim is to prtHi to 
sel valut vh, io value hig/Ujf. How, then,, caa tn«a 
"eifaemiheoiselfeslnppy?" How can they "priu 
" iA«nK/w* happy?" How«nthey*'A(^((*w(riie 
" ihtmseWes kappyf" My Dear Jaraea, let cbsm- 
ber-matds and raendiers of the House of Commoni, 
and learned Doctors, write ihus; be you conteat 
with ptaiD words which couvey your meaning : sa.y ' 
that a thinj; is giiUeworlhffoii mm; and that men 
may.iie«m themsdves happy> - 

911. The itiBETMMiSATi PRONOUNS have bem 
enumerated in Letter VI, paragraph 71- They arc 
someiimes^(f/«iitvj, as isMated in that pan^raph. 
Whoever, Wfudtver and Whiduafer (that is, wkos»- 
enrt •wluUneftr^wludaaewri tb«ugti.fe/afuw>arc 
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' indeienninaletoo. 'But,iBdeed,Jt'Bi^ifiesRlttehow 
'tiieM words irtclassedi, It is tfaeuicof themthat 
flrfc ougfat to 'look lo. £vtiy, which I have reckon- 
ed amongst these pronouns, is never, now-a-days, 
used wUAoat ;l noun, and ia, therefore, in fact, an 
a^tctii-e. Tlie error thai is most frequently com- 
nitied inusingtliesepnmoiHisiSipuitiogibe A/am/ ' 
verb, or plural proaoun,'- after nauns preceded' by 
' 'tnry, each arW(A«r,-'e3pecially'in'thesase of «iV- 
ry: as *' every natt;' ertty hoAy, fveti/ hokse:' 
lliese are understood (o mean, ail the men, all the 
people, all the houses ; but, only me-matty one body, 
■otte house, is spoken of, and, therefore, 'the veitb 
ought to-be in the singular; as, " ever)' body I'l 
disgusted/' and not" every body (wetfemsted." 
'213. Before yoii use- any of these, woras, you 
'Should'thkik well on xh€tr ttiu meanihg ; for, if you 
' do this, you will seldom commit errors in the use 
of idem. Doctor Johnson, in his Rambler, Num- 
bci'IT?, has this passage. "Everyone of these 
" vir(u<ees looked on all his associates as wretches 
" of depraved taste and narrow notions. Thtir txta- 
- " versation was, fhertjore, fretful and waspish, (A(i> 
-" behaviour brutal, Iheir aierriaieni bluntly sarcas- 
"*' itck,'. and Ihtir seribusness glMmy and suspi- 
i'*icio«s." 'N»w th«e theirs certainly relate to 
mry one, ihoagh the author meant, without doubt, 
that they should relate to (ft* wAo(e body of virtuosos, 
-jneludjng the every one. The word therefore adds 
lo'ihe confusion. The virtuosos were, Ihtrefore, 
■fntM and waspish, ffhal for » Was it because 
invry one saw his associates in a bad light? How 
CHI mythinking meanly of others make their con- 
versation fretful? If the Doctor bad said: ^' Theu 
viriuosos looktd on each other. . . ." The meaning 
would have been clear. 

■ 213. The pronomi «i(A(r, which means one of 
tmo, ii very often inf roperly employed. It is used 
(0 denote one of Ihret or more, which is always in- 
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cairecl. Wcsay, " eitherilK dag tir Hx etai" iat 
BDt^ " tllhtr tlie rfof , tbe cat, or ihe pig." Sup- 
pose some odc to att me, wlijch I cfiQoae to have, 
thuttOD) veal, ur woodcock, I anayftranj/ one of- 
ibnn ; and not tilher of ihem. Doctor Biair hai 
iKcd any tme where he ought lo have ased'tit/itr, 
"The (wo wori/j are Dot ^together iJDonrmous .- 
" yet, in the preaeat ease, any on* of ihem vroutd 
" have heenfluffieiem." " ■ • 

S14. In concluding thh Letter onfihe Syntax of 
Pronewia, I must observe, Aat Ileave manfof 
these Hideietmlhaie pronouns unnoticed hi 1 par^ 
ticular manneFi To notice every ode individually' 
could UHvwr ni>'pnrpoM except that of swetUug'ibc 
sice of the botfc i a thing which I nwst itnxioasly 
irirfitoaVftW. ■ 
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31£. BY this time, my dear James, yqu wEll 
hardly waM <o:be reminded oE t.he aatuK 4>i Ad- 
jectivei. However, it mayjiat be amisi foryea (tf 
nad ^ain attmtively the whole of Letter VII. . 

Sto! Adjectives, hmag w relative eSiect, con' 
Utning iK> repretsautivc (paliijr, have not the darn 
geraua .pfNvtr- poasewid- by' praoooBS of throwing 
whtJe MoKDCM-.inia^ coaiusioD, and of pTeventii^ 
or totally dcstrojiing^'the wriur/g .meaaii^. ■ Ea> 
this .ntsoiv there ii^ little to be.said.Mpcctii^.tht 
Ullqgiof Adjectives. ...•',■.. ■ 

.3 17.. When you litakeuMiof an Adjective in.th« 
V>y«f coaqnrison, take oare that there beacon> 
gnlity, orhtueaSt. ill the thia^ or qualities cooi- 
pated. Do not say^ that a thing i> dtepv than it 
utirv»4ozh9gi MF.thU a.suia is Jo/Ar tb«B he ii 
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which adverbs conver the notioo, that thequalHjr 
«r property vapfeami fejr: (heriAiljcfitivb Jdaiu of 
dfgree*: ju, .";>mry booMtitxlramiy ftu.''- A-inairf 
' nay benuinr ihaniaMtho>*^*auii,'aiiiacLiBayi]n 

ciaiKibbc:mrrB.A«iifsf tbia aoMhct.: every, oua, 
who. ia notkoBtti, jaatl V ^sbamesL; andievpry act 
'^utAtii nBl}»ukakat\\iKunjtisi. ." '^<v; right," 
■nd ^'jrerjr wroi^^'' are vn^ oammcnii cxpressioiu^ 
but thcf. are both iiioarKcb':Sqiiia«Kpra3Mon»(Da9< 
httnoiwcd^XMiw than othekafbutflhai whiobknol 
r^U is wrong; and thai which isnolWKOilg 'iaai^tu ' 
SUerejarB' he^ do laienoediaCe 'degrees. . \ We 
•h<nU lau|h to hear » nun «ay^ M |io(|.an a^i/tb 
*' rigbtt laiiiiagAiNJ'&A'wt^ngi; thUpdnoitTS'hori 
** DHtifi 4 Irifiing digrtf; that' act was-Uio jiiH*''* 
Bi% aHif«an areBcoiutotaad'(MheJidv0Tlw>of »* 
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Uguaiim. Some vrriien deal b thiue to a degnC 
tnat tries the ear and oflends the uodersiaodinn 
With them, tvery thing iaeKcessivel]f*a yitfuautly 
or txlrentdjf or vasUj/ or aurprisinglif or w«nderr 
fulljf praJunAuiJ/j, ortbelike. Theaotioaof Mteb 
writers is, that Ibese words give strtnglh t» what 
they are saying. This is a. great error. Strexqptk 
must be Found m the Ikonghl, or, it wtU never be 
found in the words. Sig-sounding worda, without 
^oughts corresponding, are el&rt without eSect. 

331. Care must be taken, too, noMO use oock 
Adjectives as are improper (• be applied io the 
Domis along with which they are used. " Goai 
'* virtues; iiad yictHi pain/ui tooih-Hht i pUaaitig 
" pleasures." These are staringly :abaurd c hui, 
an^oagst a seiea locigijr af etapij. beads, '^M^ittr 
*■ raU Reform" has Uog been a fashJon^e ekpreir 
aion; aa c^pFessiop whi«h M<^ar C3rtwrigh(,-iti 
4Hie of his essays^ lidiculcs by asking dM gtaitt*- 
mon who use ii^how 4hej wAulii like to vhtam 
madtrattjmtiu in arooiMl of law, or t» mett with 
moderalt ehasUijt in a wib^ 

232. Tasecureyounclf aipinat -the risk Dr«ati- 
jukting such en»r«i y<OH iiave onjiy to ake«ai»a> 
ascartaia the fnll iMtoiDg of vf«ef word you. 
prnploy. 



LETTER XJK. 

SYNTAX, AS KILATltta TO VHI>9> ■ 

223. LETus.my^ddaiJaiius>get:«eHi(hmi^ 
this Letter; andrtten, we may, i thinliv'^ safely 
say, that we know someihiugAt Grammar: ahttle 
. mure, 1 hop^ ihittL it IinowD b^ ibc grsoler part of 
iliesc, who call ifhemiselves Latin xtid Goeck idio' 
lars, and who digai^rthaeJuvng^aOicMd tlisEe 
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laAVtiag'e) i*ith the name of " Liberal Editca- 

9S4. There can be no sentence, there can be 
no seme in words, unless there he a wri, either 
expressed orunderatood. Each of llic oiherpans 
«f Rp«ech may, alternately, be dispenied with;, 
Imt the verb never can. The verb being, then, of 
lo much importance, you will do well to read 
again, before you proceed further, paragraphs 33, 
$4, S5, and 26 in Letter III, and the whole of 
Letter VUI. 

^85. Well, then, we- have novr to see how verbs 
. are used in sentence!, and how a misuse of ibem 
afficifl the ueaning of ih« writer. There must, 
'fott will bear in mind, always be a veHi, expreBS* 
«dorut)d<rstood. One would thinl, that this wai 
not the case in the direction. Written on a ^_.. 
iletier. To John Goldsmith, Esq. Hambledonj 
Haoipsbire. But, what do these words reaUf 
cmean^ Why, thtfymean: "This Irtter istobt 
^' ielivtfed to Jtha Goldsmith, who is an Esquire^ 
*' who /imat Hambledon, which is in Hampshirei" 
-Tht», there are nfr less than five verbs, w.here we 
dMU^t there was no verb at all. - <■ Sir, I beg 
.*' you to'give rae a bit of hread." The sentence, 
which follows the Sir, is complete ; but the Sir 
appears to stand wholly without connexion. How- 
ever, the full meaning is this : " ITjeg you, who 
" or«aSir, tag! ve me a bit ofbi-ead." " What, 
"Hunt?" iBat ia tosay, " what ij said by you, 
" whose name is Hunt?" Again, in the date of a 
letter: " Lcmg Island, 35 March, 1818." That 
is: " J am now writing in Long Island ; this is the 
iH tmiaty-fifthdayof March, and thUinonth isin the 
- '* onelluHisaiid ei^t hnodred and eighteenth year 
*' nFlbeChristianera." 

99fl. Now, if you take time to reflect a litlfe on 
this ihMter, you will never be puzzled far a mo- 
Bcnt bjr tbosc.deiaobed words, to suit whidi gram'* 
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inarians have invcuuH vccaliye aues^ ^a^ tatia 0^ 
solute, and a great many other appellations, witb 
which they puzzle thenisetvni and confuse and Im- 
wilder aud torment those who read their books, 

2i!7. We almost always, whether in »p:akiaji 
or in writing, leave out some of the words, whicit 
are necessary to a /ult expression of our ineaniqjr,) 
This Icavutg out is called the Ellipsis. ; £liipsis 
it, in geometry, an aval figure; and, the nota^ 
piSKS, in the tracing ot ;he line of ttiit figure, dQ 
not take their full sweep all )-ound, a^ iu thq 
tracing of a ciirc/e, but.they inake, fii^^ and leave 
out parts of the area, or sttrlace, which partf. 
would be included in the circle. Heoc^ it is, that 
the skipping pverf or leaving out, in speaking or 14 
writing, is called the Ellipsis; without making; 
uscof which; we, as you will presently see, scarce- 
ly ever open our lips or move our pens. " He 
" told me, that he had given John the gun, which 
"the gunsmith brought the other night." That 
b : "He lold lo me, that he bad given lo Joha 
" (he guil, which the gunsmith, brought to this 
*^ place, or hither, on the other night." This 
would, you see, be ytry cumbrous. and disagree- 
able; and, therefore, seeing Jjat the nuamrtg h 
quite dear without the wbrds, marked'by italicks, 
we leai'i Iktse wards out. But, we may easily go 
100 far in this elliptical way, aiid say: ." He told, 
" me, he had given John the gun, the giinsniitl) 
*' brought the other night." This is leaving tha 
sentence too bare, and making it to be, If not 
nonsense, hardly sense. 

828. Reserving some further remarks, 10 be 
made by-and-by, on the Ellipsis, 1 have now to de- 
sire, that, always, when you are examining a sen- 
tence, you will lake iolo your view the words that 
are left out. If you have >uiy doubt as to the cor- 
Kclness of the sentence, fill it up by putting in the 
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kft-flut ««rdSi and, ifttterebe BDcrrer, irou'win 
MwA discover ■(. 

- 4tS. Keepin; in miitd Ifacae retnarki «h tbe sub- 
ject otimiirsieoi words, you will aoTr listen atiea- 
fivelj to ton, while I endeavour to explaiD to yOu 
ttie manner in whidi vtrbs ought to be used in ^en- 
. taices. 

S30. The fint thing is, to come at a clmr under- 
•landing -with regard to the cases of nouns and pro- 
oauns as connected, in use, with i>vr6j and preposi- 
liwts I for, on this .connexion, depends a^mt'deal. 
Veriw govern, isit ia called, nouns and pronouns; 
that is to say, they sometimes cause, or mate, nouns 
or pronouns le be in a certam case, ffouns do not 
Mry their endings to denote difierent cases ; but 
pronouns do; as 70a have seen in Letter VI. 
Therefore, to illustrate this matter, I will take the 
pronoun personal of the third person singular^ wbidi . 
in tbe nominative case, is, he, possessive case, Ais, 
objective case. Aim. 

931. When a man {it is the same with regard to 
any other penen or thing) is the uclof, or deer, tlie 
man it in the nominative case, and the correspond- 
iilg pronoun is, %«; " /bsirikes." Thesamecase 
exists when the man is the leeeiver or endarer, of 
an action. " /fi is striken." It is still the »tne 
case when the man is said to be in- any state or con- 
dition. " iJe is unhappy." Indeed, there is no 
difierence in these two latter instances : for, " ht 
" Is striken, "'is no other than (o say that " he is tA 
" a statej or condition, called slriien," Observe, 
too, that, in these two latter instances, the hi is fol- 
lowed by the verb Jo 6t : be is striken, he is unhap- 
py; and, observe, moreover, that .whenever the 
verb to be is used, the receiver, or be-er, ( if I may 
make a word) is, and must be, in the nominaiive 
case. But, new, lei me stop a little to guard you 
against a puzile. 1 say, " the vei^ io be ;" hut, I 
do not mCan those two words always. When I say, 
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ibeverfaAtk, I' msymeanaa hi the' abrfve etand- 
p1e>, if.r ThU is the vabio he, in the third p«rs(ai 
aingutar; "I write." I strould aayj iJiaf here U 
the pronoun /and l\a^tt\i lo write ; that is to say, 
it li the verb IdvfriU in one of its farms. The to 
is the sign of the inSnitWe mode; and the verb '^i 
that state, is the root, or the fouDtlation, from'Whldi 
all the dlGTereDt pans or forms procted. Having 
ffuarded ourselves against this poztler, let us cOOib 
back to our nominative tfaae. The actor, tht'doer, 
the rtetiter of an action, theAe-er, must always be 
En the nominative case ; and, it is called nominative 
case, because it a that state, or situation, or case« 
in which the person, or thing, is namtd vrithout be> 
ing pointed out as the object, at end, oFany Forego- 
ing action or purpose ; as, "-^e strikes; Ae b Strik- 
'* en ; he is happ;r." This word nominative Is not v 
a- good word; acting and /jeing case, vronid be < 
much 'better. This word, nommalive, like most of 
the terms used in teaching grammar, has been tak- 
en From the Latin. It is bad; it is inadequate lo 
its intended purpose; but, it is used; and, if we 
understand its meaning, or, rather, what it is de- 
signed to mean, Its intrinsic insufficiehcy is of no 
cons£quencti. Thns, I hope, then; that we tno^ 
what the nominative b. " He writes; he sibga; 
** he is sifk; he is well; he is Smitten; he is 
"good;" and so on, always with a Ae. 

432. But (and now pay attention) If, the ac(*c» 
pass From the actor tbaperson or thing atledupon, 
and, if there be no part oF the verb, to be, employ^ 
ed; then the peftoD or thing acted upon is in the 
objective ciae: as,' ",he smites fti^; he strikesAim; 
" he kills Aim." In these instances we wish to 
show, not only an action that is performed and the 
person who performs it, but also the person upon 
whom it is perrormed; . Here, therefore, we state 
thencfor, theadion, and the object; and, the per- 
son or thing which is the oCrject, is in the objective 



..Google 



cast. The verb it ^id, in -such ; iwuncct, lo go- 
> vern the noun or pronoua; ihat is to say, to moke 
il, or &>rce it, lo be in the ol^ective ease i and, to 



1 law, 
til in the 
teraon w 
heoi/etl- 

the loose 
•ok yield- 
icctioa «n 
nq'.soQH 

ol tbCEC 
d,. as the 
aticr in- 
>f theac- 
hI or ua- 

instance, 
e. Iwu 
ed anac- 
e hid re- 
eceudin* 

the verb, 
liis actor, 
Peter ia 

got over, 
when another preaented itself: for, I conceived the 
noiioD, that Peier was in the -noniinaiive onlif bt' 
caust no aclor was menlioHtd at all in Iht stnUace ; 
but, I soon discovered this to be an error; for, I 
found that, "Peter is smiuen 6^ John," still left 
Peter in Iht nominaliyt ; and that, if I used ibe 
proDOun, I must say, ''Ac is smitten by John;" and 
not "Aifit is smitten by John." 

335. Uiion this puule 1 dwelt a long time ; a 
mbolc tveekg'at least. For, I was not content uulesi 
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t cduid.raaoncilr ^e*)>i thing (oVmum; anrf, I 
OMildj ate aa reaaoa kr ikiu Peter, in ihii bM 
hiiUDce,. appeand (o be tbe obf4ot, and tlwr^wu 
fhe oc/irr, J«hB. MyeininAeed, auared me, ttiU 
iltWH.njfat lo ny/" Vis saiilHn byjckn;" hut ' 
nr raasoa doubted the infarmitian Mid Miunneet 
of my ear, 

. 286. Axlait, tfae.Uuleii^iiifieaMwanj, ^'a(- 
Utmtd mf. atttnlMO. Ttiii word, in thii place, is 
a pripetit'mn. AJi! Until it! prqMsUioiu ;«*'«m 
neuniaiKl [woaouns : that ia to tky,Mait thtm i» be 
m Iht oijutitte ant / So thai, Joha, who had 
plq;ned mcMviucfa, I found lo be intheobjctt^ 
cue ; and, I fwuui, that, if I put him out^ and pal 
the prMMunin btspUoc, 1 tauit iijr, *' Peter ft 
tta'tttoK if him." 

- S37.iNaw,(hea, ibjr dearjamei.doywiclarfy 
uadersliBd tMs? If you do oot, have patieoce: 
Read aodthiQi:, sod OTeifhvrell every part of whit 
-I havehere writieai for, u you will immediately 
we, a dea^uitdsntanding with regard to tbe«w» 
if 'Oae af the main inldts -to a pernct lltMwledgB«F . 

ess. Verbi, af which there niut be one at leasli 
«%resaedor uixIcrBtaad, in every kmcdoc, wust 
agrte in ptrtmt and in lutmber with tbe DOua« or 
pronoiiBi, i^icTt iretfat nomituUim of the Ma> 
t«nce ; that it. tai sayr >be verbs muit be of lb« 
laae perum and aaitw Dumber as' the iio«iioati>res 
arc. ' Vetfos. (Te<)ucDtly change their fordii and eod- 
mgs:.t6iaaix themteWes ^fr« with their nantima- 
thttt. JHow neeetsary is it, thett^ to biow what 
is, Bivi what ii not, a Aomioadve in ■ seuince ! 
Let us take an example. " John smite Pieter." 
What are thestwbrds? J«Ar ii a noun, MiV^^r- 
ion, lingular itumber,' nominative cats. Smile is t 
*erb, jifrf /iM-mt, jingular aiwber. -Feler is a 
n^n, thind mraoa, inngular nntnber, objeotive 
cue- -: TberMrB^^'MntCiiw ^-iaconixVi fftr 
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llie rumiuUive, John, is in the third persai,aDd tbt 
verb is in the first; while hothou^tto bis in tb« 
tame ptrsm. The sentcDoe aught to be, . " Joho 
SStilesPtltn" and not " Jolui cmiVe Peter." 

S3p*-Thisis, lobe sure, a very glarhig error : 
bulstUl it isoomore tbananerrorr)Dd is, in fact, 
as excusable as anf other grammatical error. 
*' The ineo lives in the couatvy." HeTe,^ihe verb, 
liyet, is in the singular Dumber, and the Doun, auttt 
TthitJi is the iMHDiDative, is in ^x plural muqber. 
*' The men /ire la the cmmtry," it.ou^ to be. 
Vliese erron stare us in the face. But, when the 
aestnkces become Itrnger, and cmiM^ lereral 
nominatives and verbs, we do not so reidilj' pcr- 
peive the errors that are committed. " The inten- 
*' lion of the act of parliament, and not its several 
'* j/fiAthm, decide the character of the cmrupl as- 
!' sembly bywhomitwaspassed." Here the noun, 
ptHMHeSf comes so near to the verb, decide, that 
the ear^ckceives the judgment. But, the noun, in- 
IttUioi, isthe nominative to the verb) which tbsM' 
fWc, odght U):bei decides. Let us take a sentence 
still more deceiving. " Without tbeaid of a fraucbia 
',* ledt' paper money, the tyrants/ never could have 
t' |)tr(M»ed any of those deeds, liy.wbicfa ih^'v 
<' safely Aan.(s(neudangered,atidwhidiAA)'e, at the 
*< same tilne, made them detested.." Detda, is the 
DuniDative to the latl hoFt and its principal vcih; 
buti^Wj' is the nauiaaiive to theirs! Adve; and, 
tbtrefore, this first have ought to have Jxn Kas, 
You see, ibal the error arises from our having th« . 
pEural noun, dteds^ iu our eye and ear> Ta^all 
(lie test of .the unience away, , and leave *' sefetjf 
ha/e been" standing by iikIF, and then tbt error 
is as flagrant as " Jo)w smite Filer." Watt:h me^ 
now, in the j>ext scotencx. " It must be observed, 
*' that land &1I greatly in pj-ice as soon as tb« 
*' cheats hegattto draw in their paficr money, ia 
f va^ emu the quaplity and tpsaliiy of the land is 
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XIX.: At ULATIKC TS VEBM. 1^ 

*' the ume as it waa before ; but, the price h tfr>' 
•( daced, all af a tudden, by a diange ia the Value' ^ 
" and power of the mooejr, which benimesverfdli^' 
" fbmu Jram what it was." Htn-are tfTQCMi-V 
plete Mnteacci, which go very glibly off the tM^^.'' 
There ii uothing ia (hcoi that oSetidt the ear.- Tbt' 
Srn is, iadeed, correct ; hut, the Ian is i tfassiof 
arnir. QuattlHg and mmlily, whicb are tho hmAi- 
nalive in ihe first memiierortha'SetiteDce, male, to-' i 
geihcTi a^/iini^,'aiid should have been followed, 
aTtcr the word land, by are and not by j^ ; and, ifae 
if W(u, which follons, should, of course, have beeti,^ 
Ihtg^tre. Id I he second member of (he mneQCtr^- 
valut 'and power are the iwniiiaative of b^Bomis',' 
which, therefore, alMuld have, been, Hi/ike'; and;< 
then, again, there liillows an U was instead at they 
wen. We are mialed, in gach cases, by ihe hear'' 
ness of the lingular noun, which codmr iri betw^eit 
the nominatWcs aod the verbs. We should not be 
ti^ly lo.iay, "quantity and qtiality«^; value aa^ 
power becomi§". '. Butiwben a singular uDuttcomeii 
in between 'uCh.nomioatlvej and tbe verbs, we ire 
vtly-apttobe tbinlEJugof thatooan, and toctnhiirit 
error. When ncMice hegia, we keep on; and,' 
if (he sentence be Iodz, we get together, at last, a 
fine Golleaion of Verbs and pronouns, malting as 
complete ntmseosc as heart can wi^h. Judgti 
Bladcstone in the 4th Boob, Chapter 3S, saysi 
" The very xhtme and noitl of the administra^ 
** lion ofcoinBion justice beiweenpart^ and party, . 
1' iwu entkely settled by tlds Lng ; and kas con- 
>Miaued nearly the same to tbia^." Admmis- 
traiien ej common Juslm vim tull upon the Judge'* 
ear: down :fae clapped, Hr«,- and, has, natKtwIjI 
foUowedi and, tlius^my dear son, iograiMiilr, M 
ia moral conduct, oncbultldiaoniicecssarihrptx)^ 
duces otfeerft. .<> . ' ' 

S4U. Lopic, iherefbre, at yoiir hsmUuUh'e, h^H 
y«i puL a vert upon paper) ivr, you icej it' may 
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if ibtr* be two, or more riigulir ■d«i9iar|wi" 
nifWSi Kp^nuol by or, wbid^ yoKlnKm-ia iMr-' 
JWWKCWiwtWBj ttiCD, tfae:uarb'«iuM4>s:tndier 
■if^mlitr] tSV " a soldier cr.a sailor, irb» has 
'JiRfrvpdiiiiivauntryfaithfuUy, ufairlf enlilledito a 
V.ipcwon; but fvfao niU lajr^itbai a 'prmtiiuted 
''fMt, ■'[Hiapt or »bufi«n^«Mt<i(jaaifluUrpn>* 
'.'oViaiiuffiKB ilke^uUic T" 

>MI, It .fomeiiiBeB boppens, (hat there an, in 
ilic qtwiinsilve, iwo or morBnamM) -or pnHMmt* 
^ad that they are in d^g'enal aamitri, or in ^cr- 
^ptrsonsi asj^ThtmuuMtrjtrtktBonmgh-bf' 
" ranis." ThesCDaaiii canaoi have the verb to 
<^M with tkttaiolh. Tberabre, if it be the con- 
uunng of lbe«e wraidiei sgaiasi the libertiei of ' 
ihit'pemlle, of which we have l« speak, we caaiwtj 
qay, " The iBUtister, or the borough-iyraMs, twt- 
" s^re j" because the vei4> n-ould then not agrte in 
Vunber with the noun, mimiiler: 'nor can we tajT) 
tenffins^ bcCMne the verb weuld not agree with 
the oouat ^»ag\-iyraiUs. ThereEgre, we mut 
not write Mich Kotenou : we must say, " The 
*< qiniater vmspiret, or ilie boraugfa-tyranls tm- 
*■* ipire agaimi (he liberties of the people." Jlcpe- 
Ution is, sometimes, disagreeable (9 the ear; Mt, 
it is belter to repeat, be it ever so e&en, than to 
Vrrite bad gnunmar, whlcl^ i> Mily another tenn 
Jot DOBsenie. 

'343. When iiemiiiattvea are separaied by iu>r; 
the rule of or oMtst be f^iowed. "Neither man 
" »«r beast if a^ in such weather t" andnoKir^ 
taie. ' And, if nominitives of difi^nt nunbui 
present theouclves, we must not givs tkem j verb 
Whicb diiOfftu.witb either the oue or the otbcr. 
We must not tay; *' Neither the halter aw the 
" bayonets art sufficient to prevent us trwi obtMD' 
V inx'<farjights." Wemustavoid this biid gritn* 
inaco]rV**"S'^'^'***'*^<*ni|of'Vy«rdi: as, •' Wt 
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XU& At KIL^TING TO VIMS. 145 

" imtak pmrnteri ft«B flhtainriag-our rigtitt by 
" oattxrtltebilurnoBibebayOTieis."' Ai^i'iftiy 
should w» with I* mun ini |ranaur, If fre ewavt- 
prnsour-aiMning in\g«od grammar? ' > 

'243. ir tf or iMT diajoin Doiut Md frranouds 6C 
ibfinm ^soHS) UuMDouaauMl prmeDin, thou^ 
ihex b« altaf tke lame jwJM^er, CMttoi b« ihe noml- 
.uMiveof one MdtiM samevMb. We tatinot Kty 
*■ They OP /ow in fault; I, or they, *r he, ivihe 
" autbM oik; Oeoijtor I owiheperaoa.'' Mr. 
Liodl^ UbTHry iiya, that' we Mugiuw itiese phra- 
ns.; aod, thai we bi^ «Blf (• take car* tint the 
vnb Bpee widl ifaatfwrson, wUcb if ^Awnt mmt- 
eifM.iu bat, he 4analM,thM hwMM be M/er to' 
avoid suDhpbraMB.bf.givbigBcHleFeMiurB'taonr 
-ward*, l^jjotliu t*-leivt-any thing to chance 
•r tM' diaorctun, whew we have a dear priociplft 
,Cw «ur< gMtdei. Ftti up (he MoMoeei ; aod,' you 
will MB vrfut peeuy w»rk bare is. •* They am hi 
tt fault or i ■■< is HUk'; I u:ibft aoifaer, «r ibey » 
"Iheautfaor, ecbeirihe BMhor: G«t)rgeamthe 
" petsia,ee/aMihDparMi»."' Mr. Hurray gciei 
>.(tflMtMrlMUado aftleibe terbe~«Md«)lb-»mi:^ 
tmt of ^Iwalfrand) «kgutw>t a* meMiofted U the 
faMfou^fnwanaph. Tfte initb, I iiupem, h, that 
Mb. Mwn^tWMeniagtbtffgKat wrilers freqtKiitly 
eMmitted tfaeie erN»,4hDHghi ii pnident to give 
iiy thrfiiif of'graBiDsri raitaw thm seem M set 
.UmseU aganil. Mich lixaMaUia MtbArMy. But, 
' iE we fallow ibis OBMfM,' It isprttiyt^jnr, (hatvta 
•haU' very soatt be kft' with aoprlseiple and M rale 
ofgiwBBar. 

. 944. The noaieffiiee )» (raque»lr i' noun of 
miilliutdfi xtmebtpaftiimiMilygangiH&Mf'wtitn 
Ikia istbeeaWfiheverbistfKdlQ^beshlgiitali'tlr'm 
the fimwtli, npon' precis^ tbe-saoM prfnkrples,' that 
the praooeneare asMea; a*d b-theee |frib«^l^ 
Mgother whh Ua^e lIluatratioiH iit dM wvy ii( A- 
anpte, have beta-givea ;«u la iMUtXVti'i para- 
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|raph IMt Ijieed n^. nothing nun of ^matter-. 

'^ will jWtobMnrc^ bcmerer, ibatcemisltnqf, in the 
-tt%^at,ihe xerb, 'i]i«>chcaaa^uth»iDai[i tbiosto 
keep in view. We wiy My; " The gtug ofoor 
lA'^fffugb-iyiiaiits IS cruel:" or, ilut ''tbegbngof bo- 
i''.'!W^t>-iyrant3 art cruel;" but, ifwegoontoapeak 
^ilbpir uoloriously brutal ignorance, we must not 
fiay: "Titegangof borough-tyrmis iicniel, and 
.", are .alio, BOtorlwulyas: ignorant u brutes/' Wt 
-ftinstuteit in bQtbpiittea) or art in; both places. 
.;, . 84£. -Ii) lookfog for ibcJiominaiiveora stataxt, 
■jtakeiffte tbat die rekUa^ praaoim benot a stum- 
.bl'ng^ blfidc, lor drives hsveioocbanges tp denote 
"'^ffumhtr oj ptunoK 3 and, though they auysonwtimes 
-•^ipeairlobetortbein^liveiinolnifleiivffi, they never 
^anbesucb: '■ TbemcnM^iuviteFe': the man 
;,".,»-Aa.jjh«re( bbecocks Uoi crow, thecqck^Ao^ 
;'';Crpw3.'' i^Mti, if Iberelidveibeilicnoniinative, 
fi^tiyda^tfapverbaaAffngtiJeeinethuhseitnircAaf^e 
ia,iht r^liUive? No: (he v«rb, inpunUit ofjtsjia- 
sniij^itive, runsjhrougUtlierelailvei tocome at their 
fav^ctienlt,nyi>t,it'am,.a>fis,a)ci. ^Buh^Lowth 
.iays^hoyitx^i, that: 'h tbetrehtive isifaeiiomiiiativc 
^": wjifano otbtf wmindiiye^bBiu between it and 
],"r the v^fl^s'; ta^, rMr.JMurray haa veryjiaithfcilly 
^opied,ibi3'.9n'WWw>.'<Aicryatian. '*.lFA«£f'in.tlie 
^>iii^,2.fVfu>ttrt,]^'ll».'bo»K:7 fV/io.3iriits:tbt 

■ f,',fFhp,wtre i« tjie.tVirMl". New,, boe is, in all 

stibqte instaiMes, no.DlbcE npnunaiim between ibe n> 

^iflt^Kfi Wi the verb ;,>«nd!y«t:the verb is ccDtiiiuaDf 

"lecause itdiitcgacds 

the aaueedoit, and 

The 



i Wbu fieKsOas are 
m sifikta tkt iron? 
t Wiatptnonwas 
wurt inibe unet ?" 
tiigivinginhismiixli 
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XXH, AB IELATIMC TO VEII3. 12T 

when hegaveihts account of thetiamiuitwe'fuBd' 
tMHU oi the rtialive ; Tor he adds, "ihe telalivo h 
" of ibej<iM</'frj0nastheaR(ecedeDtt andiheverb ^ 
"«|MMwi(AiVaccoTdingIjf." Oh, oh! But, there- ^ 
tative iaaiva/slhesoMt, ajid ii of any lud of evefy 
pHtM^erand ^r50n. Haw,lben,un tbeverb,whea 
^ makes its changes in number and penoo, be laid 
to agree with the relative? Disagree, iQdeed,viilU 
the relative the verb cannot any more than it can 
with aprvpoaitioa; foftherekiive baa, like the pre- 
position, oochangea lodcaote cases; but, the danger 
ia, that, in oertaia imianccs, the relative may be 
taitu for a monuntdivt, without your looking aftcs 
U|e antecedent, which is the real nominative, and 
-that, thus. Dot having (.hcDumberandperMnof the 
apMccdeat clearly in your mind, you may give to 
|he verb a wrong nqmber or person. Il is very 
■eldom, that those who lay down erroMiNU rules 
furnish us with exanplca by the means of wliich 
we are enabled to delect .the crroc.of tbeie rules ; 
ytei , Mr. Murray has, in the present case, dose this 
awstamply. For, in another partof hit book» he 
bat ibese two examples! " 1 atn tbe general, wA« 
*< give tbe orders to day. I aa tbe general, who - 
" jivM iheordentoday.'' Her^tiieaflUcedeiitsas 
well as the relatives are precitety the same^ Uie 
wdar of the words is the same ; ,and y«t the verbs 
^mdificrcot. Whjf? Because, in the first exam- 
ple, the pronoun / is (he nominative, and, 'm the 
SKood, the noun gentrai. The first means^'^ii 
" w^o an the general hfre, gty* the •rdars.tm 
*> day." The second means, " The (eoeral, who 
- *' gives the orders to-day, ii 1." No(lwng.can man 
pearly show, that the relative cannot^ the, nomin 
native, and that, to consider it a* a nooiWMlivemuW 
lead to error, and oonfusioa. You will obsenWc 
therefwe, that, when I, in the Etymology w£ 
%jDi3x ai relatmj^to; relative pronovns, apeak. «E 
ccLatiyo at being in lh4.iufu»afi» Msp, I mcaiv 
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ibM rhey rriatc ta mans or upersdnttl pronouns^ 
wMth art nt that case. Thfe satuc obMrvaitatt >p' 
plies to'ihe other c^n. ' 

340. We are uAAetimei enbiRYassed to fnc prt- 
thtif an the mminitive, when a sortiof addilimt 
ja made ta it by words «xprassing pcnonsor thing* 
tfaitaccoiopattf It: a), *<S4diliouth, with011vei<ftM) 
"tpy,Aawbrot]ghtBTaiKlnth to the block." WtJ 
bcriiateio determine, whether £i(^Mf A ilofie, i^ 
the notnioativei '« whether ih# utFiWinatite inw 
obdes Gtifirs and,' aF i^onrse, we hesitate trttich 
to cmptoy, 'be tingUlar or the pktral Vefb ; that i* 
tosay, Aim, orAncc. Tkfc meBuing must be owr 
gmde. If we mesn, that ihe'act has \tvtRdone by 
SidiDMilti kims*lf, amt that- ttie spy has been a mere 
imv/itnfwy aj^t^ lh«n weoughrio Use thesingu- 
Jar » but, if tre believe, that itiit s^f has been a 
fO'e!pen4itar t Xttisvciali tvm aecomplke rlhta,in 
Biitru»'i)i«[rfural*riheTCtii: *• SkiOimnh, wMh 
^ faUCinslarLaner, Adsprodund great opprc^ 
•' tiosaadil^fram vblatiom of law." Hasj oyjit 
awaiM, in thi'^caic! beenne the Letter is a Htent 
JBBrumeM. Give the KirtCKce a tctm; " S#* 
** moutfavjkupmduDed gnaf op|HeHloa awt Sagrant 
** vioblioB* of the- Idw with bh Circot at Letter." 
TUs:iiigead; but, SMmouttt " hms brought Bratf- 
" dnthitt) tbe block wlM Ofiver the spy," h Mt 
It NORdS'badly; ami' it' Is bad rbm. - II dttev nel 
■ay what we laeaii It shouM say.' ^ A leg ofmiil- 
<A (On, whb ttmiips and' orrats, if very go«d." 
If wenean to tay^ tfaat a kg of mtittoD, wherrcook- 
flrf with dicee vegetables, is' good, we must usees / 
- bM, If we ar« speaking of the goodnesi of a leg of 
MMtoo and then vegetables taken >H together, we 
MM|iwar<. Vfatawilh tatims' along wilktla>- 
fMirwilk, in c^mpmy wilh, ami the llkej it Is 
Marly the lame at and; and then <be plural verb 
■nutbvused. ^ Mi, with his baiv hand, foAcfup 
** kut iron." Nm ** hcj with hit bire load, lai* 
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*^mp," " He, »Wi bis brotbM, -nre \J)te t« 'd6 
'^mucb." Not" w able wdOBwiefi:"' Iflbejin^ 
DWB htmti bsiead of brolktrs, itwfl( beMtl^ 
^jecttveoMt "-He« with Ihm, ne sUv tv do 
awcb." -B«t' tlili is lio impfdiDtent to the tncbi- 
-diag of th^noun frepresnied by thin) in the iRt ' 
■ikiati*«. fftJAiWtilcfi'ifta'prepotttioa, t^estUe 
abjective cmc «ficr it; kt», if the 'penoos, or 
■tfaiigf, repicsnted bf ihcwords comtng'^f^r' tM 
frepo«ittMit b">r pirt of tbeactonin'aKnienci, 
thaKoderstoadMnms Make part of riw nominatires. 
" The bag, with the guinAk tnd doilan in It, iM/e 
"itolcB.'' Forjifweny, wtuMnten, it b^0sW3^ 
fcr m to QMn, di«t 'tke bag only was stolen; " Str- 
" briet)', with great indnstrv and /afimt, ntik^^^a 
" nan to perittrtB great deem/' And not enabWii 
-fer, Sobriet]r-a/»i< wonld not eaabfe a man in da 
%nH things. '^The bonAigh^tyntliiy, with, the 
'" f aper-moDey makers-, have produced misery arid 
"' ttarvMiob." And oat has ; for we meM that the 
two have c»-«perMed. " Zeal, wtlh'diiscretioii', d» 
flSBch)" and not *<- does mudi ;" fbr^wenean, m 
ihe coDCniy,' that it HUfi natkiifg, U Is the meait- 
ing that must determine which of the mimlMrs We 
otight, in all suchCBses, lb employ; 
' 347* Thn verb h> *e sooKtimet come* betwecb 
twononns of diflferent numbers. ** The g;feat e^U i 
**«ibe boroggh'-debt." In- this' instance there N 
noihu^ tOenibarra»ns-;^»etiausem/aiidfon>t^A- 
Abt arc^bothin the singular. Biit : "^ihc great 
" evil » the foxM," is not godear oFedibarrassmeat; 
The cmlMrTassment is the same, when there is 2 
nngulariKNin on Oneslde and two or more singii- 
lats OF plurals on the btbcrside;' " as the curse of 
. " ^ country is the profligacy, the rapacity, die 
** eerruption of the law-maken, the base sub^er- 
**vieDcyof tfae administrators of the law, aod the 
**iraudsof themifcersof piper-moRr^.'* Now,we 
latui) berej Aat these tninga cvnstitu/c, or form. 
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iU! ,ipaiK:.i^,-3.cwi«T:JWe in«i>i that the>oune 



|HUist now see, constitutes tbe auin spring anclfcgu- 
glatotp^ every seateuu, 1 will licre. point uut -to 

you same iDStinces, wIvrelD there is uied^ appx- 
.rcQil/r ■■c^^i' vfrb 'wr noDiiiiMiy*. : "Ingtntralt 

!' I. dislike to drink wine." This- in geiural isuo. 
imore, in.faci, than one wori. It means generaUj/, 
'But) souuetiDies, tlierc is a verb comes ioj " gene- 
- V.r^lly speaking.'.' Thi^s: " Tbe boruugh-tyranls, 
/• generally sptaiing, are great foals as well a; 

(' rogues.' That is ut^jy " whei) wt speak iniic- 

"rally;" or, ". if w< are speaking generally; 'or, 
, " vsiicfl mn., or people,. i^A. gewr^lly," Fm: ob- 

servf, |il»at\f)(ft,»e>:er^ail(^ a M^epts.^itiuNM 
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Wi^^piffSKd M uoderMaed, and tkat there titftr- 
aanitiv^tityiiihatttiiMtaiauivt caie expressed i 
or uoderatood. 

24D. , Sometimes 11MDUI7 twoor more douih, or' 

ErofMuiUt oaj be tfae- nominative oF a lenteDce;' 
uXmaa^O^htr words along witlilfacmmajr assist id' 
HakiBgaBomiDativV: as, *' Pitt) Rote, Steel, and 
*^ their associates'' giviog to. W^Uer! a tum of thc- 
*' public msney^as a reward forlibcHingthe sou of 
" the king was *x\x^tatiy proSiglte taA base."' 
7hat is Uf say, this act of Pitt and his aisociatet 
wiu extremely profligate and hue. It is, when yoa 
come to inquire^ tfienof which is the DomiBallve^ 
aud all the other-W(>rds only go (o describe the Ali- 
cia and epd of the act. ' 
, .350.. Yvumust take care, that thereieaiiomiqa-' 
i\'^y apd lha( it be, clearly eipressed or uader> 
Mood. " The Allonxy Gueral, Gibbs, whose 
>■ malignity induced him lo be extremely violent, . 
" and was listened to by (he Judges." The first 
verb, iaducai has a nofninative, namely, the malig- 
jti^ (d }-\\t.K}\otfiey GtDitn\, Giblni butthewiu 
iias^.aatQJu'tive, either ^pressed orclearly'ua-> 
derstood; and, wecanoot, therefore, tell, whatror 
'whom «i was Uiai was tisteaed (o: wlifther theina- 
lign^ of Cihbs, or Oibbs hims*lf. It should hav« 
l>ecn, and wha^ or, and ht, ww lisiraed to ; and then 
we should have knowa, that it was Cibhs himscjr 
that was listened ,lo. TheoitiillAigorthenamiDa.- 
tjve^ Gve hundred insiances of which I could draw 
irqm Judge Blacfcsione and Doctor Johnson, arises 
very often from a desire U> avoid arepetiiion of. the 
,nDun or -pronoun I but, repetition is always 10 be 
.prefericd before obscurity. , _ 

251. Now, my dear James, I ki^M;, that I have 
explained to yoU:Sufiicienll}'i iio| only wluU tht n«mi- 
tuUive is, but what are iis powers in every sen- 
.teace; and that 1 have .imprinted deeply on your 
mind the necessity of keepiug iIm aamiaaliie con- 
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litaAj ia your tTC Vfr wmt «( doing AIs', Jrirfj^ 
BlatfataMC hat, in B«nfc IV, Cti*p. 17, commtttcd 
Mine most ludicrout crron. " Oat mcieiit Snail' 
■^/aiiuBDOHnallfputiMiedtliertwitfadeMh, ifabovt 
*■ tkc valiie«r tWclnpcBCfl ; but the crinina) WM 
** pcnDiiitd lo rcdcen his life hy > pctuniaT^ ran- 
*' sam ; at UBong their Carman anenlora." \S%M 
Moliiiion iahere! Wheae »ceston? Thtirs'. 
Who ue tktgf Why Huetrimifud. ftuirs, if it 
reUic to aaj Mrngt nwit teiate i« iawt ; -and ihen 
tfae-Anv h»e attctitor9> T^xa, i^kat ii it tbar was 
to fafl of abvvc the vahie of tmlvcpence? TbC 
JMUUk Ml (be Ih^ * BT) " </ "^^ "^ ^'o* of 
"'twstveptnae," (he Judga without doubt, mean^ 
" if the thing stolmwtre above ibt vilotoi intin' 
*< pence;" liutbeBayaiwtiKhthiag; andthtmeaa- 
iM of the wordi is, if tkf dealk were thtnt the 
mne of twd^epenee. The Motence should have 
IMoA ibvw ; " Our anciem Saton laws nominalljr 
" pkiniahad (heft with death, if the thing stolen were 
'* aboTC thfrvaliK of twelvepeace; but the critti'- 
'* nail were permitted to redeem (heir'tives bya 
'* pecuniary rannm ; aa amon|;st their Gerafan an^ 
^ CHtofk"' I could ,qiMie, from the same author, 
htmditdi of examples of similar errors ; but, were 
llicre only (his one lo be found io a work, whidi 
It composed ofmatier, which wis read, in theway 
el Lectures^ by a prefeenr of law to studcMi m At , 
University o[ Oxford, even thu we ought lo be 
sufficient (• convince you of the importance of at- 
■ tinding to the prtcepis, which I have given yon 
relative to this part of our nibject. 
' ■ 352. As lo the ohjeeto'tcase it has nofhingto dti 
with vtrla : because, a uoun which . is not in tliie 
nominative must be in tht ■ ob/telivt ; and because 
veibs do never vary their endings to make then!- 
selves '}§''*' villi the objective. This case has 
^been suffi^ently ciplained under the head of per' 
stnat-proiuuntf wtuch bavc endings (o denote it. - 
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■%BSk Ike pessmim Mst,^UwAii,}a»no<Sitaga 
Ai with TCTMy ooly, yea nrast- take' ciTtf, tbM yM 
AtttUf ki ttjr ianmce,- look tqton iixf ■ MWfan^ 
tive-^ ** Tike q«ti(]'i<if t^ applt» >Mht cobd-** 
Mv: 11 iDiut Wmu; fiieqiuditu ivihe noramMiyfe 
tadafiylo tha pomwiw. ■" TatwtMnH'imnting, 
H ulcBt, add MuMi ^^ awra '«Mbk In thfeitm 
H hcMMUof parHunaK^lbaniwaiM'oditvptnaflli^ 
" aMioa." T>ki«xrc upon >)1 «u«l oanBioni^ Such 
tnieasM art, m Mfntnwatieil'ciiilHrsnifMlj very 
deceiving. It thoM be "* it UOrfr vbiUtfj" r«f 
wmtit ibs-noMnativct and iMmmg, UUtnt, and 
s«iM»y Bie}ii ihe pMK»ivc. thtytmttJiMrning, 
Md-sooo. 

• ~ M4. r»u KM*' kDwaO a))Mt the /«rfMt and 
NHrfw of vatht, ¥•» Ihiow' lift reamds upon 
aiUtbtBw feandcd' dKJr vaHaiimn n4(h regard t* 
tlMr nmch-camMalicu; LoA, now, at the cm- 
jvgatimitt LmmtVIII, paragraph 99; an(t, yen 
«1tl m, ibnt there rewain thr 7'iiM» and Minta (» 
fascsnudered. 

aA». Of Tiuua dwiw 4i very Utile t« be saM 
IWfe. All (fat laodfol disfhiciicna of, p€r:fif€l, pre^ 
tmt^ mort ptal, and nurtptrjtelp^, and oomeMMi 
mherfr only Mod l» bewitdcr, cdotee, and diiguSt 
the' leatner. There can t^ bat Ihrtt timca, the 
prtsaHi ll/t-pml, lad the fubtn ; atfd, lor the e«- 
pMtiing Af these, our bnguige providet uswith 
nwrdi asd tfnniiMtrotis 'the moit tuitabte that cab 
poiilbljr be conceivedj ¥a »««)£ languages, whkh 
oontllii' na IJltlfl korIs flodhat var Bigns, will, shall, 
moft awd BO on, ibt verbt ihemsetvea cbaoge tb^ 
iem in order to expreaswhat we express bjc the 
blilpof ihuesigM; There are ftm fast timea io 
Frmcfa, fat fustanae: I will give you an example 

- in order (e cxplatn- tbis matter, " The people 

- *" every ifay g«m aoney to tbc tyrants, who, in rCF- 
^lura)^* the people dungeons and aiei;" Nomt 

' here ii«wr weed £an, wfaicb ia the fut'tinw oltbc 
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»erb;W^,' fc ifc*H«iian» word, yotisw; ill both 
MUtaocea; Init you will »«, it difierenti. ibis 
preach, ." Twi« le« jbuO.lo peaplcdoMioMn/ do 
•* I'argcnt aux (yraQS,'4]ui; ctvnttour, dounirttd an 
- .".pwple <Jo*pcac|iots ct-dts^hacheS." V«utm^ 
that, inoneplwe* <Mt,givt JsirMMlat^d by tUufMimti 
aadt "J ihB othw placo,,by Afw^rm/. Onroflhcse 
i» pilled, m Freofh,,lba,*«/ inptefiel, lad tbe 
,«thV,lhe pnsi,/ietfett. i ThisdJitiiictionis.iittM- 
fVy la the French; but 'Similar ditlioctioDS-aK 
wholly Honecwwry in Ei^isli, .; , 

' 2$6. In the Latin Uaguaje,' the verbs chary 
Iheir endifigs soas.ftninc^i/At m(A< vtr>(JiWmwJm 
what we express by our auxiliary verb foAwt.. Awl 
tbey have as ma^jr chiulj^, or difiercnt etidid^ as 
j*n required toexpms all «boM various cii4«M> 
*iap«« of tiw« tdai .we e<pr»s:by,.wari, wtfF4<d| 
jf»ll V(ori,, iru& *«■!, mghi wori, Aow wm^ 
Agd yvoried, fluUt Aom vatitd, mag hiwt workeA, 
mght katt.wofktti; and to on. It is, ibncfcre^ 
necessary for the Latins to have distinct ippdls* 
tinm til suit thete varioul ciroJiniHRnces of Uncj or 
-ttWejof Ml actioa; tHitfiutih dbtlnctloo /if af^eb- 
Jationa«n,b«,Qf n»uae tow, whose verj>i,i»wet 
.vary, thcii epdwgi, xa express unC, except, tiia «1r!- 
^le variation fh>n>tl<e/i»s«n/toibe^(;iforj ev«n 
■V to the/uf«f (i the M^Tu answer our purpgM.. , Jp 
iMircooipound limes, ihu isito say.iudia^, I Aore 
flvtrifiti, there is the vc^b lo^.ian, wbicb beumts 
.A(t4i,oriA«// AufCi aHc) c9on.. „ 

; ■ ,»57. .Why, ihen, shwld we perplex. ounclv«t 
with •.BHiltiiudeof anijicif 1 diatlaclioui, wbichcau- 
^not, byany possibility^ be of 'any useiu pnaeikc? 
.Theae dittiDCtiaas have been introducedifrom.ihis 
cause: ^hose wh« have wiVihq English Gratumart, 
i)ave been taught Lat in v add, either unable to di- 
Y4st Ihenuelvet of their Laiin rules, or unwilling lo 
•irea With sintpliciiy fiat, which, if made somtwhat 
of a myuiBry, wwltd aukt. tl^ itpfiear agre imr*- 
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td than ibB mass Bf-thef mpb, ifae]>l»voeadeaVDUr- 
iti i»iatkeoat stiople baigiiagc' turn and iwitt it^ 
aetf 10 a* lo becoule as complui in Aa -prinrapUt U 
■ibt LMin language is. > ' 

9S8. That. art jbimtvtr, adme tevr maarki i» 
.be made with ngmd ta tbb thm's of verba ) fatii, to- 
fore I make ihem, {.mutt apeak oG the participle*, 
Jittt cast your eye agaiaonL^GerVIIl, paragraph! 
.{^mdJOi. Lode also at Uk C(Hiji^icns«rtlR 
.verbs, to work, to Aom wd /■> A«, iatbat lame kuw. 
Thete^arfici^/«, youMe, with the help of /o Aim 
and lo bt, Ebroi our eompound times. I need not teH 
you, that I was working tdkwa the same at 1 wuk- 
td, ogly that the former stq>poeei that JotnethiAg 
'rise was joibg oa at the same time, or that some- 
thing Jrappeued at the time I was workbg, or that, 
at 1^1, iheit is some circumstancB of acdon or of 
.Vttilvact coUalenU with my workii^ : M, " I was 
,*■ w«i:iiag wAfn he tame; I was jici wbile^I wM 
** working; it rained wbiU I was working^-jSe 
*> Kotdedwhite Iviai viaA'iag." f neednot tell you 
Ihe/usc'.of'dp and did; I need not say, that ] i£» 
■wofjk fs the same as, I wori, only tbe fbrmer tx- 

■ prenes the action more posiiively, and adds sbiti'e 
.ftegree of force to the aMtriion ; and that did wori 
.is the same a worked, only the formir is, ia the 
.past time, of the same use as (ia is ia the present. 
. 1 med not dwell here on the rises of wUl, shall ^ 

iKiy, migfii, shtutdi would, oott, eotUd and must; 
which uses, various as iheyare, areas well koowtt 
, to us all as the uwa of our leeth and our noses ; and 

■ to misapply which words argues, not only a deS- 
cieocy in ttie reasoning faculties, but almost a de- 
ficiency in iHstinCtive ai scrim iaad on. I willnot, 
i my dear James, in imiiatiou of the leanted doctors, 
.pester you with a philological examioatioa into the 

origin and properties of words, with regard to ibe 
use of whijch, if you were to commit. an error in 
couTcrtation, your brother Richard, who is four 
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TnnQ}iI,.iMaUiiiu*d)riNrtiyra ri|^ Ol M 
tbem lilUe worda I tiwB^iaiid qaiic mougb helMn 
hul, wbcB: tfaevfrin f«Aawuid lo fc amtnedtt 
mxiliarus to firincipai verts, and, ttpttMtf vhUt 
ibfl MMncMinlwigremniaf gmt conseqnttice 



^ aod, tfactefiire, apiatt thMb 
ii will bepn>(Ki> lo^^asid jroa. ' 

a*9.i9i>tei» HtplkiaamHtri ft lOMlMBb 
■JWli koMrn to m, wtieitiw it be ihe fii^uMt, Ob 
>Cl»«r th^ /ifun.thae tm mtta toeWireiB, ibr, 
w« (ball &brdl}i.say' « w« w«rii" irbm vn are 
HpeaUi« of lour iO'uig inrifd iatt ye». Bai, 

ai itagviB,} that DocMr Blaii' could nti^e a t^ 
l«uiD«ltas«rabi^ JA< time .0/ am aelion. Docaw 
^airjnaiauicvf, << irAorf boeii bencr ottitierf." 
'M«^ing*.tlia* k^ " -mouUi han been hmer lo oiaBt 
"it,"' Tbis »« stwcF vulgarism, liJce, "lAarfss 
*Mi|f be kilted as emjlaved." WhWi. ought. »b*, 
"IwMiUaalia^" Bat, the moitcOKiinoH error Ij, 
tbe uiia^ of the verb (• kan main tb« panive paic 
tictole, when tbe ^i»t Rme, simidy, of the v«h 
011^49 be used. " Xfr. Speaker, I expected, fmta 
" tie fonuer languan, and poaieive promijes of the 
" Nohlc Lord Ud ^ Higkc Hooorable riio-Ctoii- 
" cellar of the Exofaequer, loAow jfentheBink pay- 
." ii«_tn ^Id and iil*«r.". This is Houje-otCom- 
.nuMu'laaguage. Avoid iia» you woold avoid ali tile 
.reat.of their comipiioni. I expected /• ««, to be 
' i»itr<, and not to havesten, because ibe Aow acni cat- 
, nes j^ au tj seeing bad Arywrf ihe ptrhd, within 
wnioi il is Mipposed to havt been txpedtd le /ate 
pla»e^ . " I tweeted, to hiive pUu^ed my hod iMt 
" ^<wrfa>." ThM is (0 say, '■ 1 last Mvudayytn 
" m tie act of eapecting to have ploughed uiy land 
" b^ort thai dai/." Bui, this is not wha\ the wrf- 
m means He means to say, that, last Monday, 
or before that days l>e was ia ibe act of expecting 
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^phugk hii land on thai day. '■ InllMtiil him 
anil' wiskid tt hgfe miiluiUd m^ ma'DiDcnpt to 
bun." Fivt hundred of such errors are lo b« loaild 
m DMtor GoldsOHth's Tforbs. " I wiiihed, Iheh 
tad Ihert, to subnut tAy tnaiitncript iff him." t 
trUhed to <U romcilivif; there, and did not iHtd 
wiib thu 1 had done sotnething beFare. 

360. When joa use tlie active poflicipte, take 
carailiMitie liimi be 'attended to, and that you da 
tMt, bf 8)is-appth?atioir, taakt coiifuiioh and non^ 
MnK< '^I bad nei the pleasaTt ol hearing hii sea-. 
" timimt, wttml vrrote ifiat Micf." It should be 
of ha4»g htarii because ttte fuarmg nmat be sup-r 
potod lo- hive beeir wanted previous to ifie act of 
vniling. Th'iavard wanted, and thf: vrord tvaitflngi 
m frvfitMly- misused.' ■' AU that was wauling 
'* wa» hoMMyi" II should be wanted: "The 
H BmI Is WC^ed iU. the balance and foaad' want- 
" iiji" aOdnai watittdi Fbund to bt.wanling, otilt 
W«*t .- id want «f aKmey to |»* '■* nnim. 

361. I will not fatigue ya 
Maitipl«r*(a()B;tD tbe tine 
mil what yon metn ; what 
MMWw-well into tie' tftie m 
Md you w4)|i never make a c 
•' /Mm^A/' I» kaveiieard tl 
** lotatA'mg like proof." I< 
aner fait inle ibe imofsnch s 
mMiiibiiikt^ hearing iomet 
of l» hear, not t» hoft heard, 
ing la hear, and not, like ih 
kaye heard. ** Isheidd hart 

" forrmd vi tine va/aaai tX xbt jncneqoer Bins." 
A phraseologf like this can be becoming oa\y in 
(hose H«ases, where it was proposed tn KliCTe the 
distrcsMi oF (he nation by setting the labouren lO 
4fg holes- oQC day and fill them tip the next. 

iVt. li is eironcoQs to confound ibe fast liMt 
witb the ptusirt partic^lt at the verb. But, now* 
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before |<?pfa^ pf this- vary, cunmracrron fct ui ue 

aliUlcQiore aliofittbe^rfiVi^/M. ¥ou have seen, . 

ii^ tttUf y UI, what the participles are : jou have 

aim, thai wpriing ia the active pa trticiple, and wirk- 

fd the passive participle. We. shall speaji fully of 

the active by-and-bjr. The passive {nrtidple aAd 

, ^ ' nate 

X verb . 

rbin 



verb 
rb.il. 



onba 
Mldtt 



bena 
ibled, 
wodw 
eof a 

MTUpt 

on of 
nit u 
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mjrdwmrittdayi but themilk aiiclw>ter,-wlllclil 
d^ui, wert dmnt by me. In tbe ntu oF Irreguttr 
v*bs, in Lwier VIU, the di&rences between the 
.put tiiMCi nd thi passive piniciples are all clear* 
if sbown. You often bear people skj, and sec ibcm 
write,' <'. We /utn spoit ; it was spott in mj bear- 
** iaga &it,weAaMauiM,- itwiudtd," arejiutas 
'Correct, 

264. Dene it the passive participle of lo-dif, and 
it a very often misused. This done is frequently 
a very great ofleiKler against Grammar. . To do ia 
■tbK ad of doMe. Weoftensee people write: "I 
-" di'ifiwtspeaE, ycstefday, s« well as 1 wished'to 
" have dene." Na^, what ismeant by (he vtrirer? 
He means to say, that \it did not speak so -ivtH as 
. be then wisAed, or'Was wishiog, to aptak, The^- 
Are, ihe senience «h«uld be: " I did not speak W- 
*' terday so well as I wished to do." That A'to 
.say, "so wellasl wished lodo h-,"'ibat is to saj;, 
lodo, or toprrfor[n,'M«4t(;f 0/j^edi(n£. 

36£. Take grew care iwt (o he too free in your 
use of the verb io do^ ia any of Itt limes or modes. 
It b a nice little handy word, and, like our op- 
prcued il, n Is made use of very often, when the 
. wilier is at i Usa for what to pat down, to dd'a 
la>attt and, therefore, it-nevn- can, In any of its 
. partSj sup[yiy (he place of a muter terb. Ytit, (o 
.mploy it for this pitfpose is very torn mooi Dr. 
. Blair, in bis 23rd Lecture si^s : *' It is somewhat 
. " uaforlunaie, tbat' this Numbcrof tbe. Spectator 
*' did not end, as ic mi|bt very- well have iOTir, 
" with ibc former beautifel period,'" Tfa^t is to 
<ay, "dooetJ." And, iben, we ask : done vrhat? 
.VtAih/tacloJ trMngi bcoose, iit this case, there 
.'nmottetiannM, The vorb jtainsle come lo <m 
.tnd\ loeeast; »ot l« go any ftirlher.- Tbis-same 
verb, L> tad, is, sometime», anactive verb:' "li^mf 
" my sentence;" and (heutba verb lo'dff' may sup- 
ply it* place: ,», ** I bavo not coded ny leeMnct 
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eatjr. But d^fltfivi^Mitis tht passivepvticipiaof 
the activt Terlj ; tv^ d«, can nevu be.uKd m> an 
auxiliary, TbcwiUit.«CniiUi>g.llusdiatiactioahu 
led to the very comnMn citm', of wUck I ipob iu 
the bst pangi!apti|^ad aguoUwhidi I tiartrj 
deairout to guard y.ou. 
S67. I«i«Mivci|i.«hidi«icii«a(iW|.w(nf«f- 
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rtgativt, do- tnd HA cxpncis liMe ; bi,' '* ^-sti M 
" Dut tlttp ! did you not fiei r" But they do not 
Iwn n^>/y fAe ^/ao( of other 'verW: hheyfnenlf 
help; Bncl'dieir anisiince ii useM oilff U to'the 
cimimstaiiDC ofniioef iormtmiy aiy; "yoii if«e^ 
".Hot; Jeli jou^xtotV.' And if, in >l»«iiier to tMf 
^uBstioo, I avf, 'f I liid,'' the Word /!«f is under- 
stood.: "I did/eti," 

ass. Well, iben, I think, that, M fW as relHCt 
t» the uaivc .veH), the pasiive tciI), and the 
paaihre'|Mriidple, eiuiugh has now ttecn mid, Vou 
nave 'seen,' ' too, smiethlt^ of iIm (MBerenec be^ 
tirben the fuamioDS of the active vfiri) and tboMoF 
the ntaUr; but, there are a few remarks to be 
made wkh reganl to the latter. A neuter verb V 
cannoc have a ooun or pronoun in the objective 
cue after it; for thougii we H7, *' 1 drtam a 
dream," it 19 underMood that mj mimi has been 
' ngaged in a. dream. " I live a good ti/e," means 
that I aqn living in a good manner. " I wali my 
'horse-abotlt,''' means,' ibat I liad, or conduct mf 
liorse in the pace calkd a wali. Nor, can a nen- V 
ter verb beaome pasme; beaausc a passive verb 
u 00 otberihan a verb describing an action rtcti*' 
td, or ttdtuod. " The. Noble Earl, on reluming 
"to town, bund that, the Noble Geuntees ivas 
" dtpid ivhh'his Grace." Tread this very md- 
tmce in an EngKsh newspaper not long ago. h 
■kould bt had ttopei; for, was thped^ means that 
atnui^hid Eluped Ae CoHnUss: it means, that 
she-had riaivtd, or tndured, from some actor, Ike 
att t/ eiopiag, whepeas, she ii the actress, and the 
act it confined to ktrielf. l^e verb is called netl- 
ler became the action does not pass over 10 any 
thing. There are verbs wliich are inattivt : sum 
at to ait, to ^ep, to txisl. These are also oeutir 
Ysrbs, ofcoufM. But, inactivity is not aeecssary 
to the making' of a Torb ttcuter. It is sufficient, 
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(or (fail purpose, that the action do not pass (rom ' 
the ictor to any object, 

, 36S. In'lhp.iOsiance jusl mealiooed the error is 
fljipant; ■*' Mw eloped" is what few peiioni 
rroald, put dovtn in writtog :< yet, any body might 
do ii^ Mpanlhe mthe^Ui/: of DocUrJohhtpn :for^ 
beuys, iobisQieiioaary, that to elopeh an ac'-- 
tivt verb, though, be says that' it is synooyiDoas, 
y;ith^ run ofWjf, whidi in the samt Dictionary, 
he. says is ^ neater verb. However, let those who 

- pre/er Doctor Johnson's authority to-tbe dictates of. 
tCf^oii and fiotaama sense, say, that: " his^^race- 
-*},elop*d\ ihe.Caunltis s and, that, aocoidingly the 
"iCounKss K^*hpt/t'" ' ' 

,' 270. The danger of error, in cases of (hi* kind, 

' arises from ihe. circumstance of iheie bring tDany 
vei'bs, whjch are aciive in one sense and neuter ia 
another. The verb to endure, for instance, when 
it means to support, to sustain, is active : as, '* I 
'^ fndurr:\p<un.',' But, when it means. (o /<id, to' 
cpnlinue, it ia neuter: as, ". The earth tndurti- 
}' fron} age to age." In the &rst sense we can 
say, thepainis endured; but, ifi the last, we can-' 
not say, ttje earth is.endurid from age to age. We 
say, ii^ieed, / am fallta ; (lie colt is grown, the - 
irtes.are rcllent thestooe is crumbled, the post tV 
nuulderedt>hc.piicilfr isirackid; though to grow, 
pi rot, to crutnble, to moulder, to cratk, are, all of. 
th^D, ntulet^.verds. But it is clearly understood' 
^^, that wejmean, thai, the ad t is in a grown, i» 
■angiiuttUd stale ; thai the trees we ih a rMta stale; 
and so on: and, it is equally clear, that w« coudd- 
not Jnean, that the Countess was in an eloptd slat*. 
<'TheNoble£ari found thattliecoumessifiujoiie.'* 
.This is correct, (hough 'o £o be a ncuier verb.- 
Su(, .go»t, in this sense, is not the participle of 
the vecb Ivgo : it is merely an adjecHre, nieanit^ 
.absent' V we put any word after it, whicii gjvel 
it a verbal signification, it becomes erroneous. 
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" HefouBd.thit the Counteas wai gone out of Ike 
" houses" Thalia to jay', viit'absint out of the' 
house; and this is noasCDse. |t trniit, in (bis case, 



. STL Much more Bn^ be said upon tlris part of 
kiTfubfect; tantiy-nicefies might Ik stated an^ 
discueMdf'bui, t have saM 'tjcrile epoii;^ on ir to 
answer evcty uwTuT purpose. Here, as 'everywhere 
•be, lake time Im MiMt. Tln«-ES a reason toic 
Ac right tue of every worit Have jtodt meaning 
dear in your-mind ; 4:nbw l}K'meMing df )11 the 
words .yam ttBfioyi'ait^ thetli' you will seMom 
ioaunit efron. > "''■'''. \ ,,' '■' J 

. 2r«, ThererniMtHitebieiioficeifilie'useor ths 
active parlleipUi and then wte'ghali fnye t few, 
and onlya few, words to say upon the, kuhject' of 
the Jfo^» of verbs. As to the active participle^ 
paragraph 97, in Letter VIll^ wilt have told you 
nearly all that isAectSsary. We know well, that 
Iamworiittg,'mtwiHh?tttii*ork, and sbtm. There 
.is great nicety in distinguishing the clrcumstaoccs 
whiuli cat^ for the use ciT the one from those whicb 
call for thense of the other; bitl, like many other 
things, though very difficult toexjHain bywords, 
these circumstances are perfectly well understood, 
and scrupulously aUebded lo, by even the most 
illiterate' persons. The active participle is, yon 
know, someiimies a rioui in -Its lunctions:' as,' 
•' worling is gi»d far our'healA.'^- Hereit'is the 
aoiHMOtw* case to the Wrb is. 'SoffieiimCs it is atj 
at^ciive, ill, " the ivcr^'r^ people." As a noun 
it may be in either of the three cases : as, " Work- 
"ifljbgood; the advantage o/" wor^inj ,- JtH'i 
'< working." It may be in the singular, or in 
the (dunJ: " The working of the mhin : the 
'.' workings ai com^Kfon^" Of course it requirej^ 
artitUs and fri^ositioHS as uouos require them'.^ 
Mordneednotbeaid ijxtw it; sAd,' indeed, my 
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cbief pnqme iu iDenii9Dinftfl)e.aqtjv0 .pHiidpk in 
' lhi»pIace,H to.Kpuod ywj (iHt; jt may t>e*«(v 
minaCivtaue in a sentence. 

573. The JUodfs have bptn pip|»Hied Al Uua 
Vm. paragraphs 02, 83,94, 95, and.Ofi. Head 
iho« pa^grapha !?g,ia. ,TI» mfifiUyt meiU fas, 
ip almost all rfSppc^s.ihe ptupPK.Qf a nauk. " ra 
"ttiPr^ ia gopd.ter ,ow h«tJth.'' .Jltre it JajibB 
iioii>ina(ivt of the seoupce, "To eat, to drink, 
" and to ^eep ore necesaary." Jt cannot braima 
a plural.; b«Li[oiaybe,MKlfrequ«itl(rj*,i(nJia«fci 
W"f"«e i as, 'V/jf««< to eat," The io is, n 
sontf iewi C»M», <»)iiticd^M>ir|itD ibe infiqiu've.n 
the objective case ; " as, / dart wriU." <Bai, I 
i*M proper. 

But, care 

r 70U there' 

epetition. bj 

to enfeebltf 

to obscurity. 

■ore OD ibc 

Leito^ VIll, 

n the three ' 

ID) ben, and 

Itched very 

oAf iadeu, 

p IitdUalivt 

lo do bubtfl 

r verbs wi- 

brms.iothe 

lode is that 

.ipliedwhen 

n« qre^^ s|>eakui{ of an -anion wilbout any otber 

action bctvg at alt conneMed with It so as to mate 

Jhe one a.ivntUifn or totutqutrntt qI the «h«r. 

** *Ie,writ* every. dpy; he rid(i«iti"and,soon. 

But, theft. iD^y be. a sondhioa or a coDsei)unaae 

«P«n')*9*.9n,:lh#»:¥Iorisip» Ud udini;;. Mid, ■ h 



i.G.ooglc 



XIX> AS UELATINO TO VERBS. 14S 

iliai cwe> ibex verfai nauH be ia tb« iaA>janaive 
mode; because the act km they express impends 
oa Mmcthing tubjtinei. " If he work every day, 
** Ae jAc// fri paid every day; if he ridt out, he 
*' vriU not be at home by supper- time.'* Jbe s is 
dropped' at the end of the verbs hen ; Ind the 
true cause u this, that there is ^ ifgn' understood. 
I^fiUed up, tke KOtcDce would stand thus: " if he 
*' should work; HYm should 'ride out." So that, 
after ill^ the verb has, in reality, nn change o/ler- 
minalion to deitole what is called mode. And all 
the hat, which Grannnarians have made about the 
potealiai taoda and other fanciful disiiDdtipns of 
tbe kind, only iirve to puzzle and perplex the ' 

376. Verbs io' general, and, indeed, alt'the 
▼¥i^s,exccpt the verb lo be, have always ibe satw 
/orKt ia the present iiMeof ike indiealive and in that 
of Ike suti'imelive, in aU the persuni, save the se- 
cond .3ad third person singular. Thus wfc say, in 
ihe.pfesaU of the iodicaiive, Twork, ve wort, ^ou 
W^i, iht]/ vorii and, in the subjunctive ih'e same. 
' But, we say, in the fonuer, Ihou workeit, kewpris; 
wtutci IB the subjunctive we sqy, ihouivqri, lu 
works that is to say^ thou mai/esl work, or might- 
esii oTishouldesti^and soon) work; and \\s mtg 
work, or might, or should ; as the sense may re- 
quite. Thereibre, as to all verbs, except the verb' 
to fie, it is Btili/ in these two persons that any thing 
can happen to render any distinction of ni ode ne- 
cessary. But, the verb lo bt, has more of variation 
thantiajiothcc verb. All other perts havetliesame 
form in ibeir indicative present litne as in their ia- ' 
firtilire mode, viixli the triSing exception of the if 
and s added a> the second and (bird person singu* 
lar : as, to hoft, to wrile, to wori^ to run : I have, 
I write, I woriy I ran. But, the verb to he, be- - 
comes in its present time of the indicative ; I am, 
thm art, ht is, yie are, yoa are, theynre; which 



d.t Google 



140 SYNTAX, Leuer 

ire great dungw. Tbereiore, ai the ^ubjuoctiTC 
in all its peraoiu, t^e* the iuEnitive of the verb 
without any change at all, the verb to be cihihits 
ihe use of this mooc most clearly ; for, instead of' 
lam, ihouurf, beu, wcarr, the aubjuDctive re- ' 
quires, I bt, thou be, he be, viebt: that i^ to say, ' 
I may be, or mtghi be; aiid so oa. Look now at ' 
the eanjugalion of the verb la be, iu Letter VIII, 
paragraph 1 17 ; and then come back (o tne. 

276. Yousee, then, thai this iaiponantv«rb, the* 
vetb lo be, has a form, in some of iis persons, ap- 
|fropria(ed to the suhjunclive mo4e. This is a mat- ' 
ler of coiuequence. Distinctions, without differ- 
ences ID the things distioguisbcd, are fanciful, and, 
at best, useless. Here is a real cliRereuce;. a 
practical difference 1 a difference in the Form of the ' 
word. Here is a past lime of the subjuictivej a ' 
past lime distinguisLed, in some of its persons, by 
a diBerent manner of spelling, or writing, the word.' 
\ilbe; ilXivtrtt if he wire; and not if Iw<u, ifbe ■ 
was. In the saw of other verbs, the past of the In- . 
dicative is the same as the past of. the subjunctive; 
that is to say, ttie verb is written m the same let- 
ters ; but, in the case of the verb to be, it is olher- ' 
wise. If I worked, if I smote, if [ futd. Here the 
verbs arc the same as in, I worked, 1 smoti, 1 had; 
but, iu the case of tbe verb to be, we must say, in 
the past of the indicative, I was, and in ihu of 
the subjunctive, if I were. 

377. The question, then, isUiis: What are Ifu 
cases, in which we ought to use the subjuociive 
form? Bishop Low th, and on his authority, Mr. 
Lindley Murray, have said, that sonu conjunctions 
have a government of verbs; that is to say, mate 
Ikem or force them lo be in lAe subjuiulive modt. 
And then these genltemen mention particularly the 
conjunctions, tj, though, unless, and seme others. 
But (and these gentlemeii allow it} the verbs which 
follow these conjunctions are not atwaj/s in the sub- 
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junclive mode; and,' thc-usiiif^or t^mocle must.- 
depend, R0/ upon Ike conjunclipif^ bu^ tqMa ike 
sense of the whole sentence. How, then, caa tl^e - 
coojaaclirms goyern the verb?, it 14 the senie, thfi.. 
meaDincDr the whole sentence, which niust govern.::* 
and of this you will prescQtly see cleir proof. "^^ 
" it be dark, do not come home, .^eating ijpeces- 
"sary to man, he ought not to be a glullon." In th? „ 
first or these sentraces, the maltv expressed by (be 
verb may be or nuu/ not. bt. There exists aa wt-.i 
ctrtainly on the subject. And,.irthe-seaiencevi[«|« . 
filled up, it would stand thiis : *■ If it should l/e '. 
^' dark, do not come home." Butjinthcsecond.seii- ' 
tence, there esists no such uncertainly, Wetnow,,. 
and all llie world knows, that eating ii nectsiaiy, to :• 
num. We could not fill, up the sentence with.' 
should. And, thererore, wemakeuse of t's. Thus, 
tlieiii the conjuiKlion if, which, you see, is' em- 
ployed in both cases, has nothing ai all (i> do wi;)i. 
the government of the verb. It is the senK.whiclii. 
governs. 

278^ There is a great necessity fur care' as to this, 
matter; tt^, the iiieauing;,of what we write i* very ' 
much aSected, when we make use of ijie modes ia- 
di stance. '• TAos^A ' 

" nfo it gives herno 

" iW be criminal, i/. 

" I'l'empIoying^^C ■ 
II ihe sentence, Wc 

le ;A/,orB(j/,£brher 
Id it, in the second,., 

w ( of herchastity... 

y \, therefore, not-,, 

w id an (/, boththe , 

VI c. *' Though her 

" , it gives her no 

*' 'ould be criminal, 

" ip with the signs. 

" jht; if ibi should 
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" MtiecbisK:" and, theit.you »ee, aitHKCf what 
ayHrfWrrec'therc is iiilhcrtieanfnj;- ' '.' '' 

'if9.-"thi siibJun^lIvdliiieceMaiilj' afwajs used 
v*eM a'si^ifiltjr-iAi_: :a9, " Taie caie, ihSt 'Xe 
•''eohWtoinorrtiW, flwt^i^Je ready to receivebimi 
•'>hal Af ** Wtlii'ecdlved, 'iHd tliat all tilings 4<'duly 
•' prep«edf6r'his entenaiinftient." PiK'up'vthh'^he 
signs, artfl-ydu wiUsee the r«iin?A Tor tjhat'you 
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it is, by litis lime, bard- 
mderstand. 

A have given lists of aJ- 
conjuuctious. For what 
; that thty have not at- 
e words of other patis of 
' be d0clive, and, there- 

To hud out the (aeaoing 
ofuuy is the place. The 
' show the connection be- 

nner of o»hg words pro- 

\---j. this dwelling upon these 

parts of speech appears to me to have been a no- 
tion,' that thej would seem to be ~ ' ' 
' a certain number of pages of the 1: 
to each., To he sure each of tl 
' speech, as completely as the littl 
' oT the body ; butj few' persons wil 
«:ause we descant very frequent] 
length, upon the qualities of the bead and heart, we 
ought to do the same with regard (o the qualities olf 
the little finger. 

385. I omitted in the-Lctler on verba, to notice 
the use of the word Iking;, and I. am not sorry 
that I did, because, hy my noticing it in this con- 
cluding paragraph, the jatatier may make a deeper . 
impression on your mind. Thing is, of course, a 
noun. A pin is a thing, and every animal, or crea- 
ture, animate oi' inanimate, is a iking. We apply 
it to the representing of every creature in the uni- 
verse, excej i 
i crmlurt 
livmg, like 

■ "Hie use of i i 

plainly recro 
■ti'abeasriy I 

■irrational, a i 

. is merely an i 

thing; for, ; 
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-ragrapli 373, a verb in the inBniiive mode, has, in 
almost ill respects, the fanctions and powers of a 
neun, " It was a most atrocious Ik'uig to uphold 
'* the Bank of England in refiisiDg to ^ve gold for 
" its premisaorv notes, and to compel the nalioa 
" to submit to the wrong that it sustained -Trom that 
** refusal." The meaning is, that the whole of 
ihese measures, or transactions, constituted a isost 
atrocious deed oi thing. 



LETTER XXI. 

SrcCtHEHS 01 FALSE RBAUWAB, TAKEN IBOU THE 
- WSITIHCS OF DOCTOB JOHNSOtT AND FBOM TBOSI 
OF DOCTOR WATTS. 

Mv DEAR jAUEtf 

THE chief object of this Letter is to prove to you 
the oecessitf of using great care and caution in the 
construction of your sentences. When you see 
writers likeDoUor Johnson and Doctor Watts com- 
mitting grammatical errors, and, in some instances, 
making their words amount to nonsense, or, at least, 
making their meaning doubtful ; when you see this 
in the author of a g^mmar and of a dictionary of 
the English Laneuage, and in the author of a work 
OD the subject orLo^c ; and when you are infinmed 
that these were two of the most learned men that 
England ever produced, you cannot fail to be con- 
vinced, that constant care and caution are necessary 
to prevent you from committiug not only sigiibir, 
but much greater, errors. 

Another object, in the producing of these speci- 
mens, is to convince you, that a knowledge of the' 
Latin and Creek Languages does not prevent men 
from writing bad. English. Tbote Luifuagei are. 
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by impostors and ibtit dnpcf) K»Ued " theiltvMed 
" languages i" aod those who have fi»d for Jiaving 
studied tliem an said to bave received " a Hbei-^ 
'^educaliou." These appellaiiom are fahe, aud, 
ttfcuurse, [b«y lead to false coDclusions. Learning, 
as a noun, attins inowled^, and Uarrud moaB* 
knowing, or, poas*ssed i/f iaowltdge. Leuaii^ h, 
tlien, to be acquiied by canuption ; and, it is skmu 
ia judgmeni, in reasoning, and ia tbe vatious isodls 
of employing it. What, then, can Uarning bavC 
id do with any.pankular tongue? Good grammar, 
for instance, written ia Welsh, or in tbe language 
at the Cbipewan SaVage&, is more learnid tbao 
bad grammar wrilien in Creel:. The teaming ii 
in the mind and not oa iht I engue ; leaniing^nD- 
sisis 6t ideas, aod not of the noise Hm a made by 
the liioutfa. If, for instance, Um Reports, drawo 
up by the Mouse of Commons, and which are com- 
positions discovering,', in every sentaactt^ ignoraDn 
tbe most profound, were written in LatiD, should 
weiheocBll tbem learned* StioiMwesay, that 
the nerechangs of the Words ft^m ont tongue into 
another, nads that teamed whicfa was befere' un^ 
' lemodf As well may we say^ that a falsdnnd 
written in Engliah would ban been truth if writieti 
in Latin; and as well may w« say, that a certain 
hand-writiag is a learned botid-writing, or that 
certain sorts of ink and paper, are Itamtd \iA and 
papeTj ai dut a language, or longm, ii a learned 
UiquagB, or tongue. 

The cause of the use of this false appellation, 
*' leanud languages," is this, that those who teach 
tbem in England have, in conseqnence of theit 
teathing, vtrg largi estates in house and land, wbitii 
are public property, biit which are, by abuse, 
Mised on by, )nd used for the sole benefit of, those 
tcacbera, who are the relation! or dependents of the 
aU^dervnring Atisioeracy. In order to give a ca> 
lour of reasaoablenew to this act oF plunder, the 
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t^OD, ihat ibc Latin vtfi Ore^k .aitfmftfi " UwKned 
** IiUijusees" ihui othe^i, ihcimpoBturqa^dilKir 
^upw. wm w, ihat (hie, is Qft w^iat tjj)(y nvg#>- 
They, (neap, the}' BB)ry mt.fhat ihpae hoKMagea am* 
^Ihtinxiviit.fatn learned than 9lbei}S|: bi^t tba^ 
to pqtiQM akiiQwlcdge-«f thciii U it proof, that the 
P9fM49oc is a- hanudman. Ta be sure, ituy do . 
not offer us any argument in support of. ihi» asw- 
tion ; while it would be easy to show, that the 
assertion must, in every case, be false. But, Ic 
'it suffice, for this time, that we show, that the 
pouessioo of the knowledge of those languages, 
c3 
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does nol prevent men from commitiing numerous 
grammatical errors when they write in their native 
(anguage, 

1 have, for this purpose, fixed Upon ihe writmgr 
of Doctor Johnson and of Doctor Walts ; because^ 
besides its being well known, that they were deeply 
skilled in Latin and Greek, it would be difficult to 



Work was printed in iolumej. 

The Ramilib is in filhmlitrs ; therefore, at the 
end of each extract from it, 1 shall put the letter R. 
Birtd the Mimber. Tbe Louie ik divided into ibrfs 
md CHapUrs. At the end of each eictrdci from it, 
J shall put L. ; and then add the fiirl and Chapter. 
I shall range the exlraets under the names of the 
F»rtB of Speccli, to which the cnrooeous words re- 
siNGti'vely belong. 
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ARTICLES. 

*' I lavlied her to spend a iij in yiewing a seat 
**, and gardens." — R. No. 34, 

" ForallourspeculativeacquainUncewith thipga. 
<* ihoiild be made subservient to our better conduct, 
"in Ihe civil and religious life." — L. Introduction. 

The indefinite Article, a, cannot, you kiy>w, be 
put before a ^^raf noun* Wecannot sayogoriiMu; 
out, this is, in f^cl, said in the above extract. It 
should have been " a seal and Us gardens." " Ci- 
" vil and rtligious life" are general and indefinite 
in the second extract. Ilie article, therelore, was 
unnecessary, and is improperly used. Look ba^ 
at the use of Articles, Letter IV^ 

NOUNS. 

" Aoiong the innumerable historical autkorSf 
" ivho fill every nation vrilh accounts of their an- 
" eeflors, or undertake lo transmit to luturiiy the 
•* events of their own lime, the greater part, when 
" rashion and novelty have ceased lo recommend 
*'-^teiit^in aino other use than chronotogicai me-_ 
" Bforialf, which necessity may someiirnes require 
" lo be consulted." — R. No. I«2. 

■ This is all confusion. Wiose ancestors? The 
nalion'i ancestors are meant ; but, the aulhar'i are 
expressed. The two Iktirt and the tkem clearly 
apply to (he jaow noun. How easily all this con- 
fusion would have been avnided by considering the 
nation as a singular, and saying iVj ancestors! In 
the latier part of the sentetite, the authors are called. 
chronological memorials^ and (hough we may, in 
some cases, use the word author for author's -work; 
y«t,-ina case like this, where we are speaking of the 
authors as aclorsi we cannot lake such a libicrly. 

" Each of these classes of the human race has de- 
** slies, fears, and convenaiion, peculiar to ilitt/; 
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*' caret which taiothtr cMaae feel, aad pleasuiu 
• ' which he cancot partake." — R, No. ioO. 

7^ noun oF riialtttude. claiatis, being precedbtJ bjr 
tach, hu the pronoun, itself, properly put after It ; 
buf the'A« aoci not correspona with theSe. Jt 
should have been it: With regard to these two 
atmchj see paragraph 181, 

'^ His greni dmbiilon was to shoo! flying, and 
'* he, therefdre, 3pcnt Vthole days in the wooda» 
'* pursuing gome, which, berore he wds nearcnouga 
** to see them, his approach Frighted away." — R* 
N». 66. 

Came is not a noun of multitude^ \^t MoS, or 
ibuu of Commons. There are diSercrit games, or 
pastimes; but, this word, as applied (o-ihe describ- 
ing of jfi/doninui/j, has no plural; and, therefore, 
cannot have a plural pronoun to stand for it. 

" The obvious duties of piety towards God and 
' " lo»e - ' , with the governments of all 

'-' our i d fissions.' —L. Pan'l. 

Thij ;learly wrong, i thai I need not 

show » g. 

"A on they will belter judge fybftj 

•* to cl 'art 4. 

Mean, as a noun, is never used in (be singular. 
It, lilce some other words, has broken loose from all 
principle and rultK, By universal acquiescence, it 
is become always a plural, whether used with sin- 
gular or plural pronouns and articles, ar not. Doc- 
tor Watts, in other instances, says, this means. 

" Having delayed to buy a coach myself, till I 
" should have the lady's opinion, for whou use it 
" was iniended." — H, No. 34. 

We know that v/iose relates to lady, according 
tu the Doctor's meaning; but, grammatically, it 
does not. It relates to opiaion. It should havp 
been " the opinion of the taib/f for vvhose use." 
See Syntax of Nouns^I^MtCi Xyi, paE^ynpbs 170- 
and 171. 
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'^Kad iMfapinian of mf aasaittn hten uaatii'- 
" roous, it migbt have oversei my resolutioa ; hat, 
" since I find Ifunt at variance with each other, I 
"can, without Bcruph;, neglect Ifum, and fotlbi^ 
" my own imagiaation." — R. Ha. 23. 

Yon ECS, the Doctor has, in the last memt>er«f 
the sedrence, thtunsurtrs in Ifis e^*, and he'fbr- 
gets Wis nominative, opinion. It is the opinioii 
that was liol unanimous, and'not the censurers wba 
Trere not unanimous; for, tl^ey trere unanimous iii 
censuring. 

" itheff that frequent tfae chambers of the sick, 
*< will j^neralljr hntf the sharpest pains, and most 
" suibborn maladies, among them whim confidenoe 
" in the force of nature fwiiWrly betray«d fo negli- 
'* gence or irreKularity ; arid that superfluhy oE 
*' strength, whim was at once fAeir boast and their 
^ " mtirt. Has oftth, in the end, no other eflect, ihajf 
" that it continues Mem lotig in inipolcnce and an- 
" guish."— R. No. ^3. 

the^keif and the fim' them ought to be tkost ; 
the /o ought to be ifflK. The two Ihtiis mA the 
last them are not absolutely faulty, but they do Hot 
clearly enough relate to ttieii- anlecedenl. 

" Metissa bvouyiiwilh her an old maid, re- 
" commended by her mother; who taught ktr all 
" the arts of dcinieslick management, and was, on 
" every , occasion, her chief agent and. directress. 
** Tkey soon invented oti'e reason or other to quarrel 
'• with all my servants', and eithlr prevaiUd on tbt 
" to turn theirt away, or treated therri so lit; ihac 
" Ikey left me of themselves, anduMays supplied 
• '^tkeif places with' ionit brought from my wife's 
" family."— Ri No. .^5.' 

Here is perfect confusion and pell-mell t tnHick. 
•f the two, the old m(d ot the m'alher, wai it that 
taught the' arts of domtsiick management? And 
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which of the iwo was taught, Melissa or the old 
maid? " Thty soon invented." Who are tbti/? 
Are [here two, or all the three? And, vAo supplied 
the places of the servaiiis? The meaning of (he 
words clearly ia, that Ihe servants Iktmstlvta sup- 
plied the places. It is very i^rely that Tve meet witb~ 
lo bad a senieike as this. 

'* I shall not ti'Duhle you with a history oF the 
<* stratagems iirsctised upon my judgment, or the; 
*' allurements tried upon iny heart, wluch, if you 
" have, in any pari of yoijr life, been acquainted 
" with rural folilicis, yot» will easily conceive. 
^'> Their arts have no great variety, Ikey thini no- 
•'•ihing worth Iheir care but money." — R. No. 35. 
. " Their arls;", but whose aris?,,Thereisno an- 
tecedent, except '^ rural politicks ;"■ and, thus, all 
this last seniei^ce is perfect nonsense. 

*' But the fear of not being approved as just co-. 
" piers of human mRtniers is^not the most important 
f concern th^it an author of this sort ought to have 
-*' before /ij'm." — R. .No. 4. .^ 

/in aulhcr cannot be said to fear not (e be ap-. 
proved as just copiers. The word author ought to 
nave been in the plural and A/m ought to have be» 
Ikem. 

" The wii, whose vivaciiy condemns slower 
;nce; the jcAo/ai, whose knowledge 
n to think he i '' " " 



fii'o is allowed? The wAc/ar, or the 
ch of the two does he relate to? 
two does the hiot relate to? By a 
ve may come at the Doctor's mean- 
ing; t)ul, It we must stop (o discover the gramma- 
tical meaning of an author's words, how are we ta 
imbibe the science which he woiild teach us? 

" The state of the possessor of humble virtues, 
" to the affecier of great excellences, is that of a 
" small cottage of stoue^ to ih? "palace raised vith 
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" ice by the empress of Russia ; i( was for a timC). 
** splendid and luminous, but ihe first suushine 
" melted tl to nolhing." — R. No. 21. 

iVkich, instead of U, would have made clear that 
which is now dubious ; for il may relate lo cottage - 
aa well as to.palace ; or it may relate to state. 

" The love of rtlirement has, in all ages, ad- 
" hered closely to those minds, -'^•-'- •--ye been, 
". most enlarged " "triowledge, t I by ge- 

« nius. Those enjoyed evt enerally. 

" sujiposed ID CO happiness, h orce^to 

" seek U in the a of privacy >. 7. • . 

To seek wkat le love of n or every 

Uiipf,? The Doctor means kappin . is woras 

■ " Vet there is a certain race of men, that mike it 
♦', iheir duty to hinder the reception of every work 
■* of learnjng or genius, who stand as ceatineis in. 
'* the aveiiues of Kime, and value themselves upon 
".giving ignorance and ' envy the first notice oF a 
"prey.'—R. No. 3, 

Thai, or wtu), may, is we have seen, be the rela- 
tive ofa fioun, which Is the name of a rational be-' 
ing Or beings ; but both cannot be used, as applica- 
ble lo the s^nu noun in thft same sentence. Nor is, 
" a prry" proper. Prey bas no siifgular. It is 
, like Jill, meal, grease, garbage, and many other 
words of that description. 

" For, among all the animals, upon which nature. 
" his impressed dtformily and horror, there was 
" naat whom he durst not encounter rather than a. 
"beetle."— R. No. 128, 

Here are whom and which used as the relatives 
10 die some noun: and, besides, we know, that 
whom can, in no case, be a relative to irrational 
creatures, and, in this case, the author is speaking 
of such creatures only. " Horror" is .not a tiling 
that can be impressed upon another thing so as to, 
be Setn. Horror is a feeling oj the mind; for, 
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The (i mBj* rtfelfe lo power as well as lo r^ojoW* 
Therefort, ii wbnid have been betierfo sii')', "Rea- 
" 80D, as to iVj power and prinCiplej ;" fgr if dear- 
nets is always necessary, how necessary must il be 
in the teachtnff of L<^ic : 

" All 
" cobimoi 

jfntfnu 
rid, and I 
to men in 
should ha' 

.,""«■; 

*' poses tl 
" and inf 
" into a tl 
'* places 
" path."- 
Thc^r, 
is not quit 
posite of J 
opposite .0 
oetn bdlts 
w^^ekist 



Itiis 
faults, 
dear fa i 



*' « not 
No. 8, 

"tYA tniHi is^ hdt called to Me ii>i>J, btit lu do. the 
{ood. ItisOot my biuints^iiftUuitlhis^loeriti- 
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ciiethe "opinions oi Doctor Johmon; but, I cannot 
rtrram from just remarking upon this sentence, that 
it contains the sum total of passive obeditnee and 
nonrtsistance. It condetnns alt disinterested zeal 
and every tbiog worthy of the name of patriot- 
ism. 

'* We are not compelled to toil through half a 
** folio to be convinced, that the author has broke 
•' his promise." — R. No. 1. 

" The Mujes, when they sung before the throne 
*' of Jupiter."— R.-No. 3. 

In (he first of these, \.\i.e passtd limt'u used where 
the passive parlUipU aa^ht to have becBused; and, 
in (hcsecood, ih/t passive participle is used in.plKe 
of the passtd lime. Broken and sang vrere the pro- 
per words, 

.1 m. -r. -Tontha more spent 

n my wealth to a 

, therefore, it was 
th. 

tention, persuade 

qualities that he 

ur will come when 

*' lie should exert them, and then whatever he en- 

misl suffer in reproach."— 

lonfounding of limes. Ib- 
d be ought to I and jnttead 
, mag haft enJK/eti. , The< 
ow can a man sifffir in re- 
fed in praise ? 
Dse]f 10 think riches more 
designed them, and to ex- 
. . . ."— R. No. 120. . 
advenlurt an inseparaMe 
J. 
" I propose^!} atdeayour the enl€rl<uniittnl of my 
** Coimtejriaeo,"— R. No. 1. 
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*' Ht'fXiijthYallendingthemtUfiafVbkhetKrf 
'* paper will produce."— R. No. I. 

In each of these four senteaces, a neuter verbJias 
ihe powers of an aclivt verb given to it. " Dcsign- 
" ed them to be; adventure on; endeavour to en- 
" lertain ; attending lo." To dfiign a Ihing is to 
draw il ; to altend a Ihing is to wait on it. No 
case occurs to me at present, wherein adueiUure and 
tndeavturcxa be active verbs; but, at any rate» 
they ought not to have assumed the active ofBce 
here. , 

" / was not condemned in my youth to solitude^ 
M either by indigence or deformity, nor passed the 
"earlier part id life without the flattery of court- 
" ship."— R. No. 119. 

The verb cannot change from a neuter to an ac- 
tive without a repetition of the nominative. It 
should have been: tior did I pass; or, nor passed f. 

*' Anthea was content to.call a coach, and cros- 
" sed tbe br«A."— R. No. 54. 

It should be *' she crossed tbe brook.'* 
' " He will be welcomed with ardour, wdtu ht 
"(fet/ro^j those recomniiendatMMU by lu» fault*. "■.— 
K.No. 100. 

. " .(riie Mitjb his own judgment not sufficieptly 
." enlighleiwd, be may rectify his apiaiiHi8."-rR« 

" ffht finds, with alt his Industry, and all his 
" artifices, that he cannot deserve regard, or caa- 
" oot obtain ii, be may let the design hll." — 8. 
No. 1. 

. The subjunctive mode wght to, be used inal) 
these three sentences. In the first, tbe meaning iS) 
" unless he should destroy." In the two last j the 
Doctor is speakingofhisownundenalciag; and, he 
means, " tbe author, if he should think, if he 
"fhould iad; may then rectify bis opinions; may 
<* then let fall his design." He therefore, should 
have written, '* if he (Aimi ; if be ^4." 
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( ificiuina'oi false craumas. L'efter 
" follow Wtduguiaeiit wherever iJ kadsjoa,'^ 



PAHTlCIPLESk 

" Or, it I) tht drawil^ a condusitia, WIiicK^w^ 
**b«f(ffe wibtz ilnliiawo, or Au-k."— l.^ Iniro- 
ductioa. ~ ' 

It ttuMlA I 
liir, in (fail < 
noun. , *' Ti 
dtxwly mdtri 
" driwing a 
before,' men 

Earticipls. 
an eiTtr v 
noticed thie « 
yob' bn ywa- 1 

ADVERBS. 

*' jfor tlipugl^ls ^re '^arily o^imiiul^ ^JiCQ !iief 
*' are first chesen.iud (liea vuluutarily eonliautd," 
E. Ho. 8. 



."CooqIc 



SPIOUENS OP TALSS CJIAMMAB. 



Doctor Walts is speakiii); here of writing. In 
such a case an adverb, like how far, expressive of 
longitudinal space, introduces a rhelorical figart ; 
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for the phin meaaing is, that judgment will dictate 



Tlie Adverb, Acre, is wholj]' llnnecessa(^,^^|H] it 
~ does banp. But, what shall we say of the 0/ U 
and the to il? Whit is ibt anlecedrnl ot the il? '■ 
U maiUrs of fact the antecedchi? Then Iktm, and 
not il, shouia have been the pronoun. Is efideace , 
the antecedent ? Then we have circumstances bear- 
ing wilntss to tvidenat ! Is ctrlainii/ the antece- 
dent? Then we have the Iruili of ctriainlg .' 
Mind, my dear James, this sentence is talcen from 
a treatise oii Logic! How necessary is it, then, for 
you to be careful in the use of' this powerful little 
word, it.' 
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XXI. SFCCIMENS or TALSE CRAWUAS. 167 

PREPOSITIONS. 

*' And, as (hi« practice is a commodioui subject , 
" oF nillery lo the gay, and of deckmation lo the 
'*»«rie»«, it hai been ridiculed,,..." — R, No. 
14». ■ ,.■■■' 

Wtlk the jcay; for, fa the gay, meaDs, that (he 
railkry isotUrtMfifio the gay, which Was not the 
wthw's meat ' 

" When I 
" cations 1 A 
Willi. r»gai 
ctDOfA deiitei 
"If I am 
" works, I [ 
"■.vity."— H 
We nay 
vioiks i and 
if we deem i 
what he meit 
shall have tti 
'* mended To 
"to bC' pai 
This was wl 
have marrec 
uutetded a 
wbich Dr. J 
falliog tnlo t 
bars of Pari 
with any of 
many tboma 
ra«e of writ 
'< the state 
" must alio 
" men will 
seaienoe' Itl 
speaks, or t 
, son, or som 
imitators go no further thao (he frame oF.the sen- 
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tences. The]r,'in gencr^ take special care not la 
imitate the Doctor in kaowled^ ai^d reasoning. 

I have now lying on the liiAe hefim dahtty- 
eight errors in the use, oi; omigsioD, of Prepoti- 
tioa9| by Doctor Walts. 1 wiU notice but two of 
ihem ; the Sm is an errtfr of commission, the ■«• 
cond, of omission., 
' « When we would prove the imporUnce of any 
" scriptural doctrine, or duty, the mtiltkuda of 
" texts, wherein it is repealed and intuteaied upon 
*' the reader, seems naturally to iusiruct us, that it 
" is a matter of greater importance than other 
" thiDgs which ace but sliglilly orsingly memloned 
" in the Bible."— ^ Part 3. ! ■ 

Tlie words repeated and inculcaled both apply (o 
upon ; but we cannot repeal a (Hag upoa a reader; ' 
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« ptijn^ natm tfdl," nndd 4d» btwi 1>ttU 
iJMi, < i fc wi W ) DnaUt'Walttn.bux^piBf aMj;)M« 
ItMt of Ibe thing of which he was about •• tfNl4 
a«dfa«n«]pnkinst«paMaiuttaa7aiMU,wiihtfaat 
Aiagi fwe, t* to.UmeacquaiDMd.^tb-ii.iMKbfioi* 
tion was wanted. CltarncH, cverri wkuc it^^ 
able, WW bcK ;dMoi)i(ri|i De^OHUT* - '- 

'■■■ ccngOTrcTioNs. ' ■;/.■■ 

^ **:Js,aomiliat»miiagtMthX'mt, mxuiktiitt 
Viprido, or |>mJwi;f will beaMe tojuggtitj ^naw 
M aikLwotBU nwat, at tut, p«i-'tlwiD<tiirajtog<^ 
** ifair, Ihaveatvcr, lAir<|ftr«;iilMu^t'>M«li'^ 
**' ten- frieodt u liaaiaJi^pinaB,'wIii>eDd«en)iw 
» M cacilff'iii eklfCF mx » ffttnt^trntmagiiopuai* 
i* pictonofdM oUt^."-— H.Kta.MS^ > ' - 
TIm as ii UDiiMCisary ; or the therefore is uoM- 

Mmiy,'. ■_-..■:■-. 1 ■- 

** Bub the Inppr faigtorian has 'M Mhtr libwir 
'^Uumsf-gatheriMg.mktt mditioBpaundowiK be- 
« foieJiiitii^"— H. No, Ua. 

*< SraM' bam tdranoed- without dae MtciAioo i« 
*'tbe CMM^anKa of this notion, thak'ccttaia.vir-' 
4t too favtC' Ibeir coneqXMcicnt fonlti,: and tkert^ 
"forty Ut>itibii cithCT apan is lo'dtpriate from 
« piibabiUljr."— K. N». 4. " 

MBui, ifdMpow«ro(«uwple>is to graatasto 
(* (akt 'po»«al<«itof thcoieaiarf bjrakiudof Tioi 
'■.'■ \vmtt, 'Care'tNi^it to "be ttkea;- /Adlylwhen iht 
*< choice ii ixirestt*ined. tko best txanplei oo\j~ 
" tboidd be odubittd ; and that whith is lAdf to 
"openiu sfr sira»gi]i, should sot be misohicvoia 
>* 0C4inc«TUi»ta its-c^cti."-^Ih'N«..4. 
. liiUcwldhHwbaen, inibefintoftboseextrMtt, 
(I thaafAolof gatbcrii%;" iothbwcaad, "mAlkitl 
■ M.tbtr«fo(c:''intb^thinl,"»li«k«fA&«wWchis 
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" likely." If the Doctor -wuii^:|i> .nrnd fuui^ 

Iwc [Ao/s close Ipgnber. be sbould hare cticMD ani 
otbcr form, for hia lenience. Tbe IhafwMieh ii a 
nIaliiVt xad tbe conjubotioa thai wu requind to fi 

" it H, tberefore an um6i1 tbiagi wkea we hare 
<' a fimdamental truth, we use the synthetidb mc' 
" tbod to expUta it." — L. P.4. , . :i- : 

It abould have ban, that we us6. .. ^i 

WRONG. PLACING. OF WORDS. 

. Of Ul tbe firall»lb be found ia writing ihil-is 
caeorllie.iDotticoiniiion, andrpnfaags, it^^^M 
the EKoti^t. number of iniscoDomtiona. Mi thtf 
WMv^Blf be th^ pivper wi^a to neuwdiipMi'the 
«cdai«i;.md jefy by a miiplatiMf of.a pan. of 
tbemi tkfmtama%m»fhcnbollf<uttrQytdi and* 
even made tn ^be. the Eoatracjr of what it aught 
to be. -MT - ! ,o r 

*' I aiked the question with no other intcnink 
" than to Wt the gentleman free from tbb necesntf 
** of.silebcet^jand givehun.anvpporttmitj'of mJa^ 
*< ling on equal terms wiih'a.polite autmbly^ Imm 
'* which, hov^er jotauf, he cotUd not thf^escape, 
" ijf a iiBdMr»dMtlie» of .the <mlj lulijeGl on 
*'. which i believed. hoB to be able .to speak with 
" [wopriety.''— R. No. 12«. . 

This is a verf bad senteoee altogether. " /i*iv^ 
f^tivrmuaa/" appUnio aastmify, wadioot to g*n- 
llenuoi. Olaly«bKr.v«,-hnw«aailyxbis.might£avtt 
been avoided^ . " Ffwn wbieh ht, kimertr untitsif, 
".could not then cjcifK." A(ibn- ihit we have 

. " he toM tuA then uaiftffy a imdiiUrtdKeiim.'' 
We know whit is mtanl; hut, the Dootort with alt 
his eenunot, letvd the lenieoce conhiied. Let ua 

' see whedter We caimat nuke it clear. " I asked 
" tbe qocttian xriiln iw ofhfi intention tbani by a 
** kind -aUi«dwai«k0f ^ onlf wtitject as wbicfai 
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<'bd*end'h)DtobcabJ«<to speak «4m propriety' 
** to ui the nntleman frM from itM necessitfof 
*' silence, and to give liim an opponuAity of ming- 
** Bog OB equal' tcnns with a polite astembl)', from 
"'Wfaidi he, however uneasy, could not then 
**etaft." 

. : " Hcaioa~is the glory of huisan nature, and onb 
'* of the chief entioinoM whereby we m raised 
f abtm our fqllow-creawres, the brutes, m Mi* 
'^.laiiier world." — L. Introduction, 
■ Lbdorc showed an error in the first sentence of ' 
Dootdr Watts's work. This is the stcond sentence. 
The tvc»dsj "in this Inrer world" are not words 
misplactd only: they are wholly onnecfuiuy, an4 
^hey do great ham ; foi*, they do these two things ; 
fitsi, they im^j, that t/urt nrt bniiu iN iki k^ur 
world; and, second, ihey-exciis «<kiubi, wKtlhtr 
wt or* raUtd oAn-t those brutu. 

1 night, itiy dear JaDMS, greatly eztetid the num- 
ber, of my extracts frutt both these authors; but,. 
herai I trost, arc enough. 1 had noted down about 
■wolumdred errors in Doctor Johnson's Lives «f thlt' 
Poets; hot, aEierwattls, perceiving, that he had re-' 
visM and corrected the Rahslib with exfntar£'- 
H«rj> dare, I'Chose to make my extracts fronl that 
' w«b rather than from the Lives of the Potts, 

DOUBLE NEGATIVE AND ELLIPSIS. 

t, Bch^ftl dismiss the Specimens of Bad Grammar, 
iwill ji^t^takc, fromTuLii, a sentence, which a>ii- 
tai[)Sj striking insiaaces of the misi^tplic 
Jfegfllivts and of ihe £llif$is. la oitr ' 
two ntgaiives, applied lo lit sfunt verb, e 
qame words of any sort) amount to an ^rmallve .* 
as, " Donof give him n^ne of your money." That 
isiosjay, "g^,e hjMspme of yvK taooiji" though 
the contrary is meant.: It should he, " d» not give 
him ta^ of your money." Enora^ ^ |o:ttiis iaat>' 

ui 
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ten, •em mw iMsuwHyv wbm. ii« .*irtBK»[ a 
lamtA u>.wid>;» »»*«'. » i«4wfl^ths ■!««■«* of 

he coma to ■!» ptfuf '"'xvii Im) tiilnkf a ascctDi i^ 
Konindc ». "^fltlAerRwbwd rior, Peter,. a» » 
"Bavebeen iaFanned, and, indeed, uit'liubeetf 
MpiDvfld tff sne.' w««r.giwt.:iaiile» andwiMy'to 
¥ write to »»."' jYoO. »Wnit ougfctttt beie***-.' 
BiA. intbiacK«CL:V)B,«au<»tb«llt.lthawEe^uinS 
sothuig more thai»<illittlfi'Ati<^"-Yatt«er«lekTU 
fc, thai two ntgwiro*. •pp***- *" *'^" ■"»* »*^ 
destroy the loegative effect of eHeh.other. . "twdll 
«»** (tw: wrltft." ThttUthe CDnti^.<rf«iT 
^-wi'Ufvw- vwHci'' ■.■■■ ■"■' ^' ^'"■"ili';!,);' 

The Kllip3i«,iiof which I apt** ui Lel«rXtX^ 
paragraph *»7, «ujb» « >!* used wit^ jrwrf'caw,! 
Ite*d ibatpwagwpbjgwa: and ihea *Mnd t» *■ 
following sentence Qf M*. Totl., wbith I Mloet i» 
flwlcr to show you. ihw y«y fine thwighu iii»y'.h« 
greyly laanod % tooffO* uiute-of theEllipm.-"' 

"Jt i».»tt*8B,i>h«trtP Author •hoiild<««r hawi , 
<( -wnim <ft>Uy .of tl^ itbOA of pkH#b 1 <: <Hei>«f 
*f gfiaUit iian»ftt *^"* spdH'theiititiiMliaCOD-J: 
" uixMv^tiiwumciiU «o meatun thciimakMe'dis^ 
'■t^fcci theaun. andlDi<Bdmg«i'the^diia(«v 
»'sion3:aiid tym wii^t of thti phkneo. ■■ "Hwf 
« think it more eligible to stud 
« iog the s«A with ^hips, th»)i 
•' with ploughs. They bejlow 
'^ ikill, knmcdly to petvert ll 
« tlK'cleiiiemi/*r ibslnutbnt 
s.< bf tbe blpvdy art of wart'l 

" whole livei itt stiidyingV* 

" Dewei^iito oFtaKrvr, okdiimnliHg ad iAflttlta 
" vaiicty Qi ilaugbieri but ihiok it benditb met) 
" ollearning {wb»<(n»T »«eipable of doing iij ttt 
V « employ ibBuitaiwd ^bMtn in the iavedtion qF 
" ii(#, of.«**n*^B»w(i(g'Uie Wdi !ii«ruii!ent»/»r 
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thit Am tRt '» Jeit ont heiaii ihe word grtalai, and 
again.bdbrs.Wvi^Araild, in tfan last- meat kxwd ia- 
Mtnce, ibe leaviagof it out makes the vnt^i meaa 
the "(iVA weigtUi"-tbM b to uj, not ibe odl 
Might; initeaddCavn^wagliC," as the author 
moat. Tht conjunotioa that is left out before " 0' 
tiUv^ s" h&aln deltructioa (he article tfu is 
again. omiUbl ;. m is Mt Out before invmluie aod 
;dib before imprmm^ ; and, at (be dose, JA« u left 
nut :bebre vitrttaing^ To see so fine a sentence 
niaiired in thit ,mwf is^ I hope, quite enough t« 
' gnard jroii againat Hw freqneiM coomhiiMi oi simi- 



tETTHl XXII. 

eUORa AMD M0K«EH4B IN A KlHC'l IPSICR. 



,diat, (O 
tb was due 

tl^ bvmaa 

Id , observ- 

ed ■ respect 

rose in proportion to- the infltience which the dif- 
f(iren( branches of knowledge naturally had in the 
aflalrs and on the condiliorfs oT nicn ; so, iu cases oC 
imperfection in knowledge, or of negligence in ihe 
^plJicaiioD of it, or of its perversion lo bad pur- 
poses, all the itti'ixvffi opposite to thai ol respect, 
rwe in the -same proportiou; and, to one of these 
cases I have now lo direct four attcntica. 
, The Speecbeiof ttri.Kin;^ are rcsd bjrjhtm to the 
Parliament. They are dumposed by his Minniers, 
fff ficJMijLlWMiUMi. They are docwnena of great 



d.t Google 



174 > eiKOKS AKD HOHSINIE Lttttt 

importance, ireatUigof nbae but wei^'ty matim : 
fbty are always styled Most CraUous, and in heni) 
and answered witf) tho most^rofound reipect. . 

Tiie perBODai who settle upon what stull be the- 
topic) of these Speecbei,aBd!who(Ira.w the Speeches 
(tp, are a Lord High Chancellor, a First Lord of 
tbe-Treasury, a Lord President of the Council, three 
Secretaries or State, a First Lord of the Admiralty, 
a MaiterGeoeralof theOrdnaoce, a Chaiicelln of 
- the Exchequer, and, perhaps, tme or two besidei. 
These ^ersoiis are called, when spoken of in a 
body, i/u Ministry. Hicy are all Members of (bt 
Kiog's-coRstilutioual Council, caUed the 1^'ay Cow 
tit, without whose assent the King can issue no 
Proclamation nor any Order aHectiog the people. 
This Council, Judge Bl3cl:stone, taking ibfe Words 
of Coke, calls " i ne6le^ /lonourabU and revtrtttd 
" assembly." So that, in the Ministry, who are 
seltcttd from the persons who compose this assem* 
bly, the nation has a right to expect somethiDi; veiy 
near to perfection in point of judgment and ofpnc- 
lical talent. 

Howdestiluteof judgpoent and of practical ta- 
lent these^ persons have been, in the capacity of 
Statesmen and of Legislators, the present miserable 
and perilous state of Ciiglaiid amply demonstrates ; . 
and, I am now about to show you, that they are 
'equally destitute in the capacity of writers. There 
is soD^e poet, who saysj 



And, though aman may (lossessgreat knowledge, 
as a Statesman and as a Legislator, without being 
- able .to perform what this poet would call writ'mg 
well; yet, surely, we have a right to expect in « 
Minisltr tite capacity of being able to write ^ront- 
matically ; the capacity of putting his own meaniifg 
clearly dowBUpon paper. ■ But, in (be cMipoiiog 
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•f > Eing*! Speech, h b not oiu mm, bttt nine 
tarn, whoM judgment utd practical uleat are tta- 
picjtd. A Kbg*! SpMch U, too, a tcit sAi>rt 
piece of irriiing. llie tophftt are < all msdoci. 
,VeT7 little ii said upoD each. There is iw leaioa- 
JDg. It i* all plain taatler iof hct, or bf simple ob^ 
•ervatton. The thii^ is donevitlianthc advoa- 
tages of abnsdaot tine for. exanlBaliod and ic-ex- 
amioaiion. Each of the Ministen hu a, copy of 
the Speech tore^, to examine, and to «merve 
upon ; and* when no one baa anf thii^ left to buk- 
gcu in the nay of .alteration or improvahnent, the 
Speech is agreed to, and put into the mouth of the 
Kng. 

Surelf, thtrefcre, if, is anjr bunaa e&ortt per- 
Jiectioo can be expected, we' luve a right to npact 
jt in a.Kint^s ^«edi. yini'sfaaU. nowsie, tfaeik, 
jriut pnttjr Muff is put .together, and delivered i6 
ihe Parliament, under thft name of King'sSpeecfaei. 
. . The SpMch, which 1 am about to Cnmine, s, 
indeed, a Speech of the Hesenit-buij imighttakc 
any. o^r Iff dicae Speedia. : I chme this partU 
^VIm Speech, bccauae Ae MbjccU of it 'tn familiar 
Jn Amotea as welt as in Ei^Hid. ' It was spc&en 
on the 8th of Novtaib», 1814. I sbali titke a'sco" 
ICnce at atinwi iit order. to avoid eDofiiHoau - 
,: **M)r Lords and CaUlonNQ, It is with jfa^ r<- 
■ *\gril that /OM ifsainoMigcif to aBoouDoe the co»- 
,t' tinuabce of Hia tfajeaty!i Ibncnttd iadiq)os>- 

Even ia this short ienmce< tlwre is aometbing 
jiquivecalj for, it imv b^, ttutitbe Prince's regret 
arises from his biiag obliged lo announeet and no! 
from tbe llnog aonouaccd. 11 be bdd atiA : " With 
" deep reject I innotuice," or, *''! announce with 
*' deep regret," ibere wonld^ haite iMen bothing 
equivocal. Aad, in a coBapeaitioo lilm ihia> all 
ovgbt lo be aa dur as the peobled brook. 
j' >*lt wM/^AcM^mft BW gteat itatiifactioa to 
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*' mhmiifn.efilhc-mr bttiwrn tiat txniitrftmi 

. Xb«i<I(Mblec«Di^«ipd tines of ibe^wblv m>iim 

thM h wmM, i^f/ore tka AwwcicttM Ite HuHoam, 
bays gi«* Mlitf ;j;Rtt: niilfwii<ta M te coaliM t» 

■* ctManwitMt.".' ilnikt laiter'pHt«f thncittcatt 
nc hsveiti linM nwueBMl ^^^nt' dMs Jnminalim 
KtcairS ; . iftfUmiH, rinilbk'caii, ta^ oraMdiuioKT 
Hid , jhlKyifaeiPriHts titUttd AoMMtamnwafa' iMWif 
to the wise men, by whom be vru snmMiiidMK 
3;'»cainititati<nrta,jil •to..Mp<iiU jB<^atbtr,>*r'iifiDg 
dtBt>we>liaivela«iirptaMMi^i)r!i*ktRB«iirpovr«^ 

KModMtdiami.jamamaMe O^IctaiH H« 

stoB^jjiknlt {bftlen^iilwlC-. W^nfaqitld ita«i}i, 
'^ iFiswntiita&wtdo tfr teifcAit ^EaslOfficorind'flP- 

■■Aij^BiWit toEOMlMai Moid land ' oa w w a riA Jwf 

maat's igMoiliMM loC'gramalnv diotM^we «kMild 
uutefteihl OTkatibcinnnttf ■AbAt. mti'ml, Aeo, 
be Kfpiitialiawi'MiitapM<«> lo'vefOdMBlhiKinj^S 
«mwlill6rUlniaAiciii«BaMutdakiUiMi«wM'<lf 
4Mir neigbboun? To act thus woukf be, mf deft 
Satt -B.Msc'abmQoiMnMvf iMTTHMMv whidl it, 
touK^hnnttcbkFai,WaMBv tbeeoinaMDgift«f 
dwJ.ieimK' .:^«. 

"..tffUiijiithiiWir ot^hwtBdta Ar dwj<[|»- 
*'.promb«dBg)[i«sm> OB ifaefvtlof Mi Gnw«> 
" flkwri •f.iftejhdiei aaiest< >M wn otcubwl n 
■H p(Mki}i<».the<>d«Bi9K'«f 'tha G«MAion->flDmr «r 
*' £uro{>e»^aiiut<ih«cisbrt mtd ialiMadnae of«^ 
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i" aiocerfiifasircMibi'iiig.it to a taoicluaafi Mjwf 
" oadAaaeurMt Itrmii" 

The llm Kual iTOuld lead us t* luppMe, tint ihot 
bad hmi More l^ait ont aggmsion, and (kai the 
war origioated in the most uaptcrniktd ef iktmj 
'Wfaereat the Prince's meaning wal), that (be a);gTe#> 
inoi;) was ait uaprow^ed one, unprovoked in thfc lu- 
.perlittietldgnef'and tliat, (herefor^ itwts a.nuiff 
-■dprti^Kd aggreMioR. 'The^wonl) «(/ ri&er n»- 
/j0ns, laay mean ;iU natiMU mtpt-Jbigiahdn or, all 
■natjoi* iwl o/" &m>ptf ck-, all natlMls olhelrtfian 
He Vniled Slaies ! or, all nations txeebl IhttHtm^'s 
-0m xaliam, GutiH ydui which of theUe ii, the 
tebaniiig: IcoiifeM.ti^at JanywWlf tnablciod^ 
iternnc thd qiiesiian. Siit; wtaati does the clMe df 
-ifac ten uace: mean, wbeK tsken iota View^ with the 
Mkot^h at the bcgirniinc f Does the Prince meni, 
that he would bejuitiGed io waoting to make peatt 
im aiguM-aaA duhnMuraite terms, beeaiae the 
voemr bad bceri the aggreasof ? He might, indeed, 
wish to make iton t^rms disboBDurable, and evea - 
diagraetbri, U ihecBenr; bnt^ could be poasiblf 
-wiah.tt) airice It.oa vajiui tehnt? Does he meaa, 
lint aa afq;rduioii, hofreter wkked-and unpravok* 
«d,- would giveiiim a right to do injuslm f Vci^ 
if he do i»i mein thii, what does he mean ? Per- 
haps {Tor ihere.ianocertainty) heOiay-meaB, that 
Im wishes (o< brtDj( die war to a cqechision as soon 
'»i)itcxa%tivjmilfmdh<mourahle Urmt from Uu 
tmmyi butj tbeti,' what b he to do with the M' 
Aou^f Let.u»t^thiSi^ tU unready," sajrjout 
•> tonuke^accii<i/jn>ii'wi(/give mcjMif fariMf, o/- 
^Uioi^kifoit^affthta^rusOr," Ti> hesureyoa 
MV, wkelhir I it Ike nggrrxar or not ! .All that 
ydd caM poBslUy hate 1^ f^cc la ask oF. me isy'io- 
htf; aod, tlienlfore, why: do you connect your wish 
lior peace with ibil tiUhough f- Either you mean, 
that i>f ■ffit^s"'"' ^ea ;mi a ri^ to demand of 
mumtrelh^fiitlicei, orym talk APfticuf. Nor 
as 
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nmw we overlook thc'word '^C^fcnuiMiit,'' which 
i* iairoduced here. In the Mntence beFore, tlite 
Pridce wiibed Co communicate the end of the war 
'between "/Aii counln/ituiiheUhiUil Stales;" but, 
in (his aenience we are at war with '^ the Govern- 
• ** nunl of the Uaiied Slates." . This vai a |>oor 
trick of sophiitry, and ai such we will lei it pjus 
withonly observing, that such low trickerjr U .not 
-▼ery becoming in men selected from " a ttoble^h*- 
- ** iioura^ iod ravrtud oMeaMy." ' ' 

" I am sliU engaged in negociations br ihu pur- 
*' pote." 

That ji the purpote of brin^iag ihe war lo a con- 
durioD. A very good boipose; but, vthjr sliJCt 
He badnot tola bis DOoles and fail boraugbmca 
that be had bttn engaged in negociatioiM. Evca 
thii >hort, simple seolcnce could ndt he made with- 
Dut fault. 

. *"■ Thesuccett of them must, however, ^pewf 
" OD my disptnitioil being met wilA: cotTupowling 
" strUime/tls on tiM part of the enemy." : 

Now, suppose^ I werciotay, " my.wdgw) wai 
^'mei wilh Mr. T»dwell'i coach." Sliould yon 
not think, that sotmbodf iiad met ibc wagon and 
coach both going together the laibe way? To. be 
sure you would. But, if 1 were to aayj mywagon 
was met ty Mr. Tredwell'a coodi, you wi^M 
ibink, that tbey had. approaBhedvach other frooi 
different spots. ' And, theiilbre, the Prince should 
have said, " m^t fiyi1\. That.- semenoe, 'jhowevsrt 
shortas.it happily is, th looltuig'tii'bcJctHiient.willi 
•ne errori J}isfii>sUii»ifAii4it'ts'iaaa*jaf-^ifDYrani', 
means, stale, or 6eiU, or .fem^r, «/■ nuMiV'aixI 
the word s<nijm<n<f ^lee,^B,.l/tollgk^i, otopinioitt. 
So, bereiwe have a lemtptr of mmi met hy t/mtgUs. 
Thougbta may correspobd,'or agret with, a temper 
•f mind ; but, how . ate thfty le meet it .* If tbc 
Prince had said, " my diiposition being met iy 3 
" correipondbg diapcntion oa the ptwl.of the 
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." enrmf ,'' he vrould bnvf ulltred plain and dig- 
jaified language. 

" Tb^ operalions of Lia Majesty's, forcei by sta 
" and land in ike Chesapeake, in the course of the 
" present year, have beeu attended widi the mott 
" brilliant and successful results." 



Wcr; there noly the bad placing of the different 
members of this senieDce, the iauTt would be suffi- 
cient. But, we do not know, whether the Prince 



means ^eralims ij/ sea anii (and, or J'orcfs fy si 
and landf 

" the Bottilla of Ihe merry ia the Patuient liM 
*' bcEnd^ifpyed. The signal defeat, of lAtir land 
"l^fces enabled a detachment of his Majesty.'* 
." army to lake possession of theCity pfWubingtoq; 
.," and the spirit of enterpriu, which has charac- 
" lerized all the movements in thu quarter, hat 
" produced on iV inhabitants a dtep and stnsibU 
." impression of the calamities of a war in which 
*\ they have. been so wantonly involved." 

Eaenijf is nut a noun of muftiuide, likexo^fi nc 
Hfust of Commons, or den of ihuves; and, tbere- 
roie,.wben used ja tbe singuu^r, musthave singular 
^roBouDs and yerbs to agjree with it. Tf^tir, in the 
second of ihj^e .senieuceS) slioukf have been his, A ' 
«rui^/c itnpression is, ait impression /(/<; a deep 
impression is one more fell. Therefore, it was 
*' 3l sensible anA d«j> impression." But, indeed, 
j^n^i^/e had no business titere; for, an impress ioa 
that is deep mu.F/(e sensible. What would you 
.tbiok of a man who should say : " I^have nut only 
," been slabbed, but my J^i'n has been cul?" Why 
you'nould think, to .be sure, that he must be a man 
fleeted from the noble, hqnourablc, and reverend 
assembly at Whitthall. 

" The expedition directed from Halifax to tbe 
*' Nnrihern coast of the United States, has uroji-' 
'7' nated inatnanaer not Usf salis/aeloiy." 
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. TbMtft4tf > <rh» Prince has tohj ufr, bcToK 
this, uf itolhicifr lliat has lermiDated sdt«f»ctt>ril^. 
He hus talked or a trrillinit result, Aid of aa'im- 
p^etsinn mjde on ihe inhabitants ; but of no termi- 
'mallirnhxi h; inlbed; nor has he said a Wdrtl aboiit 
aalisjaetion^ W« niust' ativays take cara how ws 
"toe, ill (me ffinttnecf wonh vVhieh relet to anjr 
ihini; <tard in foriiie^ <«fiicrtces. 

" Tl« siiEcettriil course ofthh operattbit has (MA 
^JtUlilwed''bj\)» immrdialf siUiitiis^ioit of iheM- 
" tensive and intppri.ini dislrici fiSi of ihe fonob)- 
^'icoi river le his MaJTsftf'saraii.'" 

■ This serrtertce is a disgrace even lo a Uini^rrjr 
Mtcttui by the {(rdvetliiig borough- tyrants. What 
'^'ihe^ taeiah^a coarst he'm^ foliowtd bj aait~ 
Tttisstpn?' And then, '" has bifn Ttillowed by the 
** immedialt submission." One would ihrnk, that 
some Fretich emigrant prieslfvaa employed lo write 
this speech. He, indeed, Would' say, '* a #j sulvie 
** par la soumiuion immediate," Bui, when we 
iDalc tue of any wordj \Wk ittuiu^alty which 
carries us back, to the time ahd scene of actidn, w^ 
aiusl use ihe/wjf lijhrKtt the ^rb, and ray, *' waS 
•* followed by t!j(! imitudiaU sub'tnlssion." That 
it ID say, vas Iken fill;>wed by the Ihen immediate ; 
and not, has now been followiid by the IHtn imme> 
diaie submission.' The close of this sentence ex- 
hibits a fine iustanu of want of skiH In tht plaeiiie 
of the parts of a sentence. Could these Doble anv 
reyerend persons find nopbce but the end for " tv 
" his Majtslg's arms?" There was, but ihejr 
cuuld not see it, a place made aa porpose, after th« 
vroitl submissitm. 

it fi mmecessary, my dear James, for me la 
proceed further with aaexposure of the bad gram- 
mar and the noiuense of this speech. Thece it 
not, in the whole speech^ one single senteno thai 
is tnt imu cnw. Nor, #111 yiu bc at all Rt^ 
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^tixti * Ail, If ever JM tfrntilA' IWM- tfi^K ^- 
wtM Mnring iktrr «fffr sprtehes hi ibtne placei, 
i#lnch, frhcD yoi) vcre a nMghty lillU ^<^) T^** 
med to call " the TMe^/ Housrs." If y6u ahrtiM 

-evn- hear ibra there, hammering and rep«itiii|E 
awi putting {onh thrtr noiwenie, yoiir wonder **iU 

'be, iHK tbn (hey wrott a King's Speech so \ni\f, 
fclit that riiey contriveif lt> put upon paper scntenei* 

'fliifficicntly grammitical t»etublet» togncHal tbe 
iMuiUig. 



LETTER XXin. 



■ lKAVH'tM«r<t«iHitJihilietubjflct(>FGrM*- 
nar, which, as you know. iBacbes ub to usrwonb 
in I prtper mMiner. lUit, though yOu now, I 
topt, undCMtand hew to^ avald^rror in the loriHiDg 
of sentences, I thJtik it rlghl n«t to conclude mf 
teitructitun wltiieuE sajtfng a few words apod the 
■ubjeci of adding stnleiue lo tmUnt*, atid on tI)B 
nrbjcin' (Hfigura^in language. 

Language is made use of for one «f three pM*- 
pCM« ; i»iB€iy, «s itfitrM, lo-cmvaue, or it> /w- 
^fiffrf^i, The first;, requiring tuerety the talent oS 
ttlliog whli We know, is » laaiter of liiile diffii- 
euby. Tbeaetonddeuiaiidsrnumti;^. The thirds 
Itetidcs reatoolug, demands all the aid that we cm 
sbuia Inm the m» at f^nt c£ speed), -or^ as. 
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-tktr are sopelimti eMe4t ^gltrp:^ rh^rfci_t 

'Wltfiever m»f be (be purpoj^e, for wluch yre 
< UK laqguagc, i( ScUcon can bafffsa thai we do not 
jtaiKl iv ^eed of more ihaa one semencei and, 
'tbererore, others must be added. There is no 
^precise ruU; there can be no preciai^ rul^ with 
■legard tq the m^ner of doim th^.; Wh^n^e 
^v« ^id one tibing, we must Aa<l<iaQEber-,^and iip 
on, uulil we have said all (hat we have to say* 
But, we ought Co take care, and great care, that, 
if any words in a sentence relate, in any way, to 
words that have^one it/ore, we make th^f^words 
correspond grammatically wiili those toregoiog 
words ; an instauce of the want of which care you 
have seen in paragraph 178. 

The order of the matter will Be, in almost all 
cases, that of your thoughts. Sit down to write 
wkat yaa, hay* Ihwugkt, and not io l/Uni whdl j/ou 
shall write. Use ibe first words thv occur to you, 
and never attempt to alter a thoughl; for, that 
which has come' of itself into your ptind,i3.Jikely 
to pass inio that of another more readily aud,with 
i^eSaa tbuLany thing wfaieiti y«».i;»ni by re- 



1 ^cver stop to wU!ie.<Ju)ifx <af words. PutdcWiU 
■ytm ithaufjht in wonk jual as they come. FoUoiv 
the older wfakfa your thought will point out;, and 
jCwill puth you on, to get it upon ibe paper as 
qtockky and as.clnirly as postihle. , , .. 

Thougbis coEue much faster than we.c^ p^t 
tbcai upon paper. They jftcduce otie aqfttlier; 
and, tbisonieruf iheircoming ts,-,ia almpst er^cy 
case, tbe best possible order -th^t ijiey can have qb 
)j)^>cr: yet, if you have several in yotv mind, 
nsiiH above each oiher in point of force, the mftst 
Jwfiblie will naturally .come the last upon paper. 
; . ^r. l^itidley Mturay jives r«'(s. a«mt (fng jf(i, 
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4titW and ^rf stitttMcts^ aaitbaat a dm tmxtme 
.of long and >hort ;. and, he ^m gives rules about 
the telters that seplaoces siMXild btginvf'uh md the 
stables ihu they should tnd with. Such ruin 
might be very well if we were to ling our writiog; 
but, when the use of writing is lo inform, vt ton- 
.vinte, or to ptrmad^ what can it liave to do with 
,«ieh niles? • , 

There are certain eotmecling words, which it js of 
'importatice to use properljr: such as Ihtrjfffirt, 
y/bith atewi for thai aunt, Jar lAal reasin. Wk 
Muut Dkkecare, when.weitsesuchtvpcdE, tlpat tbcfip 
js oeCasim for using Ihtm. We wuat t^p carq^ 
-.that, when wc vmbul, 0rfor, oraoy-olhiO: ww- 
Aeaing w«rd, ibe seqsc of aursentepc^ rnmirfS 
jflucb word to b«. used: iot, if such words. Iw i^tr 
,'propcrly used, they throw all isto coolusion. ,Yw» 
Aa.ve seen the shameful eSect of an uHhougk ia (he 
iKing's Speech, which 1 noticed in my last Letter, 
-The adverbs wAisn, iAe«, v/hilt, now, IhcKPt:^^ 
jooic others, ace conaectiog <fv«nfft W): ootufed 
in their strictly lil'e'ralsense. Forexamphs: '*.We|l» 
-V then, Iwill noL(li^:it." .Thtu., in its literar»Qse, 
lOHians tU Ihal lioK, or in thiU lim*: as, '■ I nasm 
»' AtuBriw t/un." But, V >V.eU» ihtn," meaM, 
"Well, i/ Mill bt so," or " Ui Ihal be so," or 
.<" IS Ihal case." -. You haveonly to accqstao) yourr 
mU a little lo^eflecton theqtffinin£orihe&cnor4s; 
.fcr.tlfatwiU soon teach y«u, 9(y«y lo (tnplfly the™ 
jflipiQperly. I _■. .-.■ ., ^■ 

. A,yv(iling, gr written, dijcouw," gefl^Ijr 
' brok«». imo paragraphs. . When a new paragr,a|»h 
Aoi4db?gin,themturBof your th^ights must tefl 
yoji.- .The.{>roprietyof it will be pointed out to 
lOW b^'/'he aifftre'ice between the thoughts which 
)r^ fuming and tho^ which have gone before. It ii 
i»[(ossible to frame ruUa for regulating such divi- 
sioBs. When » man ^yidcs bis work intapjtrts. 
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Bbblif, Gfkapt^ adrf SectMs^ he ratkn the (tW 
ttelon KCOrdhtg lo thai vrhUM the initl«r hu hkot 
in fifs raittd; uid, «th«n hecoUies to wriie, he h« 
Bo other guide fof the distribuliou of his matter hKft 
scuticncts aAd panlgraphs. 

JVmr' wriU dbifU ang Maner that gnu do Hit 

Wttl lOidtrstmd. ir you ciittlj Uiitleniaitd ill 

about your matter, you will never want thtiiujfX), 

KodUiOuglihiostaiitlybeMmie woi^r. 

■ One or (he grtatut nf all Taulls in wriling: and 

fit speaking is Ais ; the tMiog of nnoy words (o itff 

ttllle. Ill order l» gttard youruU igaltut iKis fault, 

-tequirr what is ^' stt6sllanee, or amoaitt, of what 

■fva hare uid. Take a long ipeedi of same talfciag 

l.fj't^; intt put <h>w« ^wn paper What the mitWW 

i«f'ilft.- You will Mot)],' find, iba^iHe'Bawuntit 

. >M^sW^I1; biir^ at any ratd^ When fouget it, yob 

^ill Iheii be Mt (o«saiiiinc it, aitt) to'fell whai It 

lis «)^ 

etafiir 

h)/and 

irlyeitf- 

H)lsat)4 

irhfcnjt 

U«th» 

E sladd 

islam 

labiii^ 

wr iht 

*rw to 

IfMi'vpMi flitj kubject, that, M you uM figures «f 

ntlWid:, yeti oUt^t fe lake care ll>at ihey d* nM 

lAalU notiseiisle ' vf what' yOu say, nor excite ibt 

fidicule oT (hose to whooi youwrke. Mr. MurfUy, 

in an address to liis siudenis, tells iliein, that h« 

is alxMit to oHer theis some advice wiili reg'ard-t* 

f*'lh«!ic TUturii waISs in the paths of literature." 
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N«w, '^a^xmaitmltf taSimtnti*hagmpdiA, 
Kwalit mcBiu aiio Me r^awirfhUont U a otrtua 
stntx^ ud'inEbailrdlt^wJdrri&aii^^atA^ Hbt 
In ariotkei^ pat <of iMis addnu, ttfb tfaecM, :tb^t 
thtyan ih *< ibewwnrfng^.life.-tetd'^ltat tbl b 
^ CM WoMbi far xsalMa." Tbfe inbrhiDgt mf 
dear James, is not a ttascn. Th« jwnr,. iadoc^ 
has seasons, but the dojf bas none. If be barf said 
the sprii^ of life, thea he mishi bava added the 
seasoa of cxenion, I told you they were tdgt-lcoh. 
Beware of them. 

1 am now, my dear son, arrived at the last para- 
graph of my treatise, and I hope, that when you 
arrive at it, you will understand grammar suffici- 
ently to enable you to write without committing 
frequetit and glaring errors. I shall now leave ymi, 
for about Eour monthg, to read and write English : 
to practise what yoia bhve tion been taught. At 
(he end of those four months, I shall have prepared 
t Grammar to teach yoii dte French Language^ 
which language I hope to hear you speak, and to 
see you write, well, at the end of one year from 
this time. With Englnh and French on your 
tongue and in your pen, you have a resource, not 
only greatly valuable in itself, but a resource that 
you can be deprived of by none of those cbangci 
and chances which deprive men of pecuniary pos- 
aesiioDs, and which, in some cases, make the purse- 
proud man of yesterday a crawling sycophant to- 
day. Health, without which life is not worth 
having, you will hardly fail to secure by early- 
rising, exercise, siAriety, and abstemiousness as la 
food. Happiuess, or misery, is in the nuad. It 
is the mind that lives; and the length of life ought, 
to be measured by the number and imporlaace of 
' our ideas ; and not by the' number of our days. 
Never,' therefore, esteem men merely mi accoimt 
of their rtcbcs or their sutiw. Respect gtradneui 
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fiai it frittK ytm will. Honour talent wherever 
Tou tielidd it unuMxiUtd with vice ; but, boiuuc 
it ' most wflieii aowmpnri W witb exertioo, and «- 
peciaUr when txawA in tbe nuae of tnMt nA 
.juttfax: but, above all, when it iteps focward (• 
pntett deEcDcdeu ionoccrae ^mtt the vxvki of 
powerful guilt. ' ' 



111 WCmtftJMOia, Black Boo* C«rt. 



D,c,i,icd.t Google 



This Day U PttblUhed, Price Sis Shillingi in 

Boards, 

A 

YEAR'S RESIDENCE 

IN THS 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 



Treating of the Face of: die tl^unlry, the Clioute, 
the Soil, the Producti, the Mode of Cultivatiog 
, the Land, the Prices of Land, of Labour, of 
' Food, of Raiment ; of the E:tpetiges of House- 
keeping, and of the usual manner of Living ; of 
the Mannert and CustomB of the People ; atfd 
,, ' (tf tbe InBtitutioDBivf tbe Counujr, Civil, Politi- 
ealj, ajid Reti^oui. ■' 

IN THREE PARTS. : 



By WILLIAM COBBETT. 



PART I. ' 

CwtainisK.-'— I: A Dea;ri]>tk>n oftba FfaceofAle 
Country, th* Cli^iate, the Seasons^ and the Soil, 

. the facts being taken from thi Aiithor'B ctaily 
notes during a whole year.— II. An' AcconHt of 
the Authors agricultural experiments in the 
Cultivation of tbe Rata Baga, or Russia, or Sve-' 
dish Turnip, which afford proof of what the cli- 
mate and soil are. 



LONDON : 

fbWtbd na aaERwoom mexlt, and jonxs, 
pjlterhoiiter-row. 

■^* The Second Part of tUt Work i* daily aj>tct- 
td, and will be Pubiiihed at km at it arnve§. 



J ;■, Google 



Ctin^nues to he regi^iarl^ tranainitled ip l^atnt- 

• ^letipt £tom AaKridB, : aBd ia- Publidied by 

W. Jackson, No. 34y "Wiaidour'' Sii^et, 

Soho, Price Shi.- totib;' dr I ] s. the hundred. 



A FRElfqi GRAMMAR, 

^Ibi leaeb. EtfffLisnncKN (lie' FhkncB'LaM- 
■; cfiAC'E, » preparing fey Mr! C6*BETT,',aMl 
^viil ba 1^7 early, in 181Q, 



;. Google 



Jiuf publUhed, 

Bt CLEMENT. 192, STRAND, 
Price St. boards, Sro. a New Edition of 

PAPER AGAINST GOLD, 

Bv M«. COBBETT; 

CONTAINING 

Hie Hutoty and Myate^ of tbe Bank of Eng- 
land, Ae Fmida, the' Debt, die Sinking Fund, 
die Bank Stoppage, tbe lowering and tbe 
raiung of the value of Paper Monej' ; and 
ihewii^, that Taxation, Pauperiam, Poverty, 
Misery, and Crimes, have all increased, and 
■e, with a Fundii^ Syslem, 



d.t Google 



'.i: crW'i '>.H 



'... ■.. ■ :.j -li.s-'.:. I-.16 jT.i 



Cvlzc.J;.G00glc 



d.t Google 



«-" "•HI 



n 



1i 



32101 063604878 



D,c,i,icd.t Google 






r, J. :,, . < 



d.t Google 



